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Dominus exaltatio mea, & illuminatio eſt. 
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Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, except a Man be born again he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of God (John iii. 3.) If thou would enter into Life, keep the Command- 
ments (St. Mat. xix. 17.) Seek the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon bim 


evbile be is near; O] every one that thirfleth come ye to the Waters, and he 
that bath no Money, come ye buy and eat, yea, come buy Wine and Milt awith- 


out Money, and without Price; wherefore do you ſpend Money for that which is not 
Bread, and your Labour for that which ſatisfieth not? incline your Ear and 
come unto me, ſaith the Lord, hear and your Soul Hall live; ſet the Wicked for- 
ſake bis Way, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and ſet him return unto 
the Lord and he will have Mercy on him, and to our God. , he abi! abun- 
dantly Pardon: Come unto me, the Lord of Life, all ye that-laboar and are 
bea vy laden, with your Sins, and I will give you Refts And the Spirit and 
the Bride ſay, Come: And let him that beareth ſay, Come + And let bim that 
is athirfl come: And whoſoever will, let him take the Water of Life freely: And 
thou Palt love the Lord thy God, with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Strength; and thy Neighbour as thyſelf: O ! that they were 
wiſe, that they under ſtood this, that they would conſider their latter End! 
Whoſo is wiſe, will obſerve theſe Things, and they ſball underfland the Lovine 
Kindneſs of the Lord: Grace, Mercy and Peace, be on ail them that love on 
Lord Feſus Chrift in Sincerity and Truth, IIS. Iv. 1.2,3,7. Mat. xi. 28. 


Rev. xxii. 17. Deut. xxxii. 29.+ Eph. vi. 24. St. Mat. xxii. 37, 39. Pal. 
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To the HONOURABLE 
SAMUEL LESSINGHAM, Eſq; 
Treaſurer to St. Thomas's Hoſpital. 


WORTHY SIR, 


S you have a juſt Right to claim; from me a thankful Acknowledgement 

tar Favours receiv'd, fo I ſhould think myſelf inexcuſable did I not dif- 
charge my Duty of Gratitude herein, in the fulleſt and moſt publick Manner I 
am able: And as for other Favours I am much oblig'd to you, ſo more eſpeci- 
ally do I with all Gratitude defire highly to acknowledge your Kindneſs to me 
in regard to the Favour and Protection you have ſhewn by the Interpoſition of 
your Authority, towards preſerving from Deſtruction this little Book in irs Infancy, 
or firlt Entrance into the World, and which now at its ſecond Entrance is ad- 
dreſs'd to you as to its kind Patron and Benefactor, hoping for the like tayoufable | 
Protection from you in caſe the ſame Degree of Deſiru&ion ſhould attend it as did 
the former. It was doubtleſs Matter of Pleaſure to the Enemy of all Righteouf- 
neſs to procure one of them to be committed to the Flames, as was publickly done 
in Ann's Ward, on April 2 1ſt 1739, which I am well aſſur d afforded Matter of great 
Rejoicing to ſome then preſent ; but how much greater would have been the De- 
ſtruction of them, and how exceedingly encreas'd their Matter of Triumph, who 
with the grand Enemy of Souls rejoic'd herein, had the Attempt been anſwer'd with 
Succeſs of obtaining leave to deſtroy as many as could be found in each Ward! And 
who could have thought that the Enemy of Righteouſneſs ſhould be diſappointed 
of obtaining his Deſire herein, when the Motion or Requeſt hereto was made by 
one of ſo much Addreſs, Reſpe& and Eſteem with Mankind, eſpecially when ſe- 
conded by another whoſe Office it is to miniſter about holy Things ! furely this 
was the Hand of God, and it is marvellous to be thought upon; he ſeeth the 
Devices of the Children of Men, weigheth all their Actions, knoweth the 
Policy of the Evil One, beholdeth him afar off, fruſtrateth all his Att empte, | 
and faith unto him, hitherto ſhalt thou go but no farther ; then does he comfort 
the weak hearted, rejoices the Soul of the Indigent, and encourages thoſe that 
cruſt in him not to regard the Reproach of Man, nor be afraic of their Devices, 
but ſtill to ſerve him with a perfect Heart, who knows how to ſuccour them in 
Time of Need; and to you, worthy Sir, next to the Divine Being, do I ſincerely 
Thank, as being inſtrumental thro' him, of ſtrengthning my Hand in God, and 
not ſuffering that to come to paſs which was deſired againſt me, whereby to we- 
ken and interrupt my Endeavours for promoting the Honour of God, and the 
ſpiritual Good of Mankind: This your Kindneſs I am well affur'd will not 
be forgotten before the Throne of Grace at the great Day of Account : But neither 
muſi 1 here forget to mention the Juſtneſs of your Reply in my Favour to the Queſ- 
tion of anather Querili ; Mbat baye jeu dane in reſpect ta your Meihodifss Books ? 
| | : | What 8 


— 


i  BEDICATIHION 


What ?-Why thoſe who have no Religion themſelves would likewiſe have others be 
of the ſame Mind. Verily, this was a juſt and noble Reply, and it requires but 
very little Obſervation to be aſſur d of the Truth thereof: But why am I by way 
ol aneer, calbd a Methodiſt? or in what View am I intended to be characteriz d 
b that Appellation? verily I ſhould be glad to be inform'd herein, as being at 


. <lent utterly at a Loſs to know, ſince my Conduct and Behaviour as to Religion 


dio far as I am able to judge of mylelf) is flill the ſame now as it was long before 
I heard any mention of the Name: If therefore by the Word Methodiſt, is meant 
ro expreſs one whoſe Conduct and Behaviour is different from that of the World, 
one that will not run with the Multirude to do Evil; one who ſets not his Af. 
ſections upon this World, but looking beyond its gloomy Proſpect for Happineſs, 
Jabours to walk after the Law of God, prefering his Will before all Things, loves 
Jeſus Chriſt with all his Soul, gives all Diligence to follow his Example, eſteem- 
ing Religion as the one Thing moſt needful, as that which brings the Mind near 
to God, and diſpoſes it to be for ever happy with him; then, verily, Methodiſm 
is as old as Chriſtianity, Chriſt was its Author, and his Diſciples the principal or 
chiefeſt of all Methodilis ; and hence to be called a Methodiſt is no more than 
another Word for a true Chriſtian ; ii therefore I am thus intended to be characte- 
riz'd by the Word Methoaift, I greatly rejoice in it, yea, and will rejoice, tho' I 
ſhould under that Appellation daily receive in the open Street ten thouſand more 
Curſes and approbious Words than I have already receiv'd, for I will not be aſuam d 
of the Croſs of Chriſt, but count it my greateſt Honour to ſuffer Reproach for his 


fake: But if by the Word Methodiff is to be underſtood any Luke-warmneſs in 
| the Law of God, or wilful, irreligious Behaviour towards him; any Indifferency 
to keep always a Conſcience void of Offence towards God and Man; finally, 
jf hereby it is intended to inſinuate, that I hold or ſeek te maintain any Senti- 


ments or Opinions either directly or indire&ly contrary to the Sacred Scripture, 
injurious to the Publick Good, or prejudicial to Civil Society, or Family Tran- 
quility, I abſolutely proteſt againſt ir, as that which I hate and utterly abhor ; 
the Sacred Scripture I efteem as the invaluable Gift of God, and thankfully re- 
ceive it as the unerring Rule of Faith, and as many as walk according to this 
Rule, by what Name, Se&, or Title ſoever call'd or diſtinguiſh'd, I very great- 


Ty eſteem them, however the World may characterize them; Peace be on chem, 


and Mercy upon the Iſrael of God: I am not ignorant that many ſcandalous and 
ſeyere Things have been objected againſt me by evil Minds, which no one has ever 
been able to prove: But none ſeems calculated more effectually to anſwer the 


Views of the grand Adverſary of Mankind, than th&ſhameful Scandal of falſly | 


{landering me, as ſome have done, with being inſtrumental either by private Diſ- 


courſe, or publick Writing, in cauſing ſome to lay violent Hands on themſelves ; 
verily, thoſe who take this criminal Liberty would do well to conſider, that in 


a ſhort time they muſt anſwer for it before that righteous Judge who is no Re- 


ſpe ctor of Perſons, when every one ſhall have his Portion divided him mm = 
to his preſent Behaviour; when they that have done Good ſhall go into Lite 


everlaſting, but the Evil into everlaſting Puniſhment ; and then will it be ſounds 


by woeful Experience, that Truth and Religion are too Sacred Things to be jelt· 


ed with at Man's Pleaſure, and that now thoſe who are above giving Honour to 
Religion, ſhall then find that they are not above being puniſh'd for the ſame ; and 


What greater Enemies to Truth and Religion can there be, then by ſeeking to diſ- 


courage it by evil Reports? to cenſure a Perſon by Wholeſale, and condemn his 


Writings by the Lump, as injurious to Mankind, without obj*&ing againſt "w_ 
; | 3 art 


% 


% 
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Part thereof, or giving the leaſt Reaſon for ſuch Behaviour, juſtly deſerves to be 
Cenſur'd, as proceeding rather from a criminal Raſhneſs, Prejudice, or Erior in 
Judgment, than from that prudent Diſcretion, and well advis d Principle, where- 
by every Chriſtian ought to Act; Could any thing I have made Publick be juſtly 
Cenſur'd, and clearly prov'd as abſolutely contrary to the Word of God, no one 
ſhould be more ready to object againſt, and condemn. it than myſelf; but if it once 
be admitted that the Docttine of the New Teſtament, or juſt Inferences therefrom, 
has a dangerous Tendency to prejudice the Mind of the Reader, alas! what grea- 
ter Cauſe of Triumph than this does Satan deſire? to what Purpoſe then was the 
Sacred Scripture given to us, ſince it has ſo evil a Tendency to affect the Mind. 
with Melancholly, and drive to Deſpair ? If this therefare be the Caſe, is it nor 
much better to be in the Condition of the Heathen World, and every one let: to 
bimſelf to do that which is right in his own Eyes? and where would not the in- 
dulging of ſuch an Hypotheſis carry the Mind? doubtleſs to the utter Abdication 
of Religion and . denying a God! But however Religion becomes a- Matter of 
Scorn and Contempt, Ridicule and Banter to fome; however it may be ſlan- 
der'd, as offending weak Minds, and driving them to Diſpair; however its true 
Profeſſors may be eſieem'd as io many Enthuſiaſts, or Madmen, by others, yet 
bleſſed be God, all are not of this Mind: I muſt confeſs myſelf greatly pleas'd 
with the Anſwer of his preſent Catholick Majeſty, as expreſs'd in the Publick 
Prints, who while others were ſerking to divert him wich diſcourſing upon the pre- 
ſent War with us, and Hopes he might thereby entertain of adding to his Kingdom, 


and promoting his Family, made no. other Reply, than that Theſe are terre trial 


Things, Obj:s of Care and D:ſquietude , why ſbould I be interrupted from think- 
ing upon God alone? doubtieſs to ſuch Minds as his Religion is look'd upon ag 
the one Thing moſt needful, and eſteem'd as the trueſt Honour of a King, the beſt 
Support of a Nation, and Glory of a Kingdom; and no doubt, by a like Senſe of 
Piety it was that mov'd his preſet Majeny to ſer forth a Proclamation for a gene- 


ral Faſi, as obſerv'd upon the Ninth Day of Fanuary laſt; 1942. to implore the 


Divine Aſſiſtance and Protection againſt the Enemy in the preſent War with 
Spa in, which indeed was truly commendable, and worthy to be had in honour- 
able Commemoration, with fervent Prayer that it may go farther, even to the pull- 
ing down the firong Holds of Sin, and cauſe Truth and Virtue to flouriſh and 
abound in its room; and there is nothing I more earneſtly deſire, than that by a 
like Spirit of Piety all requifite Means may be us'd to put a Stop to the mighty 
Flood of Impiety that now every where abounds, and which hag a greater Ten- 
dency to injure us, by baniſhing the Preſence of God from us, and-provoking 
him to give us up to Ruin, than if the Armies of the whole World were united 
againſt us, for if God be for un, who'can be againſt us ? but if he forſake us, who 
then can protect us? Righteouſneſs only exalteth a Nation, but Sin is the Re- 
proach, Curſe, and Deſtruction of Kingdoms; this is that accurſed Thing which 
has made the moſt fruitful Lands barten, overthrown the ſtrongeſt Nations, and 


laid the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms deſolate ; and every impious Perſon, every 


common Proſtitute, Whoremonger, Adulterer, prophane Swearer, Sabbath- breaker, 
yea, every notorious irreligious Perſon, is as prejudicial to the Good of Society, as 

a Highwayman or Thief, and contributes as much to the Deſtruction of Mankind, 
as the Sword of the molt inveterate Enemy: Vice therefore ought to be as much 


guarded againſt as the Army of a foreign Enemy, and the prophane Swearer aud 


Worker of Iniquity puniſh'd as ſeverely as a Robber or Thief, And Religion to 
you alio, my worthy Friend, I am well zſſur'd is of the higheſi Elleem and Re- 
Fe | 5 putat ion; 
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Putation ; your Love for Truth, and Experience in the Knowledge of God, has 


long ſince convinc'd you that the Study of. Morality, Chriſtian Morality I mean, 
is the nobleſt of all others; thoſe eternal Truths that regulare the Conduct of 


Man through all the Stages of his Duty to God and his Neighbour, and qualify | 


him for the Society of Men, Angels, and God himſelf ; this alone can truly be 
called the Science of Life, and will infiruQ us how to act any Part in this Scene 
of Things with Happineſs and Uſefulneſs, and Jeaye it with peric& Compolure, 


or rather with Joy, fince to be abſent from the Body is to be receivd into a 


much more glorious and bleſſed State, there to be affociated with the beſt Mo- 
raliſts and Philoſophers that ever liv'd, the wiſeſt Men and greateſt Benefactors to 
Mankind; namely, to Coni Cors and Martyrs for Truth and Righteouſneſs, to 
Piophets and Apoſtles, to Cherubins and Seraphins, to the Holy Spirit that ſearch- 
eth the Heart, and knoweth the deep Things of God, to Jeſus Chriſt the Media- 


tor of the New Teſtament, who ſo loved the World as to give himſelf for it, 


and to God the judge of all, who is above all, and thro! all, and in us all: By 


the due Conſideration of theſe Things it is that the Mind becomes duly prepar'd 


to meet the Lord, and to bear up under the Troubles of this evil World, where- 
by many thro' want of the Support of Religion are indeed driven to Diſpair, 
and from that to Deſtruction: By a due Attendance to the Courſe of Things ic 
will be found that moſt of the Troubles of thoſe who place their Happineſs upon 
this World, ariſes from the Diſappointments they meet with in their Expectations, 
they expe& more ſrom the World than it has Power to giye, they would be happy 
here, but alas! there is no Happineſs on this Side Fordan ; and great Expecta- 
tions ſeldom fail of producing great Diſappointments, which are attended with 
great Uneaſineſs and Diſquietude to the Mind; but we more eaſily bear with 
ſmall Diſappointments, therefore Moderation in all Things, but in Love to God 
and true Religion, is highly commendable: Man's higheſt Wiſdom conſiſts in 
a perſe& Reſignation to the Will of God, and conſtant Dependance upon Di- 
vine Providence, which ever cauſes all Things to werk together for Good to 
them that fear God and keep his Commandments ; this is to become a truly no- 
ble Philoſopher and Chriſtian, which quiets and calms the Spirits in Time of Dan- 
ger, and enables the Mind to bear up under the Troubles that threaten human 
Life, and piepares us for that Life where all Tears ſhall be wip'd from the Eyes, 
and Sorrows for ever baniſh'd from the Heart; where we ſhall ſee and enjoy God 
in the Perſection of Glory, and one another in the Excellency of Beauty; there 
ſhall we admire, and for ever ſtill continue to admire, the exceeding Riches of 
God's Love in Jeſus Chriſt, through whom we are exalted to fit in heavenly 
Places with God himſelf, in whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy, and at whoſe 
Rigbt- band are Pleaſures for evermore. And now, dear Sir, that the God of 
Love and Truth, the great Febovab, the ever blefled and adorable Trinity, Fa- 


ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſi, may be ever with you, continually directing your 


Mind in his Faith and Fear, and proſpering all your Undertakings to his Honour 
and Glory, and the Good of your Fellow Creatures, and finally bring you into 
the Enjoyment of himſelf in his eternal Glory and Preſence, is, and ſhall be the 
Prayers of your affe Kionate Well-wiſher in the Lord, and much oblig'd humble 
Bervant to Command, 8 


TREOPHILUS G PHILANTHROPOS. 
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TH ER 


PREFACE, or INTRODUCTION. 


Eligion is, of all other Things in 
the World, the moſt ancient, and 
molt noble for the Mind of Man to be 
employ'd about; it was firſt inſtituted 
in Heaven, where the great God was 
ador'd by Thouſands and ten Thouſands 
of Angels and bleſſed Spirits, many of 
whom laying aſide their Duty herein, 
was for their Rebellion and Diſobedience 


for ever baniſh'd the Preſence of God, 


and made Heirs of Hell, by whoſe 
Means Sin was brought into the World, 
and Death by Sin, Man hereby loſt 
Paradiſe, and. incurr'd to himſelf the 
Sentence of eternal Condemnation with 
the Angels that fell, yer that he and all 
his Poſterity might not periſh in like 
manner with them, Jeſus Chriſt of free 
Grace and generous Love, becomes an 
Advocate for Man, and ſatisfies Divine 
Jultice for bis Tranſgreſſion, by ſuffer- 


ing in his ſtead, thro' Faith in whom 


now Sin is done away, Tranſgreſſion 
pardon d, and Iniquity remember'd no 
more, and Man is again reſtor d to Life 
and Immortality; concerning which 
amazing and wonderful Tranſaction the 
ſucceeding Treatiſe herero is intended 
more clearly and fully to acquaint and 
inſtru the Mind herein, and to bring 
it to the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of che great Salvation purchas d to 
Mankind thro' bis Death; from him 
Cbriltianity had its Name, and is that 


Religion now profeſs'd among us, and 


which is indeed of all others the moſt 
excellent in the World, where it 
is truly profeſs'd and praQis'd, bur in 


tis Age among us the Name is much 
more common than the Thing, nay, 
there is ſa great a Deficiency: herein, 
that there ſeems to be no ſmall Oppoſi- 
tion between Goſpel Religion and Chuiſ- 


tianity ; nothing is more ſcarce than the 
former, and nothing more common than 
the latter; and as tho' they were direct- 
ly oppoſite, the one carnal, the other 
ſpiritual, the one is perſecuted by the 
other; Goſpel Religion is almoſt ſhut 
out of Doors, while Chriſtianity every, 
where abounds! let us go into the 
Streets, do we not find them full of 
Chriſtians ? ſome of them making even 
the very Streets ring with horrible Cur- 
ſing and Swearing ; while others are 
ſinging filthy prophane Songs, Songs 
of the Devils compoling, utterly ab- 
horr'd by Goſpel Religion, but great- 
ly attended to by Chriſtians ! others 
Cheating, Coulining, Biting and De- 
vouring their Fellow Crearures ſo far ag 
they are able to make a Gain of them 
in the way of Buying and Selling, Rob- 
dan, and Plunder; others you'll fee 

anding in Corners and Lanes of the 
City, ready to proſtitute themſelves to 
every Comer; all excellent Chriſiians ! 
and all hope to be ſav'd, who yet for, 
the ſake of a Piece of Bread ſeek to 
drown their Fellow Creatures in De- 
ſtruction, and give themſelyes to the 
Devils ! to theſe things Goſpel Religion 
is as directly oppolite as Light is to 
Darkneſs: From hence let us walk into 
the Fields, and here again, at times, 
you'll ſee Multitudes of Chriſtians; ſome 


greatly delighting themſelves in what | 


the Heathen would greatly bluſh and 
be aſham'd of, I mean that moſt ſcan- 
dalous and hoiribly barbarous Practice 
of tying dumb Creatures to the Stake, 
and ſporting themſelves with Clubding 
them to Death ! while others are no leſs 
engaged in delighting themſelves with the 
fighting of Dogs, Cocks, Se. itritating 
and fiirring them up to deſtroy each o- 

| : ther; 


cher; others ſtirring up Children to 
fight, or Men one with another: Theſe 
and ſuch like barbarous and ſavage Ex- 
erciſes do Chriſtians delight in! wbile 
others are no leſs diligent to watch the 
Opportunity of picking every one's. 


Pocket, and collecting what they can 


from all that paſs by them, and theſe 
are no leſs good Chriſtians than the 
former! But Goſpel Religion is an utter 
Stranger to all theſe Things, and being 


directly oppoſite to them, it hates and 


abhors them: Now ler us go from the 
Fields into the Alchouſ-s, and ſuch like 
Places of Reſort; and theſe likewiſe 
we find crowded with Chriſtians Glut- 
toning, Drinking to Excel, Curfing, 
Swearing, Damning. Sinking, falling 
together by the Ears, Sec. as tho' all 
their Biayery lay in labouring to make 
themſelves reproachſul even to the Swine 
that wallow in the Mire ! this is the 
Behaviour of Chriſtians! From hence if 
we convey ouiſelves into Night, or 
Bawdy- Hcuſes, here we ſhail meet with 


another Set of Chriſtians, committin 


all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, and 
labouring therein as if they meant to 


take Hell by Storm! and yet theſe are 


all! Chriſtians, and all hope to be ſavd! 
From hence Jet us go to Playhouſes 
and Maſquerades, and thele again 
we find throng'd with Chriſtians, de- 
lighting in Vanity, gaudy App'ar- 
a ces, and criminal Amuſements, lay- 
ing Schemes of Wickednefs, and con- 


triving how to put them in Execution! 
with his Mater; therefore thine own 


to al] which Things Goſpel Religion is 
an utter Stranger, and to which it is 
abominable: A:d now let us berake 
outſeives from hence to the Bouſe of 


God, where ſurely we may expect to 


find all Harmony, Peac*, Love, and 
Concord, ſince this is abſolutely requir d 
in the Servants of God, and mult be 
Fund in all that belong to him; but 
:?25! here alſo you'll ſee much Diſorder, 
Debate, and Strife, very ſad to behold ! 


bot much more melancholly and dread- 


fl in its Conſequen ces, in as much as it 


greatly rends to convert the Houſe of 


i PREFACE. 


God from being a Place of Order, 
Union, and Devotion, into a Place of 
Diſorder, Confuſion, and Strife, which 
greatly contributes ta make the Wor- 
ſhip of God contemptible; wherein is 
it not firange, that time after time 
ſhould be heard Orders ſounding from the 


Desk, prohibiting all Strangers the bleſ- 


ſed Sacrament? and it any ſuch offer 
themſelves, to refuſe receiving them! 
correſpondent to which you will ſee 
Perſons attending the Lord's Table, not 
to be Partakers of that bleſſed Feaſt 
themſelves, but to interrup*', hinder, 
and ſend away ſome of thoſe that 
would! is not the Chatacter of theſe 
Chriſtians long ſince deſcrib'd by our 
bleſſed Lord? who denies none to come 
to him, bur ſaith to ſuch as would hin- 
der them, Te vill neither po into the 
Kingdom of Heaven yourſelves, nor 
ſuffer thoſe that cvould to enter in: 
But, O Man, by what Authority doſt 
thou this Thing? or who is he that 
gave thee this Authority? the all gra- 
cious and loving Jeſus Chriſt calls to 
all that ſee themſelves heavy laden with 
their Sins to come to him, haſt thou 
then a Right to oppoſe his Will, and 
ſay o any thou ſhalt not come? God 
has commanded it ſo to be, without 
any Reſtriction to the Place where; and 
ſhall Man preſume to countermand 
God's Commands ? alas for thee ! but, 
O Man, be perſwaded wel} to conſider 
what thou doſt, and remember who it is 
that ſaith, Wo? to bim that flriveth 


Wickedneſs fpall correct thee, and thy 
Backſlidines foall reprove thee ; know 
therefore and ſee that it 1 an evil 
Thing and bitter that thou ha ſt forſa ken 
the Lord thy God, and that my Fear is 
not in thee, ſaith the Lord God of Hoſts, 
Iſa. xlv. 9. Jer. ii. 19. Repent there- 
fare of the Evil-of thine Heart, and be 


turned unto the Lord and ſerve him 
faithfully, fo ſhall thy Sins be forgiven © 
thee, and Iniquity ſhall not be thy 


Ruin, But perhaps it may here be re- 


ply'd, that every one ought to receive 
8 the 
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the Sacrament in their own Pariſh ; it 
13 true, they ought ſo to do as often as 


it is offer'd, and they have Opportu-, 


ni:y : But ſuppoſe it be only Monthly 
adminiſtred in their own Pariſh (as is the 
Caſe in moſt Pariſhes, except upon the 
firſt Sunday in the Month) muſt a 
pious Soul, who thirſts to feed upon 
Chrift daily at his Sacred Table, and 
to enjoy this Bleſſing, goes to that 
Church where he knows it is Weekly 
adminiſtied; and upon his coming there, 
muſt he be prohibited the Feaſt of God, 
and fent away with being told to go co 
his own Pariſh and receive it, when at 
the ſame time ir is not there admini- 
ſter'd 2 ſurely it is eaſy to ſee the Im- 
p'opriety of the Reply, as well as the 


great Irreligiouſneſs of ſuch Behaviour: 


But perhaps the Communicant prefenting 
is a Traveller, has no Pariſh, is only a 
Stranger and Pilgrim in the Earth, and 
is glad to meet with Chiiſt at bis bleſ- 
fed Feaſt where he can find him, hears 
where he is ſo to be meet with, goes 


with Joy in order to receive him, but. 


when he comes, to his inexpreſſible Sor- 
row is deny d it becauſe he is a Stran- 
ger! Surely, this is doing him the ur- 
moſt Injury; yea, it is a Matter of the 
greateſt Cruelty to his Soul, which will 
one Day be ſurely viſited upon all 
ſuch, who thus oppoſe themſelyes 
againſt God: The bleſſed Sacrament, 
as it is the Gift of God, who invites 
ail thereunto, no Man has a Right to 


forbid any that God calls, and it ought 


to be great Matter of Joy to ſee the 
Lord's Table much crowded with Coin- 
municants, for tho' the Reception of 
that bleſſed Feaſt does not neceſſarily 


| beſpeak a Prrſon to be a Chriſtian, yet 
it is an Evidence that hereby be gives 


Teſtimony of the Expediency and Uſe- 
fulneſs of the Sacrament, and by his 


Example reproves thoſe who would be 
accounted good Chriſtians, while yer 


to the great Shame and Blemiſh of 
our molt boly Religion, they frequent 


Orginance ; it is Matter of no ſmall 
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Concern to ſee how many are guilty of 
this Practice, and ſome allo of thoſe 
who ſhould be firſt in ſetting a direct 
contrary Example; but how greatly 
void of Chriſtianity, yea, of Humanity 
does it beſpeak thoſe to be, who ſeek 
to lefſen that ſmall Number that wait 
upon the Lord in this bleſſed Feaſt, by 
commanding ſome away therefrom, and 
not ſuffering them to partake of the 
ſame, when Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
Maller of the Fealt, invites them to it ? 
does any one ſee himſelf heavy laden 
with his Sin? does he ſee the abſolute 
Neceſlity of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt 
alone thro' Faith in him? does he ſee 
the bleſſed Sacrament a Means of Grace, 
in the humble and diligent Uſe of 
which Jeſus Chriſt has promis'd to meet 
him? does he thirſt after Pardon and 
Mercy? yea, does he ſincerely love bis 
Saviour, and long to meet him in this 
his Ordinance? for ſuch a one as this 
ic is that the Invitation concerns, ſuch 
are the Objects for whom this Sacred 
Feaſt of Love was inſtituted, they are 
poſſeſs'd of the Preparation meet hereto ; 
Jeſus Chriſt invites them to come to his 
Table; he is ready to receive them, and 
no one, neither Man nor Angel has a 
Right to forbid them, and whoſoever 
ſhall preſume ſo to do, ſhall become 
guilty before God, and certainly beer 
his Iniquity; and who can tell but that 
thoſe who are watch'd againſt to be 


tura'd away from the Sacrament, may =; 


be the very Perſons thus qualify'd or 
prepar'd, whom Chriſt invies to it, for 
whom it was prepar'd, and to whom it 
properly belongs? Conſider theretore! 
O ye, my Friends, that thus behave 
conſider tneſe Things, and well remem- 
ber that hereby you ſtrive againſt God, 
and by ſo doing you greatly offend 
Chriſt, and provoke him ta give you 
over to DefiruRion, for all cheſe Things 
are ten by him, and noted in his Book 
of Remembrance: O therefore be at- 
vis d, I beſeech you, to conſider theſe 


ly turn their Backs upon this Sacred Things prudently as Men, yea, rather 


as Chliſtiaus; repent of the Evil of 
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your Doings, and do ſo no more, but viouſly neceſſary to the Reception of 


Pray to God that the Thoughis of your 
Hearts may be forgiven you, and that 
you may be perſe ct y conveited and live 
for ever; but if you ſtill reſolve to make 
a Mock at Sin, and go on in the Ways 
of your own Heart, then be well aflur'd, 
that what Contempt ſoever you may 
caſt upon the Advice here earneſily re- 
commended to your Conſideration, or 
however you may deſpiſe the Author 
thereof, yet the Time will come eer 
Jong, when alas! too late you will ſee 
the Unhappineſs of your Conduct here- 
in, and greatly w.ſh yourſelf amongſt 
the Number of thoſe you now oppoſe 
and contemn. Others there are, who 
tho' at Times they ſhew a Diſpoſition to 
receive the holy Sacrament, yet when 
requir'd in order hereto previoully ſome 


time before to ſigniſy the ſame, by ſend- 


iog their Names, according to the Di- 
rection of the Rubrick, are greatly 
eftended at it, and ſhew a Diſpoſition 
very contrary to that a Perſon duly qua- 
lified for the Sacrament ought to have, 
chuſing rather to contend the Matter 
by Law, than to comply herein, ſor 
Debate, Strife, and Contention is as di- 
rely oppoſite to that Spirit of Love, Hu. 
mility, and Meekneſs which is neceſſary 
to qualify a Perſon for the Reception of 
the holy Sacrament, as Light is to Dark- 
neſs: But, my Friends, you that are 
thus minded, ſuffer, I pray ycu, the 
Expoſiulation of the great Apolile to be 
of ſome Uſe and Benefit to you; Now 
therefore, ſays he, there is utterly a 
Fault among you, becauſe you go to Law 
ene with another; why do ye not rather 
take Wrong * why do ye not rather ſuffer 
yourſelves to be deſrauded ? 1 Cor. vi. 
7. Conſider, my well. beloved Friends, 
yea, conſider well, I pray you, whether of 
two Evils it be not better to ehuſe the 
leaſt ? is it not then much more Charge 
and Trouble to contend at Law, than 
to comply with the Thing defir'd ? 
ray, may not this be done without 
either Charge or Trouble? had ſome 
great Thing been requird as pre- 


* * N 


the bleſſed Sacrament, ſhould it be 
thought much to be comply d with, how 
much more than ought that to be e- 
ſteem'd as a Thing of Nought, when 
the giving a Day's Notice is the only 
Thing requir'd ? and can you think 
this a Matter worth contending in Law 
for, to know whether you can be com- 
pelled -hereto or not ? O my Brethren, 
think of it again ſeriouſly, and ſurely 
you can't but think it a Matter ſo tri- 
fling as not to be worth diſputing 
about: Bur adinit that you think it a 
rea] Impoſition, a Hardſhip upon you to 
be compell'd hereto, in order to the 
Reception of the bleſſed Sacrament, and 
that no other Od jection lies in the 
way, yet are you not Chriſtians; as 


ſuch therefore I again addreſs myſelf to 


you in the Apoſtle's Words; Deavly Be- 
loved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather 
give place unto Wrath; for it is urit- 
ten. Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
ſaith the Lord ; therefore, be not over- 
come of Evil, but overcome Evil with 
Good ; and in Patience poſſeſs your Souls, 
Rom. xii. 19, 21. St. Luk. xxl. 19. 
Certainly you can't but know this, 
That as it is commanded by the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, ſo does it alſo beſpeak a 


much more noble Diſpoſition to over- 
come Evil with Good, than to return 
Evil ſor Evil; wherefore, my dearly 
beloved Brethren, whom [I long for in 
the Lord, you that are thus minded, 
be not Wrath very ſore, I beſeech you, 
but bear with me while Jearneſtly entreat 
you well to conſider of what manner 
of Spirit the Goſpel of Chriſt requires 
you to be: Jcſus Chriſt is propos'd 
for our Imitation, Lean of me, ſays he, 
for I am meek and lowly in Heart, and 
ye Hall find Reſt to your Souls: I ſay 
unto you. love your Enemies, bleſs then 
that curſe you do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which 
diſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you, 
St. Mat. v. 44. & xi. 29. Examine 
yourſelves now, I pray you, and fee 
whether this Spirit dwells in you or no; 
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do forgive Injuries ? why then are » 
inclin d to Law ? you have a Zeal for 
God; but remember, it is not the Zeal 
of Saul, but the Zeal of Paul that 
makes a Chriſtian ; are you inclin'd to 
Strite and Debate? then glory not, for 
| this is not the Spirit of the Apoſtle 
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do you find in yourſelves a Diſpoſition 


Paul, who earneſtly exhorts, ſaying, 


Be ye Followers of me, as 1 alſo am of 
* Chbrift ; Being veviled, lays he, we 
* bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; 
be ing defam'd, ue entreat, 1 Cor. xi. 


1. & iv. 12, 13. Wherefore, Beloved, 


think of theſe Things; ſee here the 
true Spirit of Chriſtianiry recommended 
to your Imitation; labour to obtain the 
ſame, and you- will no longer ſeek to 
revenge yourſelves, by returning Evil 
for Evil, but commit it to God, and 
ſeek to overcome Evil with Good. 


Conſider theſe Things, I pray you, as 


becomes a prudent and ſerious Chriſ- 


tian; and then, as it is friendly advis'd, 
ſo it will be friendly receiv'd, and in- 


| ſtead of exciting your Diſpleaſure, will 


raiſe the contrary Paſſion towards me ; 
who in the Words of the great Apoſile 


paul, earneſtly beſeech you, Brethren, 
Dy the Name of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 


that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and 
that there be no Diviſions among you; 


but that ye be perfetly join d togetber 
| in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 
| - Fudgment, 1 Cor, i. 10. But farther, 
® others there are, who inſtead of re- 


joicing with the truly pious Chriſtian, 


at the Opportunity of frequently com- 
wuning with the holy Jeſus in his Feaſt 
of Love, do not bluſh to complain of 


the Frequeney of Weekly Communion ! 
and one eſpecially, whoſe Zeal in the 
Matter preceding and following, bas 


pot been a little remarkable; even he, 
I ſay, bas been for abridging it only to 
7 three times in a Year! We will bave 
it. ſaid he, only three times a Tear! a 
2X ſufficient Indication this, ſurely, whereby 


to judge fiom what Sort of Spirit this 


2 Leal proceeds, and of the abundant 


Need there is for Converting Grace 
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(and Oh! may it come ſpeedily) 
when one of the moſt ſolemn and be- 
neficial Privileges of Chriſtianity is fo 
lightly eſteem'd and negleRed! to which 
unchriſtian Motion, a noble Reply was 
immediately return'd by a worthy Mi- 
nifier of God then preſent. But fare 
ther, here alſo you may ſee another 
Thing perhaps no leſs ſtrange, namely, 
the Pulpit ſtrongly guarded againſt the 
Servants of God, whereby they are re- 
ſtrain d Entrancechereintp. and preaching 
from thence the Way to Salyation thro* 
Faith alone in Jeſus Chriſt, and are com- 
pell'd to read Homilies from the Desk, 
inſtead of Sermons from the Pulpit; 
while others, being depriv'd the Ule of 
the Church, by the like Neceſſity, 


preach in the Church-Yard, Fields, 


Commons, or any where, where they 
may find a Place! And why are 
they thus us d, revil'd, perſecuted, de- 
fam'd ? are they not the Servants of 
the Living God ? are they not true 
Goſpel Miniſters? do they not preach 
Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified ? ſtrange 
Treatment ſure in a Chriſtian Land! 
that ſo much Zeal and Diligence ſhould | 
be ſhewa in oppoſing any of the true 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, in preaching 
the Goſpel and Word of God in Sin- 
cerity and Truth; are they not ſincere? 
do they not teſtiſy the Sincerity of their 
Zeal for God by the nobleſt Touchſtone 
of Sincerity, namely, a due Conformity 
of Example. co their Precepts in Reli- 
gion, diligently ptactiſing that them- 
ſelves which they recommend to others? 
truly fo far as I am able to judge, by 
the Experience I have had herein, this 
is their Behaviour, and therefore while 
they walk according tothe Goſpel of Chriſt, 
greatly reſpect and eſteem them : Oh! 
may the Number of ſuch daily increaſe, 


to the adorning the Goſpel of God in 


all Things, pulling down the ſtrong 
Holds of Sin, and ſetting up the King- 
dom of Grace: It ought indeed to be 
matter of much Wonder to ſee Perſons 
delighted while they behold any uſed 
With ſuch Treatment, who thirſi fo after 
| | their 
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their Happineſs, as even to ſpeak well to 
thoſe who thus abuſe them, beſeeching 
them, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be recon- 
cil'd un'o God; but thus is the Di- 
vine Word fulfill'd, as it is written, 
They that forſuke the Law praiſe the 
Wicked, but ſuch as keep the Law con- 
tend with them, (Prov. xxviii. 4.) and 
while any of theſe mighty zealous Chriſ- 
tians expreſs great Concern for the Hon- 
our of Religion, and loudly complain 
that Chriſtianity is ſcandaliz'd by irre- 
gular Practices, while at the ſame time 
they themſelves ate the Authors of it, 
tt ro' their uncivil Behaviour, how neatly 
do they correſpond with the Fews of 
old? who while they would be thought 
to ſhew great Zeal for Religion, crying 
out, The TEMPLE OF THE LorD, the 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 
Lord, while by their Obſtinacy, Rebel- 
lion and Sin, they were pulling Deſtruc- 
tion upon it with great Power? O con- 
fider theſe Things, ye that forget God, 
lefi be pluck you away and there be none 
to deliver jou: Bur why ſhould any be 
thus greatly diſpleas'd with the Servants 
of God ? yea, why ſhould they be perſe- 
cuted for Righteouſneſs ſake ? why 
ſhould any be baniſh'd from Civil So- 
eieiy 2s Diſturbeis of the Common 
Good, while with all their Might they 
labour to promote that upon which the 
Common Good depends? Bur Oh! 
ye, wy dearly beloved Brethren in the 
Iord, who are thus treated, fear 
ve not the Reprozach of Man, neither 
be afraid of their Revilings; bur 1e- 
member who it 1s that hath ſaid, If 
they have perſecuted me they will alſo 
perſecute o; Jer this be your Comfort 
rherefcre, yia, let it be Matter of ex- 
ceeding Conſolation, that ye are counted 
worthy to ſuffer Reproich for C'rilt's 
fake, remembeiing that by ſoch Treat- 
mert much Honovr is done to you, be- 
cauſe beteby is fulfilled upon vou the 
Wards of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
intitling you thereby to the cieat and 
precious Promiſes and Blelſinos there- 
unto annex d, (St Mat. v 10, 11. Luk. 
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vi. 22, 23.) Fear not therefore litile 


Flock, for it 1s your Father's good Plea- 
ſure to give you the Kingdom. Theſe 
Things I mention not from the uncer- 
tain Report of others, but from my own 
certain Knowledge of the Truth of them, 
but how earneiily could I wiſh that 
they were all falſe ! for indeed they are 
Things which ought not to be found 
in a Chriſtian Land, bur being found, 
every Chriſtian ſhould ſhew their Re- 


ſentment againſt them, and publ ckly 


declare their Abhorrence of them, tho' 
by ſo doing they expoſe themſeives ſo 
much the more to the Contempt and 
Rage of the World: Oh! my Soul, 
come not ihou into their Council, and 
to their Aſſembly mine Honour be not 
thou united! but alas ! what can Man 
do? at the moſt he can only deſtroy 
the Body, he car not deſtroy the Soul; 
reach me, O holy Jeſus, to ſear, love, and 
ſerve him only who is able to dellroy 
both Body and Soul in Hell: As to 
myſelf, I do not look for Happineſs here, 


my Hopes of Joy are beyond the gloomy 


Proſpect of this Life, and the Experience 
I have already had in the World, fully 
convinces me, that this Life is a State 
of Tribulation 16 all them that look for 
ſuture Glory; 1 rhirft after the Happi- 
neſs of all, and Oh ! that the Inhabi- 
tants of the whole World might be 
turn'd unto the Lord, thit they might 


receive Jeſus Chriſt by Faith and Love, 


and live, for ever! Why then am [ 
treated as an Evil doer, and reproach'd 
with that which no one can prove? yea, 


why am | excluded the Soc.ety of Men, 9 
and thereby depriv'd the Opportunity of 4 


eicher improving myſclf, or ſeeking to 
improve others? a Memorial of this 


Nature I muff not forget here to wen- 
tion: On the 2 5˙¹h of December Jait, 1 
1739. being the Day obſerv'd in Re- 
membrance of our bl-lled Lord's Nari- M8 
viiy, going into the Veſtry after 8 
mon, was there met by one of the 22a—- 
jous Pariſhioners afore-mention'd, wio 8 
ſeems to berhe chief Spes ker of the Veltiy, 8 
who addreſſing himſelf to me in a man- 

neff 
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tle. © ner that expreſs'd much Diſplea ſure and 
lea. _* Reſentment, inform'd me, That there 
hele {j vat an Order of Ve ſtry againfl my 
cer- coming there ; and therefore I way re- 


wn A qu ir d to have a due Regard thereto in 
ems order to avoid farther Trouble Alas! 
that # unhappy for me, to be deny'd the Plea- 
are ſure of ſuch Company! and that with- 
und out giving the leaſt Reaſon of Truth for 
ind, ſuch Treatment: What Evil have I 
Re- done? Jet it be faithfully declar'd, and 
cklx ] will thank them for it: This I men- 
tho“ tion as the higheſt Honour that has yet 
s ſo been conferr'd upon me; what infinite 
and Cauſe have I to rejoice, that it is not 
oul, ia the Power of Man to baniſh me from 
and God! O bleſſed Father, I thank thee 
not for this Token of thy Love, ever let it 
Man be increas'd upon me! and the more I 
iroy am excluded from the Society of Men, 
oul; even ſo much the more let me dwell in 
and Love and Union with thee my God! 
iroy by this I know, O bleſſed Jeſus, that 
s to thou loveſt me, becauſe thou doſt ſuffer 
here, me to be evil ſpoken of for thy ſake; 
omy and this alſo I know, that however the 
iencſde World may hate me, yer thoſe that fear 
fully the Lord will be glad when they ſee 
State me, becauſe I have put my Truſt in him: 
k for O Lord Jeſus! let thy Will be done by 
appi-⸗ me, and with me, now and for ever; 
habi- and I beſeech thee to-pardon and forgive 
r be thoſe who unjuſtly think Evil of me: 
nicht Upon this Head I ſhall only add farther, 
Love, that when it is a Privilege, it ought to 
am | i be efleem'd a Happineſs to be able to 
2ch'd , withdraw one's ſelf from evil Company, 
yea, or thoſe of moroſe and ill natur'd Diſ- 
Men, i poſitions; He that hath Ears to hear, 
ity of let him hear. But laſily, others there 
ng to are, who while they take to themſelves 
* this the Name of Chriſtians, yet ſpare no 
wen- Pains nor Coſt to depreciate Reveal d 
la't, Religion and make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
Re- of none Effect, and by an impious Bold- 
Nati- neſs would oppoſe Reaſon to Revelation, 
Sei- and brine all Things into a State of 
> 22a- FF Natural Religion, as alone ſufficient to 
Wo Salvation! Hence then from a due Con- 
eltiy, ſiderat ion of the preceding Truths, doth | 
man- it not ſeem evidently to appear that 
ner 
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Chriſtianity: and Goſpel Religion is very 
oppoſite one to the other? bur alas, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, they are but one and the 
ſame Thing, and thoſe who thus behave _ 
evidently declare that as yet they are 
no Chriſtians ; there muſt be a Reforma- 
tion or elſe Ct riſt will profit them no- 
thing; alas for them! where will they 
end at la{t ! if they will not be Chriſtians 
according to the Goſpel of Chriſt, there 
is no other Name given under Heaven 
whereby they can be ſay'd, neither will 
the bare Name of Chriſtianity be of any 
Uſe, for as Religion without Faith is 
dead, ſo Chriliianity without Practice 
conformable thereto i likewiſe dead, for 
not be that calleth me Lord, Lord, ſays 
our bleſſed Maſter, hut he that doth the 
Will of my F:they which is in Heaven. 
Eternal Lifeis freely offer's to loſt Man by 
Jeſus Chriſt, thro' Faith in bim; a Faith, 
which worketh by Love; a Love, which 
begets in us true Obedience; an Obe- 
dience, which wholly ſubdues us to the 

Goſpel of Chriſt, mortifying every cor- 
rupt Paſſion, and every inordinate Af- 
fection, crucifying the Fleſh with its AF- 
fetions and Luſts, and walking ſo ag 
we have bim for an Example: This, and 
this only, it is to be Chriſtians, profeſſing 
Religion in the Fear of the Lord, al- 
ways bearing in Mind a due Senſe of the 
excceding Riches of Chriſt's Love in lay- 
ing down his life rg fave us from eter- 
nal Damnation, which by rea ſon of Sin 
we all deſeryd, and all became fubj-& 
to, for that all have ſinned in our firſt 
Parents, ſo the Sentence of Reprobation 
paſs'd upon all Mankind to their Con- 
demation, ard. there is no Poſltbilicy of 
eſcaping Damnation, but thro' the Me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith in him; 
but tho' there is none ſo pure in the 
Sight of God as that they can poſſibly be 
ſav'd but by the precious Blood of Chriſt, 
yet is there ſcarce any one, how wicked 
ſoever, that thinks he deſerves Damna- 
tion; yea, among thoſe who expreſs 
much Love for Chriſt, acknowledging 
the Neceſlity of his coming to ſave them 
from the Effect of Sin, which is Dam- 

< nation, 
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nation, yet theſe appear ſtrangely ſur- 
priz'd at being ask d whether they ever 
thought they deſerv'd to be damn'd ? 
while others are ſo greatly offended at 
the Queſtion, that they are ready to pre- 
pare themſelves to Battle againſt the Per- 
ſon that preſumes to put it to them; but 
yet how terrible or diſpleaſing ſoever this 
may be to the Hearer, yet there is no- 
thing more true than that we all deſery'd 
what Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave us from ; 
but he came to fave us from eternal 
Damnation, and therefore the holieſt 
Man that ever livd, even Abrabam 
himſelf, (O impious Thought !) the 
the Father of the Faithful and Fiiend of 
God, deſerv'd no leſs than eternal Dam- 
nation; for he look'd for Redemption in 
Jeſus Chriſt, yea, he ſaw it and greatly 
rejoicd : Be not offended at the Word as 
ſome have been, and as every ſelf- 
righteous, worldly wiſe, and unbelicying 
Chriſtian will be, for till you can ſee 
this great Truth, you'll ne'er be able to 
ſe the exceeding Riches of Chriſt's Love 
towards you, nor the full Extent of the 
mighty Obligation you have to loye him 
as you ought ; but rather let your Diſ- 
pleaſure be tury'd into Joy, and give 
Glory to the God of Heaven, who him- 
ſelf has provided a Remedy againſt this 
dreadful Evil, and has ſhewn you a way 
how to avoid it, namely, by Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt: But are you ſtill in Doubt 
about this Matter? then ſeriouſly ask 
yourſelf this Qusſtion, wherefore did 
Chriſt die? was it not to ſave me from 


eternal Miſery ? if ſo, then you certain-- 


ly deſerv'd it, otherwiſe Chriſt has died 
in vain, and his Death is nothing worth; 
but Chriſt could not die in vain, there- 
fore that for which he died to free you 
from, even that you juſtly deſery'd ; bur, 
as was ſaid before, he died to ſave you 
from Damnation, and therefore you de- 
ſery'd to be damn'd; but if now you 
do not ſee the Truth of this, it is be- 
cauſe you are as yet in a State of Dark- 
neſs, having your Mind blinded, and 
your Heart eſiranged from the Love of 
Chriſt, knowing nothing as you ought 


PREFACE: 


to know: Be entreated therefore to 
ſtrive more earnclily-with God for the 


Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, whereby 


you will be able clearly ro know your 
ſelf, and diſcern this great Truth : And 
Oh ! that it was deeply engrav'd in the 
Hearts of all, that we all might be able 


to ſee the exceedingRiches oſ Chriſt's Love ; 
towards us, and love him as we ought, 


for till then we are but almoſt Chriſtians, 
ſince we can never be truly ſenſible of the 
Greatneſs of our Obligation duly to love 
a Benefactor, till we are able clearly to 
ſee the Greatneſs of his Love manifeſted 
to us in ſaving us from ſome great Evil ; 
and eternal Damnation which Chriſt 
died to ſave us from, is ſurely by far che 
greateſt of all Evils; ſo ſoon then as we are 
able clearly to ſee this great Truth, we 
ſhall be laid low even to the Duſt, all 
high Thoughts of ourſelves will imme- 
diately vaniſh, and we ſhall ſee ourſelyes 
much more vile and baſe then the Bealis 
that periſh; we ſhall no longer look 
die in our own Sight, and ſwell with 
the Imagination of our own Wiſdom ; 
neither ſhall we any longer glory in our 
evil Hearts, as the nobleſt of the Crea- 
tion, and vaunt ourſelves as Lords over 
all, but conſidering ourſelves as render'd 
by Sin the vileſt and moſ wretched of 
all Creatures, we ſhall bumble ourſelves 
in Duſt and Aſhes; and when we are 
able ro do this, then will the Hand of 
God lift us up, and exalt us far above 
the whole Creation, our Sins ſhall va- 
niſh from us as the Wind, and the 
Light of God's Grace will abundantly 
ſpring forth in our Souls, whereby we 
ſhall be able clearly to ſee, with Won- 
der and Amazement, the exceeding 
Riches of Chriſt Jeſus, in giving himſelf 
a Sacrifice for Sin, to ſave us from eter- 
nal Condemnation ; then, and not till 


then, ſhall we walk as Chriſtians, both 


by Precept and Example, practiſing Re- 
ligion holily in the Fear of the Lord, 


bearing always a patient Mind under the 
 AﬀMiRions and Diſtreſſes of this Life, as 


conſidering that let them be what they 
will, they are yet infinitely leſs than we 
have 
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8 2 have deſerv'd, and as having now our 
F SP Hope with Chriſt, that e er long we ſhall 
ere be for ever with the Lord, ſhall have 
er abundant Cauſe, with the great Apoſile 

he St. paul, rather to rejoice in Tribulation 
r and Reproaches for Chriſt's ſake, than la- 
e ment and grieve for the ſame: Where- 
| fore, I beſeech you, O kind Reader, 
yea, I earnefily entreat you by the Mer- 
2% cies of God, that you do not deceive 
*Z yourſelf in a Matter of ſuch mighty Im- 
pbortance, and which of all other Things 
® moſt nearly concerns you, ſince the 
eternal Happineſs of your immortal Soul 
depends upon it, but firiQly and daily 
examine yourſelf, and ſee whether Chriſt 
be in you or not, for if you are as yet 
$ altogether without him, than let your 
Profeſſion to Chriſtianity be what it will, 
yet it will profit you nothing; ſuffer nor 
pride, Prejudice, or Paſſion to with-hold 
vou from becoming duly acquainted with 
2 yourſelf, but receive the Truth as it is in 


your 


able 
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'X yourſelf thereby deſerving eternal Con- 
demnation, yet while you ſee this, you 
at the ſame time ſee your Saviour; and 
how glorious a Proſpect is it, that while 
vou ſee yourſelt loſt by Sin, you at the 


ſame time ſee yourſelf ſav'd by Chriſt ? 


27 behold him with the Eye of Faith, who 
with extended Arms nail'd to the Croſs 
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IX 
kindly receive it as a Token of Chriſtian 
Love. defign'd for the Improvement of 
your Soul in uſeful Knowledge, I mean 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to inſtruct you how ſo 
to walk in bis Faith and Fear, as to ob- 
tain eternal Life: Conſider, 1 beſeech 
you, that altho Chriſt has laid down his 
Life for you, yet his Death will profic 
you nothing while you take no heed to 
live as becometh Chriſtianity; frequent- 
ly examine youſelf therefore, and ſee 
whether you be in the Faith or no, and 
pray often ro God, for without Prayer 
you can neither know him nor love him, 
yea, frequent Prayer is as needful for 
the Sou] as Food is for the Body, with- 
out which it cannot live: Do you doubt 
whether you love Chriſt or no? can 
you love your Friend without knowing 
it ? ſo neither can you love Jeſus Chrilt 
without feeling it in your Soul, and be- 
ing well affur'd you do love him : O 
therefore examine yourſelf, and ſee whe- 
ther his Love be in you or no; if it be, 
then you will often talk of him. for What 
we lincerely love, we delight frequently 
to diſcourſe of; yea, you will greatly 
delight to do his Will, as a Man de- 
lighteth ro do what is pleaſing to his 
Friend: Pray earneſtly and frequently 
unto him; that he would ſtrengthen 
your Faith and Love towards him, 
and make you truly ſenſible of the great 
sinlulnels and Vileneſs of your own Na- 
ture, that fo from a due Senſe thereof, 
you may flee to him for Mercy and Par- 
don, and lay hold on him by Faith and 
Love; he calls to the Sinner that is 
weary and heavy laden with his Sin to 
come to him for Peace and Reſt ; make 
haſte "therefore to him even while it is 
called to Day, leaſt by delaying it ano- 
ther Day it prove a Day too late, and 
then thou art loſt and undone for ever; 
read the Sacred Scripture frequently with 
Care and Prayer, imploring God's en- 
lightning Grace that you may ſee the 
Wonders of his Love towards Mankind 
therein contain'd, and learn to bleſs and 
adore him for the ſame; fear not the 
CE] Reproach 


— n 
. : 3 


* 


0 3 
S e e e 2 
. 


U 
ö 
55 
1 
2 
11 
IS 


Boone 


— vv. 
—— ee +. * e l 


x ” PRE FA C. E. 


Reproach of Men for. the Cauſe of God, 


neither be aſraid of their Revillings, who- 


ever they be that would diſcourage you 
from ſtedfaſtly adhering to God, regard 
them not, yea, tho' they be as dear to 
thee as the Wife: of thy Boſom, or as thy 
Friend whom thou loveſt as thine own 
Soul (Dent. xiii. 6.) yet regard them not, 
inaſmuch as herein they act the Part of 
an Enemy, yea, of the Devil himſelf, 
who under Pretence of giving friendly 
and good Advice, ſeeks to rob you of 
your Soul; and that cunning. Serpent 
ſometimes ſpeaks by the Mouths of good 


People to this, Purpoſe, even as he once 


did by the Mouth of Peter to our Lord 
(Mark viii, 32, 3 3.) and is deſerving no 
other Reply. than what was there re- 
turn'd to him by the Lord of Life; name- 
ly, Cet thee behind me, Satan; for thou 
ſavoure ſt not the Things that be of God, 
hut the Tbings that be of Men; this 


I do the more earneſtly preſs, as having 


myſelf wet with much of this kind of 
Treatment, ſince God vouchlaf'd to call 
me to the Knowledge of his Son, and 
well know by Experience the great Ten- 
dency it bas. to diſquiet and diſcourage 
the Mind inthe Work of Grace; but thou, 
beloved in the Lord, regard it not, 
however the Devil may rage againſt you 
by Slander, Calumny and Reproach, 
whoſe Malice towards you will. always 
encreaſe in Proportion as your Soul is 
converted to God, and your Zeal for 
his Honour weakens the Tyrant's King- 
dom in the Hearts of Mankind, yet Fbe- 
ſeech you regard him not, by what 
Means or by whomſoever he ſeeks to diſ- 
courage you from the good Ways of God, 
be well aſſur d, hat God being with 


you, there is more for you then can be 


againſt: you; moreover, as you would 
improve in the Love of God, be always 
careſul to guard againſt Prejudice, Ma- 
lice and Envy, ſor this is that Spirit of 


the Devil which, will drive thee from 


God, and ſtarve thee into Deſtruction; 


- this it was that Crucified the Lord of 


Life, and does ſtill Crucify him in the 
Hearts of all them in whom it dwells; 


pray earneſily to God therefore that he 
would take from you this accurſed Spi- 
rit, and give you the Spitit of Meekneſs 
and Love towards him; yea, be ever 
Zealous for his Honour, and firive for 
the ſaine unto Death and God will give 
you a Crown of Life ; but ſee that your 
Zeal be according to Knowledge, always 
remembring that Zeal without Pru- 
dence makes Religion contemptible, and 
calis a Blemiſh, not an Honour, upon 
Chriſtianity ; beſeech God therefore to 
give you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding, and ſhew you the Way 
that you ſhould walk in ; and while you 


are frequent in Spirit ſerving the Lord, 


be caretul that you be not ſlothful in Bu- 
ſineſs, being well aſſur'd that Idleneſs 
is as contrary to Religion, as Religion is 
to Vice; be careful therefore to improve 


every Moment of your Time to the beſt 


Advantage; remember how very ſhore 
and uncertain this Span of Life is, and 
that you hang over Eternity only by a 


ſlender Thread, which is ſubje& to be 


defiroy'd by a thouſand Accidents; from 
this Conſideration, therefore let your 


Mind be frequently upon Jeſus, that 
when you go hence you may for ever be 
with him, in whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs % 
of Joy, and Pleaſure for evermore: See 


then that your Converſation be as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, commune 
with him frequently in thine own Heart, 
and often talk of him to others, entreat- 
ing them to taſſe and ſee how 'gracious 
the Lord is, and that they only are bleſ- 
ſed that put their truſt in him; talk 
therefore frequently of him, and pray 
often to him, and fail not, I pray you, 


to pray alſo for the Donor of this Gift,; 
read it conſtantly and carefully, 'and 
treaſure up the uſeful Knowledge therein 
contain'd, which by duly obſerying will 
bring you to Chriſt, and Chriſt will bring 
you to Glory : 0 1 may be vouchſafe fo bt | 
to maniſeſt himſelf unto all, as that al! 
may feed upon bim, by Faith and Love, 
and live for ever, is the earneſt Requeſt of 


*, 


your Well. wifter in the Lord 
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upon OW glorious is thy Habitation, Faith in whom, I am now aſſur' d of 
re to O Lord my God ! how joyful the Salvation: Truly, Philalethes, you tell 
d Un- "ZDwelliog Place of thy Holineſs, O Je- me ſomething remarkable; I have for- 
Way us my Saviour ! wonderful in Love, merly heard ſomething of this Faith, and 
le you paſſing Knowledge, pardoning Iniquity, of the Perſon of Feſus, and him Cruci- 
Lord, Tranigreſſion, and Sin; therefore will fled, but as yet know but very little 
in Bu- = give Thanks unto thee for ever, and concerning it; you would therefore 
ilenels call upon thy Name, O thou Moſt High: much oblige me by informing me herein, 
gion is Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all and acquainting me how, and where you 
pprove that is within me praiſe his holy Name; obtain'd this Knowledge: Yes, Philan- 
ie belt praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and forget fbropot, that I will do moſt readily ; but 
| ſhore not all his Benefits, who forgiveth-all becauſe the Account is long, and here 
„ and thy Sins, and healeth all thy Infirmities; being a convenient Place to ſear our 
by a oho ſaveth thy Life from Deſtruction, ſelves, let us fir down together; and I 
to be fand crowneth thee with Mercy and Lo- will relate the whole to you, as follows: 
; from i ving-kindneſs; who hath brought thee REMEMBER, Philanthbropos, that in 
t your out of the horrible Darkneſs of Blindneſs our laſt Diſcourle we entred inththeCon- 
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and Errour, into the glorious Light of 
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eyer be che ever-bleſſed Goſpel of Peace, which 
Fulneſs leads to eternal Life. But hark ! whoſe 
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Voice do I hear? or whom there do 1 
fee? what ! my dear Friend and old 
| Acquaintance Philanthropos ! Yes, veri- 
ly, the very ſame: O! my beloved 
Philalethes, well met, how fare you? 
very greatly rejoice to ſee you, and 
long have defir d this Pleaſure, but 
| could neither hear of you, nor tell 
where to flad you: Pray where have 
you been, or how have you employ'd 
your Time theſe ſeyeral Years ſinck we 
were laſt together? Why truly, my well 


therein 3 beloved Pbilantbropos, I have been moſt 
ng Will diligently employ d in acquiring that, 
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which now having obtain'd, I would 
not be depriv'd of for the whole World. 
No! pray what's that, Philaletbes, will 
| you not inform me? Yes verily, Phi- 
lantbropot, that I will moſt gladly : 
Underſtand therefore; that ,it is the 


"<a 
oY 
3.* 


3) # 
— 
2B 
Pd I : 
2B 
* e 
1 
775 
LIN 
925 "2 
. 


Knowledge of the Crucifled Feſus, thto 


ſideration of the Immortality of the Soul, 
and concluded, for various and weighty 
Reaſons not to be gainſay'd, that it muſt 
certainly exiſt hereafter in ſome State or 
other, and could not periſh with the 
Body: This, therefore, ſo ſenſible af- 
fected my Mind that I eſteem'd it a 
Thing of the utmoſt Concern to en- 
quire by what Means I might obtain 
a more perſect Knowledge of this Mat- 
ter; and to that Purpoſe I found it need- 
ful to travel, and no longer to continue 
in the Worſhipping of Dumb Idols; 
which I was now aſſur'd could profit no- 
thing ; and being warn'd of God in a 
Dream, whom as yet I ignorantly Wor- 
ſhip'd, to make haſte and fly from the 
Wrath to come; I therefore determin'd 
to delay no longer; - wherefore, altho' 
earneſtly ſolicited by my Friends and 
Relations to deſiſt from this Underta- 
king, who took much Pains to diſwade , 
me from it, ſetting forth the Expence, 
the Danger; Scorn, Contempt and Re- 

8 proach 
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proach I ſhould thereby expoſe myſelf 


to; yet I would not be prevail'd upon 


to hearken to their Counſel, but imme- 
diately bidding them jatewel, I began 
my Travels, imploring the Divine Be- 
ing to aſſiſt me herein, who was gra- 
ciouſly pleas d to comfort me by Viſions 
of the Night, with the Hopes that I 


ſhould obtain the Thing I ſought for, 


provided I did not grow weary nor faint 
in the Labour: Nor was I diſappointed 


Herein ; for not long after, meeting with 


a Stranger upon the Road, unto whom, 
among other Converſation, diſcloling'the 


Occaſion of my Travelling, he not only 


commended. my Undertaking, but alſo 
adyis'd me to haſten to a Country inha- 
bired by Chriſtians, where, ſaid he, you 
may be fully inſtructed in the important 
Matter of your Enquiry, and obtain the 
Thing you deſire. Upon hearing this, 
I found a more than uſual Joy in my 
Soul ; and upon defiring to be inform'd 
what the Religion of the Chriſtians was, 
and what Treatment a Stranger might 
hope to obtain among them : He readily 
reply'd, that to ſpeak in general ; they 
are People profeſling the only true Reli- 
gion in the World ; that their Religion 
was taught them by one Feſus, who out 
of abundant Love towards them was 
Crucify'd for them; that they Wor- 
ſhipp'd one God only, and hop'd to be 


ſav'd thro' the Means of one Mediator; 


that the Principles of their Religion were 


ſuch, as taught them perfect Harmony 
among themſelves, that they ſhould all 
Love as Brethren, being kindly affecti- 
onate one towards another, without 
Fraud, Deceit, or evil Speaking ; it 
reaches them alſo that they ſhould be 
Humble, Chaſte, Holy, Temperate, beha- 
ving even as Strangers and Pilgrims of 


the Earth, not ſetting their Minds upon 


this World, as their Place of Abode, bur 
ro place their Affections upon another 
State hereafter, wherein dwells Fulneſs 
of Peace and Joy for evermore: More- 
over, ſaid he, as to Strangers; towards 


* them they are Courteous, Civil, Compaſ- 


ſionate, and ready to impart unto them 


2 The CuRISTIAN ConveRrT: Or, 


ſuch Things as are needful : But for a 
more perfe& Knowledge of this Religion 
and its Diviiie Author, you mult wait 


till you come into a Chriſtian Country, 


where you may be perſe&ly inſtructed in 
theſe Things : But one Thing I would 
earneſily recommend to you, as abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for your well ſucceeding 
herein, and that is, frequent and fervenc 
Prayer to God, for his Direction and 
Grace, without which you can do no- 


thing; but by which you will be ena- 


bled to'do all Things: And thus after 


having ſomewhat inſtructed me in this 


Matter concerning the Neceſſity of fre- 
quent Prayer, and God its Object; he 
took his Leave of me, leaving with me a 
little Book, with which, ſaid he, you will 
hereafter be better acquainted ; and ſo 
wiſhing me good Succeſs departed from 
me: I looked after him, but he was 
quickly gone, and ſeem'd as it were to 
vaniſh out of my Sight, after which I 
found an unuſual Joy glowing in my 
Soul, and a vehement longing Deſire to 
be more perfectly inſtructed in theſe 
Things; upon which, opening the Book 
I found it written; Believe on the Lord 
Feſus Chrift, and thou ſbalt be ſaved; 
whereſore falling down, I earneſtly im- 
plored the Divine Aſſiſtance and Direc- 
tion herein, and found myſelf much re- 


freſh'd in Spirit; and fo riſing up I BY 


proceeded on my way; nor was I gone 
far before I heard of a Ship that was go- 


ing to a Chriſtian Country, whereupon 


immediately paying the Fare, we ſer 


fail, and by fair Winds and good Wea- 


ther, the Ship in a ſhort Time was fafely 
conveyed to her delired Haven ; where 
being ſet on Shoar, I was not a little 
Joyful that I had got into a Chriſtian 
Land, and ſhortly hop'd now to obtain 
the Thing deſired : But, alas! how 
greatly was I ſurpriz d, and diſap- 
pointed herein, when I found no- 
thing anſwering my ExpeQation ! but 
on the contrary, I was ſtared at as tho 
I bad been ſome Monſter : None offered 
to ſhew me the leaſt Kindneſs; I ob- 
ſery'd that every one ſought his own 
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r2 Gain, and endeayour'd ro impoſe upon ing a Company of Men ſlanding toge- 
on pis Fellow-Creature, if by any Means ther I made towards them, and ſup- 
ait he might defraud him of his Right: Pro- poſing them to be Chriſtians, ask d 
ry, phane Swearing and Curling, the like of what Chriſtianity was, or where I might 
in which I never heard; moreover, Lying go to be inſiruRed in it; ſome of them 
11d and Slandering, Cruelty and Outrage, fiar'd at me as if amaz'd, replying they 
te- yea, and all Kinds of Vice of what Na- knew not what I meant; while others 
ing __Mure or Degree ſoever, even Sodomy, with a loud Laughter cry'd out, a Mad 
ent Adultery, and Murder itſelf, was com- Man, a Mad Man ! an Enthuſiaſt, a 
nd X 5 nitted as Opportunity offer'd and the Fool, and ſo hooted at me that I was 
no- Hope of Gain was preſent ! Nor is it glad to make all the Speed I could from 
na- poſſible ſor me to expreſs the Horror them : And now being greatly perplex d, 


ſter and Grief of Mind that I felt at theſe 
his Things, fo that I wiſh'd myſelf again 


fre- in my own Country, where altho' they 
he worſhip Idols, and know nor the 


and not knowing what to do, nor 
among what Sort of People I had got, 
and being diſcourag'd from any farther. 
Enquiry, I had Thoughts of recurning 


ea rue God, yet no ſuch Wickedneſs 


iſo Fed, that either I had been impos'd but calling ro mind the Advice before 
tom upon in the Account I had receiv'd receiv'd of uſing frequent Prayer for 
was concerning the Behaviour of the Chriſ- Divine Aſſiſtance, I immediately ad- 
2 to tians, or that I wag not as yet come into dreſs'd myſelf to God, earneſtly craving 
h 1 2 cChrifiian Land, Aſter this, I viſited bis Direction what to do; I had ſcarce 
my | ſeveral Places of Worſhip, where I ſaw finiſh'd my Prayer before I thought T 
eto many aſſembled together, upon one of heard a Voice, ſaying unto me, Open 
heſe their Sabbaths ; but could perceive very the Book and read, whereupon imme- 
ook little Signs of Devotion in any: On the diately obeying, 1 found it written, Ask 
Lord contrary, ſome. were Sleeping, ſome and ye ball receive, ſeek and ye ppall 
el; Laughing, ſome Talking, ſome Bowing find, and be not eveary in well doing, 

Wy to each other, and others were ſtaring for in due Seaſon ye fball reap if ye faint 
WS about to ſee who came in and who went not. This gave me new Life, and 
i re- out, what they had on, and what not; ealiven'd my Spirits to a grear Degree, 
p I Rf that the moſt of them ſeem'd to me ſo that I now again had Hopes of Suc- 
one to come there rather out of Cuſtom, or ceſs, and reſoly'd to purſue my Enqui- 
; go- or Amuſement, than for Devotion; ries; neither was I deceiy'd herein, for 
pon and after the Service was over, they be- ſhortly after, going into another Place 

ſer took themſelves to their uſual Pleaſures, of Worſhip, 1 obleryd the Congrega- 
Vea- ſome to Drinking-Houſes, and others to tion to be very ſerious and devour in 
afely Viſi ing, or other idle Paſtimes: At ano- their Religious Duties, and ſeeing that 
here ther Time viſiting a Place of Worſhip, I 1 was a Stranger, were very Civil and 
little beheld ſuch a great Variety of Images Courteous to me; and not ſuffering me 
lian and Pictures, and ſuch bowing and to ſiand without, moſt kindly introduc'd 
bdtan kneeling before them, that I was almoſt , me to a Seat: This gave me great Rea- 
how teady to think myſelf again in my own ſon to hope that I was now got among 
iſap- Country, and among the Gods of my Chriſtians, wherein I was further aſſur'd 

no- Fathers; this gave me ſlill greater Un- from the Words of a grave Gentleman, 

bur 8 exfin'fs, and induc'd me to think, that whoſe Name, as I was afterwards in- 
tho' ia ſeeking to flee from Idolatry, I had form'd, was Theologos, who ſhortly af- 
fered MF vnly exchang'd the Gods of one Nation ter my coming in, began a Diſcourſe to 
ob- bor thoſe of another; therefore being the People, which he deliver'd with 
own & g7<2tly perplex d what to do, and ſee- 
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is found among them; and conclud- 


again to my own Country, as diſpair- 
ing of Succeſs in what I came about, 


great Gravity and Eaineſtneſs; the Sub- 
| Je t- 


il 4 The CHRISTIAN CONVERT: Or, F 
| j ject. Matter of which was, 1 determined tance of . Theologos's, whoſe Name was A 
1 to know nothing among you ſave Feſus Theophilus , they greeted each other 
1 Chrift, and him Crucified. It was im- with much Love and Affection: To him 
i By: Poſſible to expreſs the Joy of Sou] that Theologos mention'd me, and the Occa= 3 
i 5 I then felt while he continued his Diſ- Hon of my coming thither ; upon which = 
160 courſe, as being now ſull of Hope that Theophilus embrac'd me moſt Court. 
ii I ſhould ſucceed in my Undertaking, ouſly, and expreſſing a great Senſe o. 
11 | and was determin'd, if poſſible, to ſpeak Joy and Thankfulneſs to God in mag- _ 
p 1/1 with him concerning this Matter : nifying his Mercy towards Sinners, 8 


05 Wherefore, altho' deſir'd by thoſe who greatly encourag'd me to put my whole 
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ſeared mei to go home and refreſh myſelf 
with them, yet I conſented not, but ſtay- 
Ing till he had finiſh'd his Diſcourſe, 
haſted out to wait in a convenient Place 
for his coming : In the mean while, I 
obſerv'd a great Sweetneſs of Behaviour 
one to another among this Congre- 
gation : They ſeem'd to be all as Bre- 
rhren, dwelling in Love and Unity; 
they bet av d with a pleaſant Chearſul- 
neſs, mixt with a becoming Gravity, 
and as ſome of them paſt near me, I 
could hear them ſpeak much of the great 
Love of Chriſt in dying for Sinners, and 
of their mighty Obligation to pive 
themſelves up to his Service and Glo- 
ry, and to love him above all 
Things. I had not waited long be- 
fore I ſaw Theologos coming, upon 
which I made towards him, who per- 


ceiving that I deſir'd to ſpeak with him, 


with much Cheartulneſs, mixt with Se- 
dateneſs in his Countenance, very readi- 
ly'c:me to me, and aſcer having heard 
me, and underſtanding that the Sum of 
my Requeſt was to be inſtructed in 
Chriſtian Knowledge, there appear'd a 
remarkable Pleaſantneſs in his Face, and 
anſwer'd, that as it was moſt accepta- 
ble News to him to hear of any deſirinꝑ 
to embrace Chriſtianity, ſo there was 
nothing which he was more ready to do, 
than to uſe his Endeavours in inſtructing 
ſuch in the ſame: Upon which, being 
defired to walk home with him, I glad- 
ly conſented, and found an unuſual Joy 
in my Sovl, with Thanks to God that he 


Truſt in him, and that they would both 


gladly aſſiſt me in the Thing I defir'd, 


After which, being requeſted to inform 
them what it was that firſt moy'd me to 
this Undertaking ; I related to them the 
Particulars, as afore-mention'd, and in- 
form'd them of the little Book leſt me 
by the Stranger I met with in the Way, 
and of the Advice he gaye me to be fre- 
quent in Prayer, without which, ſaid he, 
you can do nothing; for there is no 
getting Acceſs to God but by Prayer, 
and no obtaining his Grace and Direc- 
tion, but by the ſame Means, thro Faith 
in Chriſt ; of which, ſaid he, you will 
alſo be better inform'd hereafter. Then 
I proceeeded to tell them of the Ac- 
count he gave me of Chriſtianity, and | 
the Behaviour of its Profeflors, and of 
the exceeding Diſappointment I met with 
in this Matter from the unkind Treat- 
ment given me after coming into 
a Chriſtian Land, whoſe Behaviour was 
ſo very different from the Character I had 


before receiv'd, thar 1 could not think 2 


I was as yet among Chriſtians, or elſe 
that I had been miſinform'd concerning 
them and their Religion ; neither, ſaid 
I, do I as yet know what to think of 
this Matter, and would be glad to be in- 
ſtructed herein, by you who 1 am per- 
ſwaded are Chriſiians, in that you an- 
ſwer the Character given of ſuch. While 
I was relating theſe Things, I obſerv'd 
a ſenſible Concern in them, they ſeem'd 
to be much oppreſs'd with Grief in Soul; 


and no ſooner had I finiſh'd my Ac- 


Stranger, A | 


: 4 - had ſo far fayour'd and proſper'd me with count, but Theophilus reply'd to me By 
Bj; Succeſs in my Undertaking. We had Name (which before I had told him) 
y q ſcarcely proceeded on our Way home- Bhilalethes, ſaid he, in treating of this 
; l wards, but there came to us an Acquain- Matter we ſhall not confider you as 2 
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\ Zwbole Heart the Lord hath opened to 
dattend upon the Things which belong 
Punto your Peace, and to receive the Spi- 
tit of Grace, thro' the Knowledge of the 
hholy Jeſus, whereby thou ſhalt be ſav d. 
III t is a Matter of the utmoſt Grief to us 
that you ſhould meet with ſuch Treat - 
ment in a Chriſtian Land, as to give 
vou the leaſt room to doubt of your be- 
ing among Chriſtians; and it is a Truth 
which can't be ſufficiently lamented, 
rhat tho' there is nothing more common 
among us than the Name Chriſtianity, 
yet is there ſcarce any thing more dith- 
cult than to find a true Chriſtian ; for 
the Flood of Iniquity has ſo over-ſpread 
= the Pace of Religion, that hardly any 
thing is left of it but the Name; neither 
is it an uncommon Thing to find ſome 
look as if amazed at being asked concern- 
ing their Faith in Chriſt, and know not 
what to anſwer when they are demand- 
ed how they hope to be ſav'd, while 
by others you are anſwer' d only wich 
Laughter and Ridicule ; Raillery and 
Buffoonery being the beſt Anſwer they 
can give; while others again there are 
ſo full of their own Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
asd Perſection, that they have no ſmall 
Dependance for Salvation from their 
own good Works; but while in their 
ov Efteem they continue to be Saints, 
"3X cloath'd with their own Righteouſneſs, 


%z 


in the Sight of God they are naked, 


loathſome, and abominable, remaining 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of 
Igiquity: While others there are, who, 
"3X tho' they would be accounted Chriſtians, 
yet ſeem to efieem Religion as a Kind of 
"X Moenſter which they dread to come 


as ſo many Madmen, Enthuſiaſts, 
or Dreamers in Life, and make them 
their Laughing Stocks, or Make Games: 
To talk of Religion to theſe, is like 
the Songs of Madmen and Fools; 
co talk of Morcification, Self. denial, 
and Prayer, is Abomination, they can- 
not away with it: But, O Philalethes, 
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Stranger, but as a Friend and Brother 


near, and look upon its true Profe ſſors 


| 7 The Third Gift of Philanthropos & Philalethes, 5 


led Chriſtians, are yet as different from 
Chritiianity as Light is from Darkneſs, 
and as far from Salyation, while this 
Temper remains in thein, as the Devil 
himſelf; yea, they are Dead while they 
Live, and ſo will continue till their 


Eyes are open d to ſee their own Wick 


edneſs and great Deſormity; for a Man 
muſt firſt ſee himſelf burden d and heavy 


laden with his Sins, and become ſen- 


ſible of his Miſerable undone and loſt 
State before he can be able truly to fly 
to God for Pardon and Mercy, yea, he 


mult ſee himſelf in the ſame Condition 


as a condemn'd Criminal at the Bar of 


Juſtice, who acknowledging the Juſtice 


of the Sentence of Death pronounc'd 
againſt him, has nothing to plead in his 
own Behalf that the Sentence ſhould 
not be executed upon him, but caſts 
himſelf at his Prince's Feet to diſpoſe of 
him as he pleaſes; who if he confers 
Mercy and Pardon to him, wholly ac- 
knowledges it to be of free undeſerved 
Grace: Thus Man becoming truly ſen- 
ſible of his own loſt Condition, juſtly 
deſerving eternal Wrath and Condem- 
nation, having nothing to plead in 
Behalf of himſelf, but flings himſelf en- 
tirely at the Mercy of God, imploring 
Mercy and Pardon of free Grace, thro* 
Jeſus Chriſt, even this is he that God will 


be gracious to, this is he towards whom 


he will exerciſe Merey and loving Kind- 
neſs, and vouchſafe to make him an Ob- 
ject of his eternal Favour. For to this 
Man will I look, faith God, even to bim 


that is of an bumble and contrite Heart, 


and that trembles at my Word, to ve- 
vive the Heart of the Humble and the 
Heart of the Contrite Ones; this is ke 
who being ask'd how he hopes to be ſa- 
ved, will readily anſwer, That there ts 
none other Name given under Heaven, 
epheyeby Man can be ſaved but by the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt : Thro' his free Grace 
and Mercy, therefore he hop's for Mer- 
cy ; from bim he by daily Prayers, ear- 
neſtly ſeeks Grace and Favour, and is al- 
ways careful ſo to conduct and behave 
himſelf, that all his Thoughts, Words 
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and Actions may be conform'd to his 
Divine Will, and ſerve him with a per- 
fect Heart: And now by ſeeing the great 
Love of Chriſt in his free Grace towards 
him, and the wonderful things he has 
done in offering up himſelf a Sacrifice 
to God upon the Croſs to obtain Mercy 
and Reconciliation for him, he loves him 


above all Things, and regards not his 


own Life unto Death for his Sake: Now 


he ſees that which beſore he could not 


ſee, and which the worldly Man how 
wiſe or learn'd ſoever can never ſee, 
namely, the Nec-ſſity of becoming a 
new Creature; and by Experience can 
teſtiſy to the Truth of the Divine Word, 
to wit, That if be walks after the Fleſo 
be Pall die, but if he thro' the Spirit do 


mortify the Deeds of the Body he ſpall 


live ; and can now by Experience bold- 


ly affirm, That if any Man be in Chriſt 
Jeſus, he is a new Creature, old Things 


with him are paſs'd away, behold all 
Things are become new : But ſome One 
will ſay, how does it appear that he is 
born again, or what Tokens has he of 
the New Birth to evidence his Change? 
Verily, they are various and many: His 
Deſires are new; they are no longer 


Worlidly but Heavenly: His Appetites are 


new, he no longer deſires to indulge 
himſelf with the Carnal Things of ſen- 
ſual Pleaſure, but whatſoever he does, 
ſeeks to do all ro theGlory of God : His 
Actions are new, he no longer ſeeks to 
return Evil for Evil, but labours to over- 
come Evil with Good: His Converſation 
is new, he no longer Blaſphemes the 


holy God by prophane Diſcourſe, but 


dreads to mention his Sacred Name, ei- 
ther raſhly or careleſly; ſuffers not 


fooliſh Talking nor Jeſting to proceed 
out of his Mouth, but that which is good 
to the Uſe of Edifying : He no longer 
ſuffers Prejudice or Paſſion fo far to over- 
come his Reaſon, as to diſpoſe bim to 
cavil at what at preſenr he does not un- 
derſtand, or neglect to believe the Truth 
and Reality of thoſe Things he as yet 
does not fully enjpy : No longer pre- 


ſumes to queſtion the Truth of Divine 


Revelation, but readily aſſents to what is 
there reveal'd, as well knowing that 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God: And now becoming a newCreature, 
no longer courts the Applauſe of Men, 
but becomes altogether indifferent con- 


cerning what the World ſays of him, but 


ſeeks the Honour which comes from God 
only, is ſtrenghthened, comforted, and 
encouraged herein by his gracious Pro- 
miſe, who hath ſaid, Them that Honour 
me I will Honour; he is frequent in 
Prayer; fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 


Lord with all Love and Sincericy of 


Soul, becomes of an active, humble, 
virtuous Mind, hating Pride, Indolence 
and Covetouſneſs; and having always 


in mind the Shortneſs and Uncertainty 


of this Life, is ever diligent to im- 
prove every Moment thereof to the 
Glory of God and the Good of his Fel- 
low Creatures: He is ſtrict in keeping 
the Sabbath, and in the Daily Read- 
ing of the Sacred Scripture, where he is 


filled with Joy from the great Love of 


God reveal'd thereby to loſt Sinners; and 
by ſtriving Daily to improve in Grace, 
finds to his exceeding Comfort the Di- 
vine Promiſes therein made good to 
him, in that being now renew'd thro' 
Divine Grace, experiences the Spirit of 
God witneſſing with his Spirit, that his 
Sins are forgiven thro' the Blood of Je- 
ſus, and tho' he be ſtill in the Ele- 
ments of Sin, yet beeaufe he is now 
born of God, is no longer under the 
Power thereof, but the Spirit of God 
dwelling in him has ſet him free from 
the Law of Sin and Death, and thro' 
the exceeding preat Joy that is ſet before 
him, willingly ſuffers reproach forChriſt's 


Sake; is greatly griev'd at Sin; Walks 


about with the raving of a Vulture, and 
the thirſt af an Hart, ſeeking to Deſtroy 
the Works of Sitan, and to ſave Man- 
kind from being devour'd by him: He 
laughs at Anger and gerleyes at Sin, the 
one is human Folly, the other Weak- 
neſs; and as he uſes all Opportunities to 
ſpeak the Word of Grace to Sinners, ſo 
he is ſenſibly concern'd to ſee others ne- 

| 7 gligent 
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gligent herein, as being well convinc'd 
both from Reaſon and the Word of God, 


hat we ought not to ſuffer Sin to reſt 
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Jatflicted in Body and will not contribute 
what he can to help him, of how much 
ſorer Puniſhment ſhall he be thought wor- 
iN thy who ſeeing his Fellow Creature igno- 


rant in the Way to Salvation, his Soul 
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daily adding Sin to Sin, for want of bet- 
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upon our Fellow-Creatures unadmo- 
niſhed, and that he that knoweth how 
to do Good and doth it not, to him it 
is Sin: And as he Sins againſt the 
Law of Nature, or Golden Rule, who 
in ſeeing his Fellow Creature greatly 


in Danger of eternal Damnation, and 


ter Advice, will not aſſiſt him herein ? 


Man, whoſoever thou art; deliroy not 
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Now walkeſt thou not charitably, O 


thy Brother by thy Silence, for whom 
Chriſt died : Which Duty of friendly 
Advice and Admonition is ſo abſolutely 


and univerſally requir'd by the God of 


all Things, that no one of what De- 


gree or Piofeſſion whatever can be ex- 
cus d from it, without tranſgreſſing the 
Divine Law, and in proportion as any 


perſon has Opportunity herein, 


and 


gneglects it, ſo does the Sin of Omiſſion 
# increaſe upon him, and the Damnation 
of their Fellow Creatures ſo loſt will 
be hereafter required at their Hands, ſo 


far as it was in their Power to have 


ſaved them, but they refus'd to help them: 
And now, He that kath Ears to hear let 


bim bear, Phyſicians whoſe Profeſſion 
call them to attend upon the Sick, have 
perhaps of all others the greateſt Oppor- 


tunities herein, how great then is their 
Sin of Omiſlion in this reſpe& who think 


| themſelves not at all concerned in this 
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of their Judgment, 


Matter! But ſome one will ſay, what can 
we do? what? verily nothing more or leſs 
is requir'd than to behave as Chriſſians: 
To be careſul in attending the Sick, 


ulſing all prudent Caution in preſcribing 


ſor their Recovery according to the belt 
is performing the 


Part of a Heathen Phyſician only, and 
Not that of a Chrifiian, of whom much 


more is tequired, by that Command 


The Third Gift of Philanthropos &. Philalethes. 7 


which ſaith, Let the ſame Mind be in 


you which was in the. Lord Feſus > 
Did he only cure the Body? was he 


not alſo as careful for the Soul ? yes, 


verily, and much more fo, and has ſer 
Man an Example to follow his Steps 
ſo far as he is able: The wiſe Hebrew 


in ſome Meaſure well reminds Phyſi- 


cians of their Duty; Honour a Phyſician, 
ſays he, with the Honour due unto him, 
for the Uſes which you may have of 


him, for the Lord hath created bim; 


there is a time when in their Hands 
there is good Succeſs, for of the Moſę 
High cometh healing; and they Pall 
pray unto the Lord that be would proſ- 


per that which they give for Eaſe aud 


Remedy to prolong Life, Eccleſ. xxxviii. 
I, 2, 13, 14. But to act the Part of the 
truly Chriſtian Phyſician, ſomethiog is 


requir'd farther, - namely, not only to 


pray unto the Lord for a Bleſſing upon 
the Means preſcrib'd for the Cure of the 
Body, but after the Example of Chriſt, 
a due Regard muſt be had to the Soul 
alſo; leſt that being barren and un- 
fruitful, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
ſhould be ſuffer'd to periſh with the 
Body : To heal the Infirmities and Cor- 
ruptions of Human Natuie, and to di- 
rect and govern ir ſo, as to make ir 
anſwer the Deſigns of its great Author, 


one oughe to underſtand Natural as 


well as Moral Cauſes: and Effe&s, and 
join Divinity and Phyſick together ; and 
how noble is the Opportunity Phyſicians 
have of conveying the Word of Life 
into the Souls of their Patients, while 
they are ſeeking a Remedy for their 
Bodies: How much more glorious would 


be their Labours for their Health, if 


they duly ſought at the ſame time ts 
adminiſter a Word of Spititual Com- 
fort to their Souls? this would be to 


follow the Example of Chriſt, and act 


the Part of a Chriſtian and truly noble 
Phyſician to them: But further, how 


much more inexcuſable herein is the ne- 


glect of thoſe, who are choſen to attend 
the Sick at Hoſpitals, where are great 
Numbers not only of Lame and Sick 

N Patients 
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8 
Patients under their Care, unto whom 
they might with great Freedom and 
Authority at all times inix the ſaving 
Word of Advice and Admonition with 
their Medicines, and perhaps thereby 
while they compleat the Cure of their 
Bodies, migh perform a more noble one 
upon their Souls at the ſame time, to 
the preſerving many from eternal De- 
| firution : And what greater Encourage- 
ment can there be defired hereto than 
the Promiſe of God, namely, That they 
that turn many to Righteouſneſs ſpall 
fine as the Stars for ever and ever, 
Dan. xii. 5» How many miſerable 
Diſeas'd come before them, the terrible 
Effe& of whoſe Sins has brought them 
thither ; and who tho' they are thought- 
ſul for the Cure of the Body, yet ate 
altogether unmindful of the Wounds 
of their Souls: What greater. Obje&s 
than theſe can be found to moye aChril- 
tian's Compaſſion, or that more requires 
the Phyſicians Care for their Souls 
Welfare, which no leſs than their Bo- 
dies are full of Wounds and Bruiſes 
and putrifying Sores, and which, by 
being neglected, fall into eternal De- 
ſtruction; alas! how greatly will it 
tend to the Condemnation of ſuch Phy- 


ſicians when the Loſs of ſo many Souls 


thro' their neglect in doing to them 
the Chriſtian Part, will at the great 
' Day of Jusgment riſe up againſt them 
to their eternal Reproach and Con- 
demoation: But not only, I ſay, have 
they the Authoritative Power of uſing 
preſſing Exhortations to the Souls of 
their Patients for their great Benefit, 
but likewiſe a noble Opportunity is af- 
forded them of ſpeaking the Word of 
Life to many young Gentlemen that 
uſually attend thoſe Places for Im- 
provement in Medicinal Knowledge, 
whoſe Minds, for the Generality of 
them, as it too evidently appears, are 
rincipally ſet upon the Vanities and 
leaſures of the World, and who as 
yet ſcarce know any thing of the 
Word of Life, being almoſt utter Stran- 
gers to the one Thing needful, which 


The CHRISTIAN Convert: Or, 


Minds in the Knowledge and Love 


that it 15thro' much Tribulation he muſt 


belong unto their Peace, eſteeming 
Religion as a Thing ef the leaft Mo- 
ment for them to be concern'd about ; 
theſe by ſuch ſeaſonable Truths convey'd 
to their Souls as Phyſicians have there 
an Opportunity of giving, might tend 
to their exceeding preat Benefit here- 
after, by the Improvement of their 
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of God ; who would not fail ro lend 
a very attentive Eat to what is ſaid by 
Perſons of ſo much Efteem by them, 
while the like good Advice, Council, 
or Admonition coming from one of a 
much inferior Regard, would be Mat- 
ter of Laughter, and turn'd into Ridicule 
and Banter: Aud now however ſtrange 
or ridiculous what is here obſerved 
may appear to ſome, yet to thoſe wubo 
are no Strangers to Chriſtianity but 
have a due Senſe of the Love of Chriſt 
upon their Souls, it will not only ap- 
pear reaſonable but alſo a Duty Which 
cannot be wholly omitted without of- 
fending againſtthe DivineLaw, becoming 
guilty before God, and in fome Mea- 
lure reproy'd of the damning Sin of 
Omiſhon, For be that knoweth how to 
do Good, and doth it not, to him it i 
Sin, James iv. 13. But now, Philalethes, | 
not tarther to enlarge upon theſe Things, 
which neither Space nor Time will now 
permit, I have in ſome Meaſure deſcrib'd 
to you the Character of a Chriſtian nor 
by Prof: ſſion only, which deſerves not 
the Name of Chriſtianity, but by Prac- 
tice: Namely, That he is one who | 
finds a Change in his Nature, is become | 
a new Creature, ſets not his AﬀeRions 
upon this World, looks not for Happis 
neſs here, but rather Afflictiopn, Con- 
tempt, and Perſecution for Chriſt's 
Sake, as being affured by the Word of 
Life, that all that will live Godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution, and 


enter into his Saviour's Kingdom; by 
whom, he is commanded to ſtrive ear- 
neſtly to enter in at the ſtrait Gate 
which leads to eternal Liſe; the which 
Tryals and Difficulties all that ſeek ro s 

wd, 


"Iz 


ving oid, by loving this World, and ſeek- 
Mo- g ihe Praile of Men more than the 
out; Praiſe of God, all that are aſham'd open- 
bey d do profes che Faith of Chriſt, refuſing 
there h partake of the Afflictions of the Goſ- 
tend 8 ], and to ſuffer Perſecu ion for Chriſt's 
here-  * ke, when the Sta- e of Affairs fo re- 
their uire ic; fioally, ail chat do not flee 
Love i him for Pardon and Mercy, all that 
lend q not labour for ſanctiſying Grace, but 
d by ek to be Juliifi:d by their own Works, 
hem, Ar d faved thro' their own Righteouſneſs, 
incil, that are Strangers to fr. quent Pray- 
of a . Reading the Word of God, and to 
Mat- her Means of Grace, according to 
licule Pivine Appointment, even Il theſe ate 


range ho Chriſtians; and while they continue 


erved ; fuch a State, Cbriſt will profit them 
who gotbing; yea, they a e yet under the 
but Pondage of Sin, Slaves to Satan, and 
Chriſt Neirs to Hell and Damnation: Bur theſe 
y ap- hiogs, ſaid he, Philalethes, you as yer 
which qnut very imperf-&ly underſtand, but as 
at off | Fou become farther inſttruted in the 
"ming | food Word of God and the Holineſs 
Mea- ff Chriftianity, you will become more 
zin of And more acquainted with them, and 
ow to pour Love to God will then far ex- 
it is feed your regard to all other Things, 
lethes; ou are more and more brought to 
hiogs, e Knowledge of the crucifi-d Jeſus, 
1 now © Ind the great Things he has done fcr 
ſerib'd s by his bitter Sufferings and Death; 
an not Pcerning which, my worthy Fiiend 
es not heologos will further inform you. I 
prac- 8 n't expreſs to you, Philanthropos. the 
who Neeeding Joy of Mind that I felt all the 
come bile the worthy Theophilus was di- 
ections Pu ling to me of theſe Things; my 
Happi ert burnt within me, and I felt as 
Con- o I perceiv'd already a Newr eſs of 
Obriſt's fe ſpringing up in my Soul, and theuzht 
ford of Pat was even now ready to ſuffer Per- 
dly in cution for the Sake of Chriſt, tho' as 
n, and er I ſcarcely knew any Thing of him 
\e muſt what he had done for me, and was 
m; by ogetber a Stranger to the Manner of 
ve ear- b. Suffering and Death, concerning 
t Gate eh, I now waired with joyful Ex 
> which WT Gations, to be inform'd from the pi- 
ſeek to Theologss ; but as he was about to 
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2 
ſpak of this Thing, in came Dinner; 
whereby being interrup ed, they drew 
near to the Table, deſiring me to do 
the like, over which Theologos, lifting 
up his Hands and Eyes toward Heaven, 
cravd a Bleſſing upon what we were 
about to receive; Almighty and moſt 
gracious Father, vouchſafe wwe pray thee, 
to be merciful unto us, pardon and deli- 
ver us from all our Sins; confirm and 
ftrengt hen us in all Goodneſs, and ſan- 
Hify theſe thy good Gifts to our Uſe, and 
us to thy Service and Glory, for the 
Sake of thy bleſſed Son F. ſus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Converſation at Dinner was con- 
cerning the Feaſt of the Lamb that was 
{lain for the Sins of the Wo ld, expreſ- 
ſing earneſt longing Deſires for that 
bappy Time, when they ſhould eat 
Bread in the Kingdom of their Saviour, 
and be made Pattakers of the Glot ies 
of the heavenly Canaan, wherein is 
Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures for ever- 
more. I was very attentive to their 
D:ſcourſe, and tho? J did not well ua- 
derftand ir, yet I felt an inward Plea- 
ſure of Soul from it, ſecretly bewailing 
my own Ignorance in this Matter, and 
longing for a fartherlmprovement herein. 
Dinner being en ed, Theologos in the 
ſame Manner as before, with Hands and 
Eyes Heavenward, return'd Thanks to 
God, ſ.ying, Bl:ſſed and holy Ged, we 
beſeech thee, to receive our unſeioned 
Thanks fer this preſent Refreſhment, 
which by the Riches of thy Bounty and 
loving Kindneſs we bade rveceiv'd ; 
vouchſaſe ſo, O Lord, to feed our 
Souls by thy good Grace, and erant that 
as we continually depend upon thee, fo 
we may be guided hy thy Fear and Love 


all our Days, thro' Feſas Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen. 
Dinner beirg over, and we being, 
again ſeared, Theolozos addteſſing him- 
ſelf to me, Pbilaletbes ſaid he, I have 
very attentively heard your Account 
concerning your Travelling in o chef: 
Parts, avd much r. joice with Thanks to 
Go: fer the ſame, as being well afur'd 
S that 
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that he h as ſent you hither for the Sal- 
vation of your Soul through Faith in 
Chriſt; who, as you have heard, ſuffer'd 
Death for Sinners; what therefore you 
have heard concerning a Chriliian's 
Duty, from my pious and well-belo- 
ved Friend Theophilus, I earnelily ad- 
viſe you carefully to treaſure up in your 
Mind, for it is a Truth that cannot be 
gainſay'd, and mull be aſſented to in 
order to be a Chiiltian : And what far- 


ther remains neediul for your Inſtructi— | 


on in Chriſtianity, is to inform you 


concerning the End of Chriſt's Coming 


Into the World, and the great Things 


he has done for us, with the Manner 
of his Sufferings and Death, whereby 
you may be able rightly to conceive 


your exceeding great Obligation to Love 


him above all Things, and that, his 
Love conſtrains you to be highly dif- 
pleasd with Sin, and zealouſly affect- 
ed for his Honour, earneſtly recommend- 
ing it to others, and both by Precept 
and Example boldly to reprove Vice in 
all, tho Reproach, and Contempt, yea 
Bonds and Afflictions ſnould attend you 
for the ſame. And now calling to Mind 
what you mention'd concerning a little 
Book given you by a Stranger in the 
Way, I would be glad to ſee it: Upon 
which I immediately took it out of my 
Pocket, and pave it into his Hands, 
No ſooner had he open'd it, bur he em- 
brac'd and kiſs'd it with much Affection; 
now, ſaid he, I know that God hath 
ſent his good Angel to inſiruct you in 
the Way to eternal Life, for this is that 
Book of Lite ſhewing you the ſame, and 
is called, The New Teſfa ment of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, wherein 
is contain'd his Life and Sufferings, ſo 
far as it is needful for us to know, to- 
gether with the End of his Coming into 
the World; which was to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, and purchaſe to 
Himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of 
Good Works. © But for your better Im- 
provement in theſe Things, it is need- 


ful ficſt to inform you of the heinous Na- 


ture of Sin; namely, that it is ſo utter. 


The CHRISTIAN CONVERT: Or, 


ly abominable in the Sicht of God, that 
notwithſtanding he at ficlt created Man 
in his own Image, and breath's into 
him the Breath of Life, piacng him in 
a State of preat Felici'y and Happ neſs, 
in Paradiſe the Garden of Delight and 
Pleaſure, where he d welt in loving Com- 


munion with God, yet after this, Man 


yielding to the cunning Craftineſs of 


Satan, no ſooner had he committed Sin, | 
and tranſgreſs'd the Law of his Creator, 
but God withdrew the Light of hisCoun- 


8 


tenance from bim, baniſh d him from , 
his Paradiſe of Happineſs, curſed the 
World he had made for his ſake, put all 

Nature under the grievous Bonds of Sin 
and Corruption, and ſenterc'd Man to 


the Puniſhinent of eternal Condemna- 
tion, which miſerable State, had cer- 
tainly ſor ever have been t.1s Portion, 
had not means been provided for his 


Recovery: And now Man, who a lit- 
tle before was the Glory of the Creation, 
and the happieſt of all Creatures living, 


became of all others the moſt miſerable; 


expos'd to eteinal Torments without Þ 
111 1 J A 
any Poſlibiliry, by his own Power, ol 


providing « Remedy againſt it; being be 


thus deſtitute and miſerable, J-ſus Chrilt 


the eternal Son of the ever bleſſed God 


undertakes for him, puts himſelf in the 


State of Man, and offers, to bear his Pu- 


niſhment, and Man is now comforted 
with a Promiſe of a Saviour, that would 
by ſuffering in Man's Nature the Puniſh- 
ment due to his Sin, make Reconcilia- 
tion for him with God: Or this joyful 
News the World was frequently adver- 
tiſed by the Prophets of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and molt clearly expreſs'd by the 
Prophet Iſaiab in the 534 Chapter of 


his Prophecy, where is nobly deſcrib'd 
the contemptible Appearance the Son | 


of Righteouſneſs pat on for Man's Re- 
demp:ion, who made himſelf of no Re- 
putation, but took upon him the Form 
of a Servant; together with his wond?r- 


ful Patience under all the Ignominy, 


Contempt, and cruel Death he ſuffer'd 


to deliver Man fiom eternal Death, and 
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purchaſe to him endleſs Bliſs ; to Which 
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- | Purpoſe 3 
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T Purpoſe hear the Words of the Prophet, 


d, that {i 
Lord, who bath believed our Report, faith 


d Man 


g into be, and to whom is the Arm of the Lurd 
him in revealed? For be ſball grow ub before 
pe neſs, bim as a tender Plant, and as a Root 
ht and ort of a dry Ground; be hath no Form nor 
g Com- cCo:melineſt, and when we ſpall ſee bim, 
„Man bere is no Beauty that we ſhould deſire 
neſs of im; be is deſpiſed and rejected of Men, 
ed Sin, ; "Za Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
Jreator, | rief, and we hid as it were our Faces 
sCoun- rom him,; het is deſpiſed, and we eſleem- 
> from ea bim not Surely be bath born our 
ſed the EGriefs, and carried our Sorrows, yet we 
put all did eſteem bim flricken, ſmitten of God, 
5 of Sin and afflicted; but he was wounded for 


our Tranſgreſſions, be was bruiſed for 
Cour Iniquities; the Chaſftiſement of our 
Peace was upon bim, and with his 


d cer 
97 a Stripes we are healed; all de like Sheep 
for his bave gone aſtray, we have turned every 
o a lit- one to his own Way, and the Lord bath 
eat ion, laid on him the Iniquity of us all : He 
living, was oppreſſed, and be was afflicted, 
erable; yet he opened not hisMouth ; be is brought 
without as 4a Lamb to the Slauobter, and as a 


er, © 
. being openeth not bis Mouth : He was taken 
s Chrilt = from Priſon and from Judgment, and 
2d God vo /all declare his Generation ? for be 

in the ¶ Was cut off out of the Land of the Living; 
his Pu - Jor the Tranſgreſſion of my People was be 
mforted FHrieten: and be made his Gra ve with 
t would the Wicked, and with the Rich in bis 
Puniſh- Death, becauſe he had done no Violence, 
oncilia- neither was any Deceit in his Mouth. 
; joyful t it plerſed the Lord to bruiſe him, be 
 adver- bath put bim to Gries, when thou ſbalt 
| Teſta- make his Soul an Offering for Sin, be 
| by the ſpall ſee his Seed, be ſpall prolong bis 
apter of Days, and the Pleaſuve of the Lord all 
efſcrib'd Freſper in his Hand,; be ſhall ſee of the 
he Son travel of bis Soul, and ſball be ſatisfied; 
n's Re- by his Knowledge foall my vighteous 
no Re- Servant juſtify many, for be ball bear 
e Form tbeir Iniquities: Therefore will I divide 
vonder. i a Portion with the great, and be 
ominy, al divide the Spo't with the Strong; 

ſuffer'd becauſe be bath peured out bis Soul unto 
th, and Death; and he was numbred with the 
> Which FTranſgreſſors, and be bare the Sin of 
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Sheep before her Sharers is dumb, ſo he 


many, and made Tnterceſſion for the 
Tranſgreſſors, Chap. liii. Vs f, 2, Sc. 
Thus is truly deſc ib'd the Suffering of 
the Son of God, which he ſhould- ac- 
con p!iſh for Man's Redemption, and 
which accordinęly in the ſulneſs of Time 
was accompliſh'd, when the moſt holy 
and ever bleſſed Jeſus, the eternal Son of 
God, vouchſafed to vail his Divinity 
and take our Nature upon him, firſt 
chuſing to lie conceal'd in the Womb 
of a poor, but truly pious Virgin, ſor the 
Space of Nine Months or the time of a 
Natural Birth, and then was born into 
the World according to the Order of 
the Law of Nature, was laid ih a Man- 
ger helpleſs as other Infants are, be. 
coming in all Reſp-&s like unto us, 
Sin only excep ed; the News of which 
wonderſul and altogether too miraculous 
a Thing to be comprehended by human 
Thought, was prociaim'd to the World 
by a Meſſenger from Heaven attended 
with a heavenly Hoſt greatly rejoicing in 


delivering the happy Meſſage thereof to 


Man; to whom, ſaid he, Fear not, for 
bebold I bring you good Tidings of great 
Foy which fpall be to all People; for 
unto you is born this Day in the City of 
David à Saviour which is Chrift the 
Lord; to which the heavenly Hoſt ſub- 
joyns their Eulogy of Praiſe and Thank- 
fulnels; Glory be to God in the Higbeſt, and 
on the Errth, Peace and Good-wwill to- 
wayds Men. And now as Nature re- 
ceived a dreadful Shock and Wound at 
the Birth of Sin, brought in thro? the 
cunning Crafcineſs of Satan, ſo at the 
Birch of a Saviour in the ſame Nature, 
ſhe obtains abundant Matter of Joy and 
Conſolation. by which the Curſe of Sin 
receives a deadly Wound in all them 
that rejoyce in laying hold on this Sa- 
viour by Faith, Love, and Obedience : 
Thus the Sa: tur of the World being 
born, is tendered as other Infants, and 
according to the ä Law is Cir- 
cum eiſed the eighth Day, and is called 
Jeſus, which Word ſignifles a Saviour, 
becauſe he was to ſave the People from 
their Sins: After this he lived 1 
| 7 


12 


* 


ſenting himſelf in the Temple of God, 
he then firſt b can to waviſeſt himſclf to 
be ſome wonderful Perſon by the ſur- 
prifing Queſt ons and Anſwers proceed- 
ing from him, to the great Attioniſhment 
of thoſe that heard him. After this he 
was again obſcur'd as to any Accouut 
we have of him, till about the Age of 
Thirty; when the Time being coiue of 
manifeſting himſcif ro the Wa:1d and 
performing the Work of bis Miniſtry, 
he then declared himſelf to be the Son 
of God with Power ; doing many Signs 
and Wonders among the P:op'e: He 
caſt out Devi's, heal'd the Sick, open'd 


the Eyes of Le Blind, gave hearing to 


the Deaf, miraculcuſſy ted the Hungry, 
ral'ed the Dead, preach'd the Goſpel of 
Salvation to the Poor, and was conti- 
nually going about doing good, to con- 
vince Mankind that he was the promi- 
fed Me ſſias which in antient Times was 
foretold ſhould come to ſave the People 
from their Sins; of which you will be 


more fully acquaint d by a conſtant. 


and diligent Pciuſal of the Book afote - 
mentioned; but ſor your preſent Infor- 
mation, it may be of ſome Uſe to give 
you a Summary of his Preac!.ing and 
Doctrine, which was of four Kinds, name- 
Iy, Dogmatical, or Precep-ive, Parabolica!, 
Penounciative. threatening dreadful Pu- 
niſhments to it fiie!, obſlinate and diſabe- 
dient Sinners; and laſtly, Prophetick, or 
Predict. ve: An Eximple of the firlt of 
theſe is contain'd in the 5b, 6 b, and yth 
Chapters of St. Mattheqy's Goſpel, and 
which is as follows. (Cap. v. Va. 1 28) 
And Jeſus ſeeing the Mu titudes, he went 
up into a Mountain; and when be avas 
ſet, bis D/ſ i les came unto him: And 
be opened hi Mouth, ard taught them, 
ſaying, Bl:ſſ:d oye the pov in Spirit, 
for theirs 1s the Kingdom of Heaven: 
Bleſſ-d are they that mourn, for they 
foal! he comforted : Bleſſed are the Meek, 
for they ſoall inherit the Earth: Bleſſed 
are they which do hunger and thirſt at- 
ter Righteouſneſs, for they bal] be 
filled : BI Jed are the Merciſul, for they 


The CURISTIAN ConveRT: Or, 
till the Age of twelveYears ; when pre- ſpall obtain Mercy : Bleſſed ave the pure 


in Heart, for they ſhall fee Cod: Bleſſed T 
are the Peace-makers, for th:y ſpall be "Y 
called the Children of God: Bleſſd ave WT to 
they which are perſecuted for Rig hteouſ- 21 
neſs ſake. for theirs is the Kingdom of Wi 7 
Heaven : Bleſſed are ye when Men forall WF « 
revile you, and perſecute you, and pal! 
ſay all manner of Evil againft you Wii F 
falſly for my ſake ; rejoice, ' and be ex- 11 
ceeding glad, for great is your Reward . 
in Heaven; for ſo perſecuted they the 0 
Propvets which were before you. Te are A m 
the Salt of the Earth , but if the Salt w 
have loft his Savour, wherewith hall it . 
be ſalted? it is thenceforth good for no- 1 
thing, but to be ca ſt out, and to be ” 
troden under Foot of Men: Te ave the te 
Light of the World ; a City that is ſet . 
on an Hill, cannot be hid; neither do . pls 
Men light a Candle, and put it under a a it 
Buſbel, but on a Candleſtick, and it gi- mn Me 
veth--Light unto all that are in the | auk 
Houſe 3 Let your Lieht ſo ſpine before 8 7f 
Men, that they may ſee your good Works, | an: 
and glorify your Father which is in Hea- | ble 
n. Think not that JI am come to de- 2 
ſtroy the Law er the Prophets, I am 
not come to deflroy, but to fulfil, for 
werily I ſay unto you, till Heaven and Wt | 
Earth paſs, one Fot or one Title bal! Di 
in no wiſe paſs from the Law, till all 
be fulfilled : Whoſocever therefore ſpall 
break one of theſe leaft Commandments, 
and hall teach Men fo, he ſball be call- 
ed the leaf in the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
but ab he ſorter frail do, and teach them, 
the ſime foall be called great in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Ye have heard, 
that it was ſaid by them of old Time. 
Thu ſhalt not kill; and qwhoſoever frail 1 at 4 
kiil, call le in Danger of the Jude Thr, 
ment; but I ſiy unto you, that whoſo- Foot 
ever is angry with his Brother without Wii 7s th 
a Cauſe, ſcall be in Danger of e a1 
Fuagment; and æubaſocver all ſi to en 
bis Brother Raca, fball te in Danger of hac. 
the Council; but whoſoever ſhall fav, Dea, 
Thou Fool, ball he in Dancer of Hell- Nor. 
ee Therefore, if thou Lring thy git Far. 
to ibe Altar, and there rememlereſt Ee. 
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that thy Brother hath ought againft 
thee, leave there thy Gift before the Al- 
tar, and go thy way, firſt be reconciled 


10 thy Brother, and then come and offer 


1 | zhy Gift ; agree with thine Adverſary 


quickly, whiles thou art in the way 


= with bim, left at any time the Adver- 


ſary deliver thee to the Fudge, and the 


Fudge deliver thee to the Officer, and 


73 | thow be ca ſt. into Priſon ; verily 1 ſay 
unto thee, thou ſbalt by no Means come 


$1 out thence, till thou ha ſt paid the utter- 


moſt Farthing. Te have heard that it 
was ſaid by them of old Time, Thou 
ſbalt not commit Adultery ; but I ſay 


unto you, that whoſoever Iooketh on a 


7 woman to luſt after ber 


: bath commit- 


BE jd Adultery with hey already in bis 
Heart: And if thy right Eye offend thee, 


. 


N 


pluck it out, and caſt it from thee ; for 


3 it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
== Members ſhould periſh, and not that thy 


evhole Body ſhould be caft into Hell: And 


3 | if thy right Hand offend thee, cut it off 
and caft it from thee ; for it is prefta- 
ble for thee that one of thy Members 


Xx N 
wy 


ſbould periſh, and not that thy whole 


I Body fould be caft into Hell: 1t hath 
A 3 been ſaid, boſoe ver ball put away 


his Wife, let bim give her a Writing of 


MZ Divorcement ; but I ſay unto you, that 


1 euboſoever all put away his Wife, ſa- 


2 ving for the Cauſe of Fornication cauſeth 
ber to commit Adultery; and whoſoever 
Pall marry her that is divorced, com- 


mitteth Adultery, Again, ye have heard 
that it bath been jaid by them of old 


i | Time, thou pbalt not ferſwear thyſelf, 


but foalt perform unto the Lord thine 


Oaths ; but I ſay unto you, ſweav not 
at all, neither by Heaven, for it is God's 
Throne, nor by the Earth, for it is his 
Foot flool,  n-ither by Jeruſalem, for it 


WS 7: the City of the great King; neither 


== /alt thou ſwear by thy Head, becauſe 
| thou canſt net make one Hair avhite or 
8 black , tut let your Communication be 
ea, yex ; nay, nay; for whatſ. ever is 


T: 


more than theſe, cometh of Evil. 
hay? heard that it bath been ſaid, an 


54 | Fe fer ant Eye, and a Tooth for a Tooth, 


. 
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but I ſay unto you, that ye reſiſt not 
Evil, but whoſoever ball ſmite thee on 
thy right Cheek, turn to him the other 
alſo; and if any Man will ſue thee at 
the Law, and take away thy Coat, let 
bim have thy Cloke alſo ; and whoſoever 
ſpall compel thee to go a Mile, go with 
him twain : Give to bim that asketh 
thee, and from him that would horrow 
of thee, turn not thou away. Ye have 
beard that. it hath been ſaid, thou bali 
love thy Neighbour, and bate thine Ene- 
my; but I ſay unto you, love your Ene- 
mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which deſpitefully uſe you and per- 
ſecute you ; that ye may be the Children 
of your Father which is in Heaven, for 
be maketh bis Sun ts riſe on the Evil 
and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on 
the Fuſt and on the Unjuft ; for if ye 
love them which love you, what Reward 
have ye ? do not even the Publicans the 
ſame? and if ye ſalute your Brethren 


only, what do ye more than others ? do 


not even the Publicans ſo? Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in Heaven is perfect. (Chap. vi. 
Vs. 1, 2, Sc.) Take heed that ye do 
not your Alms before Men, to be ſeen 
of them, otherwiſe ye have no Reward 
of your Father which is in Heaven ; 
. therefore when thou doeſt thine Alms, 
do not ſound a Trumpet before thee, 
as the Hypocrites do, in the Syna- 
gogues, and in the Streets, that they 
may have Glory of Men, verily I ſay 
unto you, they have their Reward : But 
when thou doeſt Alms, let not thy Left 
Hand know what thy Right Hand 
doeth ; that thine Alms may be in ſe- 
cret and thy Father which ſeeth in 
ſ-crer, bimſe lf ſhill reward thee oprn- 
ly. And when thou prayeſt, thou 
ſhalt not be as the Hypocrites are, 


for they love to pray ſtanding in the 
Synagogues, and in the Corners of the 
Streets, that they may be ſeen of 
Men; verily 1 ſay unto you, they 
have their Reward ; but thou, when 
Cloſer, 
and 
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thou prayeſl, enter into thy 
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and when thou baſt ſhut thy Door, 
pray to thy Father which is in ſecret, 
and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, 
ſhall reward thee openly : But when 
ye pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as 
the Heathen do; for they think to be 
heard for their much ſpeaking ; be not 
ye therefore like unto them, for your 
Father knoweth what Things ye have 
need of, before ye ask him: After 
this manner therefore pray ye; Our 
Father which art in Heaven, Hallow- 
ed be thy Name; Thy Kingdom come: 
Thy Will be done in Earth as it is in 
Heaven: Give us this Day our daily 
Bread ; And forgive us our Debts, ag 
we forgive our Debters: And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us 
from Evil ; For thine 1s the Kingdom, 
and the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever: Amen, For, if ye forgive Men 
their Treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father 
will alſo forgive you; but if ye for- 
give not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither 
will your Father forgive your Trepaſſes. 
Moreover, when ye faſt, be not as 
the Hypoctites of a ſad Countenance ; 
for they disfigure their Faces that they 
may appear unto Men to faſt ; verily 
I fay unto you, they have their Re- 
ward; but thou when thou faſteſt, 
anoint thine Head, and waſh thy 
Face, that thou appear not unto Men 
to faſt, but unto thy Father which is 
in ſecret; and thy Father which ſeeth 
in fecret, ſnall reward thee openly. 
Lay not up for yourſ-lves Treaſures up- 


on Earth, where Moth and Ruſt doth 


corrupt, and where Thieves break 
thro' and flea] ; but lay up for your 
ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where nei- 
ther Moth nor Ruſt doth corrupt, and 
where Thieves do not break thro' nor 
fieal: For where your Treaſure is, 
there will your Heart be alſo: The 
Light of the Body is the Eye; if 
therefore thine Eye be iingle, thy u hole 


Body ſhall be full of Light: Bur if 


thine Eye be evil, thy whole Body 
ſnall be full of Darkneſs. If therefore 
the Light that is in thee be Darkneſs, 


4 _ The CHRISTIAN CONVERT: Or, 


Life, what ye ſhall eat, or what ye 


A „ 


A 


Fu ge not, that ye be not judged , for Wh | 
with what Juda ment ye judge, ye ſpall 1 | 
be judged, and with what Mea ſure 3e 
mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you ag. 
And why beholdeft thou the Mote that u 
in thy Brother's Eye, but conſidereſt nit "3; 
the Beam that is in thine own Zy: 
Or bow. wilt thou Ja to thy Brother, 4 517 


how great is that Darkneſs ! No Man 
can ſerve two Maſters, for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other; 
or elſe he will hold ro the one, and 
deſpiſe the other: Ye cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon. Therefore I ſay 
unto you, Take no thought for your 


ſhall drink, nor yet for your Body 
what ye ſhall put on: Is not the Life 
more than Meat, and the Body more 
than Raiment? Behold the Fowls of 
the Air, for they ſow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into Barns ; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are ye not. much better than they i | 
Which of you by taking Thought can 
add one Cubit unto his Stature? And 
why take ye thought for Raiment? 
Conſider the Lillies of the Field how 
they grow, they toil not, neither do 
they ſpin: And yet I ſay unto you, 
that even Solomon in all his Glory 
was not arrayed like one of theſe: 
Wherefore if God ſo clothe the Graſs % 
of the Field, which to Day is, and To- 
morrow is caſt into the Oven, ſha!l 
he not much more clothe you, O ye 
of lictle Faith ? Therefore take no | 
Thought, ſaying, What ſhall we eat? | 
or what ſhall we drink? or where- | 
withal ſhall we be cloathed ? (for} 
after all theſe Things do the Gentiles 
ſeek)for your heavenly Father knoweth | 
that ye have need of all theſe Things : | 
But ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, 
and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
Things ſhall be added unto you: 
Take therefore no Thought for tte 
Morrow, for the Morrow ſha!l take 
Thought for h: Things of it ſelf: Suf-| 
fiejent unto the Day is the Evil there 
ap. vii. Vi. 1, 2, . 
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Man Let me pull out the Mote out of thine 
r he Eye, and behoid, a Beam 8 in thine 
; W own Eye? Thou Hypocrite, firft caſs out 
and © the Beam out of thine own Eye, and il en 
IVE alt thou ſee clearly to caſt out the Mote 
ſay out of th) Brother's Eye. Give not that 
our evbich is holy unto the Dogs, neither ca ſt ye 
© YE your Pearls before Sine, left they tram- 
ody ple them under their Feet, and turn again 
Life and rent you. Ak, and it ball be 
nore © giver you ſeł, and ye ſball find; knock, 
s of d # ſpall be opened unto yon: For 
do every one that asketh, receiveth ; and be 
yet bai ſceketh, findeth, and to him that 
dem. knocketh, it Pall be opened: Or what 
ey * E Mar 1s there of you, whom if bis Son 
can ak Bread, will be give bim a Stone? 
And o, if be ask a Fiſh, will be give bim a 
ent? RE Serpent ? If ye then being evil, inc 
how bor to give good Gifts unto your Chil- 
r do i dren, bow much more foall your Father 
you, BR wbich is in Heaven, give good Things to 
loryebem that atk bim? Therefore all things 
aeſe: ¶aobatſoever ye would that Men ſpould do 
Orals o you, do ye even ſo to them ; for this is 
1 T'o- be Law and the Prophets. Enter ye in at 
ſha/l ebe frrait Gate, for wide is the Gate and 
) ye broad is the Way that leadeth to Deftruc- 
e no ion, and many there be which go in there- 
eat? at: Becauſe flrait is theGate,and narrow 
here- Ws the Way which leadeth unto Life. and 
(for eu there be that find it. Beware of falſe 
atiles PP rophets, which come to you in Sheeps 
weth rlotbing, but inwardly they ave ravening 
logs: Wolves, ye ball know them by their 
God, rruits: Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, 
theſe r Figs of Thifiles ? Even ſo every good 
you: rree bringeth forth good Fruit, but a cor- 
r the rupt Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit; a 
| take good Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, 
: Suf- neithey can a corrupt Tree bring, forth 
the: e- Hood Fruit: Every Tree that bringeth 
S.) vor forth good Fruit, is hewn down and 
, for Mraſt into the Fire : Wherefore by their 
» ſpall Fruits ye Pall know them, Not every 


ure jt ¶ one that ſaith unto me, Lerd, Lord, ſpall 
ain enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
hat e that doth the Mil of my Father which 


3 8 


f nei in Heaven: Many will ſay to me in 
Eye bat Day, Lord, Lord. have d- not pro- 
rother, be ſted in thy Name? And in thy Name 
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have caft out Devils? And in thy Name 
doue many wonderful Works ? And then 
will I profeſs unto them, I never knew 
you; depart from me, ye that work Ini- 
quity. Therefore <vhoſoever heaveth theſe 
Sayings of mine, and doth them, I will 
Iiken bim unto a cbiſe Man wh#b built 
his Houſe upon a Rock ; and the Rain 
deſcended, and the Floods came, and the 
Minds blew and beat upon that Houſe, 
and it fell not, for it as founded upon 
a Rock: And every one that heareth 
theſe Sayings of mine, and doth thens 
not, ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh Man 
which built his Houſe upon the Sand, 
and the Rain deſcended, and the Floods 


came, and the Winds blew, and beat up- 


on that Houſe, and it fell, and great was 
the fall of it. And it came to paſs, 


when Jeſus had ended theſe Sayings, 


the People were aftoniched at his Do- 
Arine, for be taught them as one ba- 


ving Authority, and not as the Scribe. 


Thus in three Chapters is contain'd a 
ſummary View of the Preceptive Docti ĩne 
of the holy Jeſus, as that which is to be 
the Rule of a Chriftian's Life : From 
whence I proceed to the ſecond, namely, 
his Parabolical Doctrine; a noble Ex- 
ample of which is contain'd in Chap. 


x1it. of the Goſpel aforementioned, and 


is as follows: © The ſame Day went 
© Jeſus out of the Houſe, and fat by the 


Sea (ide: And great Multitudes were 


gathered together unto him, ſo that he 
went into a Ship and fat, and the 
whole Multitude flond on the Shore, 
and he ſpake many things unto them 
in Parables, ſaying, Behold, a Sower 
went forth to ſow, and when he ſowed, 
ſome Seeds fell by the Way-fide, and 


the Fow's came and devoured them up: 


they had not much Earth, and forth- 
with they ſprung vp, becauſe they had 
no Deepaeſs of Earth; and when 


the San was up, they were ſcorched, - - - 


and bec1uſe they had not Root, they 
withered away: And ſoine fell among 
Thorns, and the Thorns ſprung up 
and choaked them: But other fell in- 

to 
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to good Ground, and brought forth 


Fruit, ſome an hundred-fold, ſome 
ſixty-fold, and ſome thirty fold. Who 
ba h Ears to hear, let him hear. And 
the Diſciples came, and ſaid unto him, 
Why ſpeakell thou unto them in Para- 
bles? He anſwered and ſaid unto them, 
Becauſe it is given unto you to know 
the My ſleries of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, but to them it is not given : For 
whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given, 
and he ſhall have more Abundance ; 
but whoſoever bath not, from him 


ſhall be taken away, even that he 


hath : Therefore ſpeak I to them in 


Parables; becauſe, they ſeeing, ſee 


not; and heating, they hear not, 
neither do they underſtand: And in 
them is fu'filled theProphecy of Eſazas, 
which ſaith, By Hearing ye ſhall hear, 
and ſhall not underſtand ; and Seeing, 
ve ſhall ſee, and ſhall not perceive ? 
For this Peoples Heart is waxed greſs, 
and their Ears are dull of Hearing, 
and their Eyes they have cloſed ; leli 
at any time they ſhould ſee with their 
Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and 
ſhould underſtand with their Heart, 
and ſhould be converted, and I ſhould 


heal them: But bleſſed are your Eyes, 


for they ſee; and your Ears, for they 
hear: For verily I ſay unto you, that 
many Proptiets ard righteous Men 
have deſired to ſee thoſe things which 
ye ſee, and have not ſeen them; and 
to hear thoſe things which ye hear 
and have not heard them, Hear ye 
therefore the Pa able of the Sower : 
When any one heareth the Word of 
the Kingdom, and underſtandeth it 
nor, then cometh the w cked one, 
and catcie h away that which wis 
ſown in his Hearr, this is he 
which received Seed by the Way (ide: 
But he that received the Seed in ſtony 
Places, the ſame is he that heareth 
the Word, and anon with Joy re- 
ceiveth it; yet hath he not Root in 
hiniſelf, but Cureth for a while; for 
when Tribula ion or Perſecution ari- 


feth becauſe of the Word, by and by 
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he is offended”: He alſo that received 
Seed among the Thorns, is he that 


heareth the Word, and the Care of | 


© this World, and the Deceitfulneſs of 


1 


Riches choke the Word, and be be- 
cometh unfruitful: But he that re- 
ceived Seed into the good Ground, is 
he that heareth the Word, and under- 


ſtandeth it, which alſo bearech Fruit, | 
and bringeth forth ſome an hundred- | 
fold, ſome ſixty, ſome thirty. Ano- 
ther Parable put he forth unto them, | 
ſaying, The Kingdom of Heaven is 


likened. unto a Man which ſowed 
good Seed in his Field; but while 


Men ſlept, his Enemy came and ſow- | 
ed Tares among the Wheat, and 
went his way: But when the Blade 
was ſprung up, and brought forth 


Fruit, then appeared the Tares alſo ; 


ſo the Servants of the Houſholder | 


came and ſaid unto him, Sir, didſt 
not thou ſow good Seed in thy Field ? 
from whence then hath it Tares? He 
ſaid unto them, an Enemy hath done 


this: The Servants ſaid unto him, 
wilt thou then that we go and gather | 


them up? But he ſaid, nay, leſt 


while ye gather up the Tares, ye root 
up alſo the Wheat with them; let 
both grow together until the Harveſt; 


and in the Time of Haryeſt I will ſay 


to the Reapers, Gather ye together 5 


D 


firſt the Tares, and bind them in Bun- 
dles, to burn them, but gather the 
Another Pa: a- 
ble put he forth unto them, ſaying, Þ 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a 


Wheat into my Barn. 


Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, which a Man 


took and ſowed in his Field; which 
indeed is the leaſt of all Seeds, but 
whea it is grown, it is the greateſt 


among Herbs, and becometh a Tree, 


ſo that the Birds of the Air come and 
lodge in the Branches thereof, Ano- if 
ther Parable ſp:ke he unto them, The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto Lea- 
ven, which a Woman took and hid in 
three Meaſures of Meal, till the Whole 
All theſe things ſpake | 
Jeſus uato the Multitude in ag als 4 

| and 


was leavened. 
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© and without a Parable ſpake he not 
© unto them: Thar it might be fal- 
© filled which was ſpoken by the Pro- 
© phet, ſaying, I will open my Mouth 
© in Parables, I will utter things which 
© have been kept ſecret from the Foun- 
© dation of the World; Then Jeſus 
“ ſent the Multitude away, and went 
© jinto the Houſe, and his Diſciples came 
© unto him, ſaying, Declare unto us the 
© Parable of the Tares of the Field ? 
© He anſwered and ſald unro them, 
4 He that ſowed the good Seed, is the 


the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto 

F a Treaſure hid in a Field; the which 
when a Man hath found, he hideth, 
and for Joy thereof, goeth and ſelleth 
all that he hath, and buyeth that Field. 
Again, the Kingdom of Heavea is like 
unto a Merchant-man, ſeeking goodly 
Pearls; who when he had found one 
Pearl of great Price, he went and fold 
all that he had, and bought ir. Again, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto, 
a Net that was caſt into the Sea, and 
gathered of every kind; which when 

it was full, they drew to ſhore, and 


ſat down, and gathered the Good in- 


to Veſſels; but caſt the bad away: So 
ſhall it be at the End of the World; 
the Angels ſtiall come forth, and ſever 
the Wicked from amorig the Juſt; 
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© and ſhall caſt them into the Furnace 
* of Fire; there ſhall be wailing and 
© gnaſhing of Teeth. Jeſus ſaith unto 
© them, Have ye underſtood all theſe 
© Things ? they ſay unto him, Yea, 
Lord. Then ſaid he unto them, 
© Therefore eyety Scribe which is in- 
© ſiruted unto the Kingdom of Hea- 
* ven, is like unto a Man that is an 
© Houſholder, which bringeth forth out 
© of his Treaſure Things new and old. 
And it cime to paſs, that when Jeſus 
had finiſhed theſe Parables, he depart- 


© Son of Man; the Field is the World, ed thence; and when he was come 

© the good Seed are the Childreri of the * into his own Country, he taught them 

Kingdom; but the Tares are the Chil- © in their Synagogue, inſomuch that 

e dren of the wicked One; the Enemy they were aſtoniſhed, and ſaid, 

© that ſowed them, is the Devil; the © Whence hath this Man this Wiſdow, 

© Harveſt is the End of the World, and * and theſe mighty Works ? Is not this 

© the Reapers are the Angels: As there- the Carpenter's Son? is not his Mo- 
fore the Tares are gathered, and burnt * ther called Mary? and his Brethren, 

© jn the Fire; ſo ſhall it be in the End James and Foſes, and Simon and 
of this World: The Son of Man © Fxdas? and his Siflers, are they not 
ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they all with us? whence then hath this 
ſhall gather out of his Kingdom all Man all theſe Things? And they were 

F things that offend, and them which © offended in him: Pur Jeſus ſaid unto 

do Iniquity, and ſhall caſt them into them, A Propher is nor without 

F a Furnace of Fire; there ſhall be fyail- Honour, ſave in his own Country, 

ing and gnaſhing of Teeth : Then ſhall * and in his own Houſe, And he did nor 

the Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun, © many mighty Works there, becauſe of 

in the Kingdom of their Father. Who their Unbelief. Chap. xili. Vs. r, 2, 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear. Again Sc. Thus we ſee many great and mo- 


mentous Truths are convey'd to the 
Heart by way of Parable, and which 
highly concerns every one well to con- 
fider, and be 1mprov'd thereby in thoſe 
Things which belong to their ecernal 
Peace. From which ] proceed to the 
third mentioned; name ly, his Denoun- 
ciative Doctrine, of which ſee Ch. xxiii. 
of the Goſpel above cited, and is as fol- 
lows, Then ſpake Feſus to the Mull i fude, 
and to bis Diſciples, ſaying, The Scrives 
and the Phariſees ſit in Moſes Seat: All 
therefore whatſoever they bid you ob- 
ſerve, that obſ-rv? and o; but do not 
ye after their Works ; for they ſay, and 
do not; for they bin] heavy Burdens, 
and prievous to be born, and lay them 
on Mens Shoulders, but they themſelves 
will not move them With one of thei 
B-- =: Fingers ; 
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Fingers; but ail their Works they do, 
Jor to be ſeen of Men : They make broad 
heir Phylacteries, and enlarge the Bor- 
ders of their Garments, and love the 
upper moſt Rooms at Feaſts, and the 


chief Seats in the Synagogues, and. 


Greetings in the Markets, and to be 
called of Men, Rabbi, Rabbi: But be 
not ye called Rabbi; for one is your 
Ma ſter, even Chrift, and all ye ave 
Brethren : And call no Man your Fa- 
ther upon the Earth; for one is your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven : Neither be ye 
cailed Maſters; for one is your Ma fter, 
even Chriſt ; but be that is greateſt a- 
mong you, all be your Servant: And 
evhoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf, ſball be 
abaſed ; and he that hall humble him- 
ſelf, ſpall be exalted. But woe unto. you 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites; for 
ye fout up the Kingdom of Heaven a- 
gainft Men; for ye neithey go in your 
ſelves, neither ſuſfer ye them that are 
entering to goin: Woe unto you Scribes 
and Phariſees, Hypccrites; for ye devour 
Widows Houſes, and for a Pretence make 
long Prayer , therefore ye ſhall receive 
the greater Damnation: Woe unto you 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for 
ye compaſs Sea and Land to make one 
Proſelyte, and when he is made, ye make 
bim two fold more the Child of Hell 
than your ſelves : Woe unto you, ye 
blind Guides, which ſay, Whoſoever Pall 
ſwear by the Temple, it is nothing; but 
evhoſcever hall ſwear hy the Gold of the 
Temple, he is a Debter: Ye Fools, and 
Blind; for whether is greater, the Gold, 
or the Temple that fſanfifieth the Gold ? 
And whoſoever Gall ſwear by the Altar, 
it iy nothing; but whoſoever ſeeareth by 


the Gift that is up:n it, be is guilly : 


Te Fools, and Blind; for whether is prea- 
ter, the Gift, or the Altar that ſan#i- 


Feth the Gift * Whoſo therefore ſpall 


ſwear by the Altar, ſweareth by it, and 
hy all Things thereon : And whoſo ſpall 
ſwear by the Temple, ſeweareth by it, and 
by bim that davelleth therein: And be 
that fpall ſwear by Heaven, ſweareth 
by the Throne of God, and by him that 


The CRISTIAN CONVERT: Or, 
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ſitteth tbereon: Woe unto you Scvibes | 
and Phariſees,” Hypocrites ; for ye pay © 
Tithe of Mint and Aniſe, and Cummin, | 
and baue omitted the weightier Matters | 
of the Law, Fudgment, Mercy and | 
Faith ; theſe ought ye to have done, ani | 
not to leave the other undone + Te blind 
Guides, which ſtrain at a Gnat, and 
ſwallow a Camel: Woe unto you Scribes 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for ye make Wn 
clean the out ſide of the Cup and of the 
I'latter, but within they are full of Ex- 
tortion and Exceſs : Thou blind Pbariſee, 
cleanſe firft that which is within the 8 
Cup and Platter, that the out ſide of 
them may be clean alſo: Woe unto you Wi 
Ser ibes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for 
e ave like unto whited Sepulchres, 
which indeed appear beautiful outward, i 
but are within full of dead Mens Bones, 
and of all Uncleanneſs : Even ſo ye alſ 
outwardly appear Righteous unto Men, 
but within ye are full of Hypocriſy and 
Iniquity : Woe unto you Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, Hypocrites ; becauſe ye build tbe 
Tombs of the Prophets, and garniſb tb. 
Sepulchres of the Righteons, aud ſay, 
If we had been in the Days of our Fa- 
thers, ave would not ba de been Fartaker: 
with them in the Blood of the 1'ropbets 
Wherefore ye be Witneſſes unto yo urſelve, 
that ye are the Children of then: whic 
killed the Prophets: Fill ye up then ibi of 
Meaſure of your Fatheys : Ye Serpent 
ye Generation of Vipers, how can ye el 
cape the Damnation of Hell? Hure ri 
fore behold I fend unto yon Prophets, ani 
wiſe Men, and Scribes, and ſome "= | 
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fome of them Pall ye ſcourge in 50 


Synagogues, and perſecute them fron 
City to City, that upon you may come 
all the righteous Blood ſbed upon tb 
Earth, from the Blood of righteous Abe, 
urto the Blood of Zacharias, Son of Ba. 
rachias, whom ye ſleu betqveen the Ten-. 
ple and the Altar: Verily I ſay unto you 
all theſe Things all come upon this Ge- 
neration : O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thi 
that xilleſt the Prophets, and floneſt then 
which are ſent unto thee, how often 

| | 01 


them ye ball Rill and crucify, ani 


#  # 


„% I have gathered thy Children to- 
Wether, even as 4 Hen gathereth ber 


ds I's 


BE bickens under her Wings, and ye would 
n! Bebold, your Honſe is left unto you 
We folate; for I ſay unto you, Te ſpall 
Wot ſee me benceforth, till ye foall ſay, 
et: ; leſſed is be that cometh in the Name 
b. Lord, Chap. xxiit. Vs. I, 2, ©. 
IV hich brings us laſtly to his Predictive 
rr Prophetick Doctrine, wherein he fore- 
eis what would come to paſs in future 
ime, of which take an Example, as 
ExÞllows; And as he went out of the 
RE Temple, one of his Diſciples ſaith unto 


him, Maſter, ſee what manner of 


tones, and what Buildings are here? 
And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto him, 
BT Sceſt thou theſe great Buildings? there 
call not be leſt one Stone upon an- 
other, that ſhall not be thrown down. 
And as he fat upon the Mount of 
ES Olives, over againſt the Temple, Peter, 
lad Fames, and Fobn, and Andrew ask- 
ed him privately, ſaying, tell us, When 
call theſe Things be? And what 
WS ſhall be the Sign when all theſe Things 
call be fulfilled? And Jeſus anſwering 
dem, began to ſay, Take heed leſt any 

Man deceive you: For many ſhall 


come in my Name, ſaying, I am Chriſt, _ 


iind ſhall deceive many; and when 
che ye ſhall hear of Wars, and Rumours 

Pot Wars, be ye not troubled ; for ſuch 
IT things muſt needs be, but the End 
RS ſhall not be yet: For Nation ſhall 
WS riſe againſt Nation, and Kingdom 

= againſt Kingdom; and there ſhall be 
Esarthquakes in divers Places, and 

BS there thall be Famines and Troubles; 
theſe are the Beginnings of Sorrows. 
But take heed to your ſelves, for they 
wall deliver you up to Councils, and 
ia the Synagogues ye ſhall be beaten, 
and ye ſhall be brought before Rulers 
and Kings for my ſake, and for a 
& Teſtimony againſt them; and the 


em 
BE 5 Cotoel mult rſt be publiſhed among 
bis Ce- all Nations, but when they ſhall 
no, ths lead you, and deliver you up, take 
ft then no thought before-hand what ye ſhall 


We ſpeak, neither do ye premeditate, but 
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© whatſoever ſhall be given you in that 
* Hour, that ſpeak ye, for it is not ye 
© that ſpeak, but the Holy Ghoſt, Now 
© the Brother ſhall berray the Brother 
©'to Death, and the Father the Son; 
and the Chiliren ſhall riſe up againſt 
their Parents, and ſhall cauſe them to 
be put to Death: And ye ſhall be ha- 
ted of all Men for my Name's Sake ; 
but he that ſhall endure unto the End, 
the ſame ſhall be ſaved. But when 
ye ſhall ſee the Abomination of Deſo- 
lation, ſpoken of by Daniel the Pro- 
phet, ſtanding where it ought not, 
© (ler him that readeth, underſtand) then 
let them that be in Fudea, flee to the 
Mountains: And let him that is on 
the Houſe top, not go down into the 
Houſe, neither enter therein, to take any 
thing out of his Houſe: And let him 
that is in the Field not turn back a- 
gain for to take up his Garment. But 
woe to them that are with Child, and 
to them that give ſuck in thoſe Days: 
And pray ye that your Fligbt be not 
in the Winter: For in thoſe Days 
ſnall be Affliction, ſuch as was not 
from the Beginning of the Creation 
which God created, unto this Time, 
neither ſhall be; and except that the 
Lord had ſhortned thoſe Diys, no 
Fleſh ſhould be ſaved; but for the 
Elect ſake, whom he hath choſen, he 
hath ſhortened- the Days. And then 
if any Man ſhall fay to you, Lo, heie 
is Chriſt, or lo he is there; believe 
him not: For falſe Chriſts, and falſe 
Prophets ſhall riſe, and fhall ſhew 
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Signs and Wonders, to ſeduce, if it 


© were poſſible, even the Ele&: But take - 
© ye heed, behold, I have foretold you 
© all things. But in thoſe Days after 
© that Tribulation, the Sun ſhall be 
© darkned, and the Moon ſhall nor 
© give her Light: And the Stars of 
Heaven ſh21l fall, and the Powers that 
© are in Heaven ſhall be ſhaken; and 


© then ſhall they ſee the Son of Man 


© coming in the Clouds with great 
© Power and Gloty ; and then ſhall he 
© ſend his Angels, and ſhail gather to- 
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20 
© from the uttermolt Part of the Earth 
* to the uttermoſt Part of Heaven. Now 
learn a Parable of the Fig-tree : When 
her Branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth Leayes, ye know that Summer 
is near: So ye in like manner, when 


ye ſhall ſee theſe Things come to pals, 
know that is nigh, even at the Doors. 


neration ſhall not paſs, till all theſe 
things be done: Heayen and Earth 
ſhall paſs away, bur my Words ſhall 
not paſs away. But of that Day 
and that Hour knoweth no Man, no 
not the Angels which are in Heayen, 
neither the Son but the Father; take 
heed, walch and pray ; for ye know 
not when the time is: For the Son of 
Man, is as a Man taking a far Jour- 
ney, who left his Houſe, and gave 
Authority to his Seryants, and to every 
Man his Work, and commanded the 
Porter to watch. Watch ye therefore 
(for je know not when the Maſter of 
the Houſe cometh ; at Even, or at Mid- 
Night, or at the Cock-crowing, or in 
the Morning) leſt coming ſuddenly, 
© he find you ſleeping. And what 1 


© fay unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch. 


Mark Chap xiii. Vs, 1,2, c. When 
the Son of Man ſhall come in his 
Glory, and all the holy Angels with 
him, then ſhall he fir upon the Throne 
of his Glory, and before him ſhall be 
gathered all Nations, and he ſhall ſe- 
parate them one from another, as a 
Shepherd divideth his Sheep from the 
Goats, and he ſhall ſer the Sheep on 
bis right Hand, but the Goats on the 
left. Then ſhall the King ſay unto 
them on his right Hand, Come. ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dation of the World : For I was an 
hunpred, and ye gave me Meat: I was 
thirſty, and ye gave me Drink: I Was 
a Stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, 
and ye cloathed me: I was lick, and 
ye viſited me: I was in Priſon, and ye 
came unto me. Then ſhall the Righ- 


The CHRISTIAN CON VERT: Or, 
© gether his Elect, from the four Winds, 


Verily I ſay unto you, that this Ge- 


teous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when 
ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? | 
or thirſty, and gave thee drink? when 
ſaw we thee a Stranger, and took thee 
in ? or naked, and cloathed thee ? or 
when ſaw we thee fick, or in Priſon, 
and came unto thee? And the King 
ſhall anſwer and ſay unto them, Ve- 
rily I fay unto you, inaſmuch. as ye Bi 
have done it unto one of the leaſt of 

theſe my Brethren, ye have done it 
unto me: Then ſhall he fay allo 
unto them on the lefe Hand, De- 
part from me ye curſed, into everlaſt. 8 
ing Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels, for I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me no Meat: I was thirſty, and 
ye gave me no Drink: I was a Stran-W 
ger, and ye took me not in: Sick and uy 
in Priſon, and ye viſited me not: Then 
ſhall they alſo anſwer him, ſaying, Ri 
Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, 
or a Thirſt, or Stranger, or Naked, o 
Sick, or in Priſon, and did not mini - 
ſter unto thee? 1 
them, ſaying, Verily I ſay unto you, 
inaſmuch as ye did it not to one of 
the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me. 
And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſt-| 
ing Puniſhment ; but the Rigbteous lp 
into Life eternal. Matthew Chap. e 
xxy. Verſes 31, 32, 33, 34, Sc 
Thus did the holy Jeſus with unwearied 
Diligence labour to convince Mankind 
of Sin, to ſhew them their miſerable 
Condition, ahd their Neceſſity of-a 82 
viour, and that he was now come ne 
Light and Salvation unto the World 
to the End that all that, would believe or 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
eternal Life : But altho' by bis wonder s 
ful Works be manifeſied himſelf beyonoe hure 
all Contradiction to be the Son of God, le 
which ſhould come into the World el 
yet they would not receive him, buff dic 
treated him with the utmoſt Scorn ane 
Contempt, charging him with beir g at 
Impoſtor, and performing his Miraculow ln" 
Works by a Diabolical Art; frequent!) 38 ne 
fought to lay violent Hands on him 1888 hief 
deliroy him, but the Hour of his fa 
| Brulleriogiß 
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hen Pufferings being not as yet come, they 
zee? had no Power over him : And thus al- 
then tho? he continued for the Space of three 
thee Years and upwards, Preaching Repen- 
? or tance and Pardon to the People, ear- 
ſon, neſtly exhorting them to turn froin their 
King dead Works to ſerve the living God, 
Ve- {that they might be delivered from the 


Power of Sin, and become the Sons of 
God, and Heirs of eternal Life; yet he 
Found but very few that would aſſent to 


ne I1t 

alſo vis Doctrine, and receive him for Chriſt 
De- heir Saviour: The Phariſees, Rulers 
rlaſt- nd Doctors of the Law, rejected him 
| and hut of Pride, thro' a vain Opinion of 
, and heir own Works, and Knowledge of 
„and he Will of the Moſt High; and the 
ztran-Venerality of the meaner Sort of Peo- 
and ple refuſed him thro' Fear of ſuffering 
Then Shame, Reproach and Perſecution for 
zying, is fake, for they loved the Praiſe of 
1ered, en more then that of God: And thug 


8 he moſt holy and ever bleſſed Jeſus 


ed, or 

mini. vas diſpiſed and rejected of Men, and 
nſwer became a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
> you, ua inted with Grief : However, out of 
ne of hoſe that follow'd him, he chooſe 


Twelve to be his Diſciples, and to aſſiſt 
dim in the Work of the Miniſtry ; theſe 
je ſends forth to preach the Goſpel of 


Chap. Peace and Salvation unto the People; 
„Or. nd gave them Power to work Miracles, 
,earied o confirm their Miniſtry and convince 
\nkind Mankind of the Truth of their Doctrine. 
ſerable And now the Time of accompliſhing his 
{-a 82. liniſtry drawing near, he had fill 


ne Act of Eove remaining to perform, 


ome 2 
World nd which of all others, was the moſt 
believe onderful and amazing, even the lay- 


he down his Life for Man! This as be- 
g the Completion of his Miniſtry, in 
orcbaſing Redemption for Man, he 
yes by the Word Baptiſm, and longs 


World ll it be accompliſh'd ; the Time of 
m, bo dich now drawing on apace, which he 
rn ana <-ſaw would ſhortly come to paſs, and 


hat he ſhould be betray'd by one of his 


eirg ant bea ; 
aculoußß een Diſciples, who thro' the curſed 
quent] 3.8 in of Covetouſneſs ſhould ſell him to the 


bief Prieſts and Elders of the Fewws 
dr Thirty Pieces of Silver, forewarn'd his 


> 


him 18 
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Diſciples of it, and told them that ſhort- 
ly he ſhould be deliver'd into the Hands 
of ſinful Men, who ſhould put him to 
Death, and that he ſhould die at Feru- 
ſalem, and the third Day riſe, again 
from the Dead; the Manner of which, 
he had before declared, by ſaying, that 
as the Sevyent was lifted up in the Wil- 
deyneſs, even ſo ſrould the Son of Man 
be lifted up, ſignifying thereby his Cru- 
cifitian, or dying upon the Croſs; the 
Time of which being now at Hand, and 
the Devil having put it into, the Hearc 
of Fudas to betray him, he goes to 
the Chief Prieſts, ſtipulates to deliver 
him unto them for the Sum above-men- 
tion'd, receives the Money, and now 
only waits for the Opportunity to put 
his helliſh Wickedneſs in Execution. 
The holy Feſus knowing therefore that 
his Time was now almoſt expired, and 
that he ſhould ſhortly leave the World 
and go again to the Father, acquaints . 
bis Diſciples with it, and celebrates with 
them a Feaſt of Loye, now called the 
Sacrament, or Lord's Supper; which 
Fealt of Love he introduced by firſt 
eating. with them the Fewißß Paſſover; 
during which he informs them, that one 


of them ſhould berray him ; vpon which 


they all, except: Fudas the Traitor, 
greatly touch'd with Sorrow and Con- 
cern, enquired of him one by one, which 


of them it was that ſhould commit this 


great Sin; no ſooner was the Feaſt of 
the Paſſover finiſh'd, but he begins to ce: 
lebrate his own, which as it was de- 
ſign'd as a Feaſt of Joy to all that would 
receive him in all Nations, to fthadow 
the'exceeding Riches of his Love in dy- 
ing for Mankind; that his Diſciples 
therefore, might as ſuch, rec*ive it with 
Joy and not with Sorrow, before he beving 
to celebrate it, he removes theit Sadnel; 
and Grief by anſweiing their Queſtion, 
who it was that ſhould betray him; 


namely, him to whom he ſhould give the 


Sop when he had dipped it; by which 
they preſently know that it was Faudas, 
for to him the Sop was given; who ha- 
ing now Tegeiy'd the Sop, went imme 
| | diately 
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diately out before he began his Feaſt of 


Love; which as it was deſign'd as 2 


Pledge of his Love to ſuch as ſhould be 


ſaved, and an Earneſt of that ſuture Joy, 
which he was now about by his Death 
to Purchaſe for as many as with their 
whole Heart would receive him for their 
Saviour, for only ſuch as thus receive 


him, does he ſave from the Puniſhment 


of their Sins, and gives them Power to 
become the Sons of God, and Heirs of 
eternal Life, and to ſuch only does the 
bleſſed Sacrament belong; and they on- 
ly will receive Joy and Comfort by it; 
to ſuch by it he communicates Love, 
Grace, and Glory; but Fudas had no 
Part or Lot herein, who was ſo far from 
receiving his Saviour with his whole 
Heart, that he vilely ſells and betrays 
him for the mean Price of thirty Pieces 
of Silver, and thereby periſh'd eter- 
nally, which he could not, had he with 
the other Diſcip'es been made Partaker 
of this bleſſed Feaſt, the holy Sacrament, 
whoſe Salvation was ſecur'd to them by 
Vertue of his Promiſe, who ſaid, Thrs 7s 
my Fleſp, and this is my Blood, <chich is 
given for you, for the Remiſſion of Sins, 
eat ye, and drink ye all of it, and they 
did ſo; ſo that it now became as impoſſible 


for any of theſe to be deprived of Hap- 


pineſs, as it was for Chriſt to lie: Fudas 
now being gone forth to put his 
deviliſh Plot in Execution, Feſus ſaid, 


Nee is the Son of Man glorified, and God 


is glorified in bim; if God he glorified 
in him, God ſoull alſo glorify bim in him- 
felf, and hall ſtrait way glorify him: 
Then breaking Bread, he gave it unto 


them to eat, and likewiſe Wine to 


drink, and commanded that they 
ſhould receive that as repreſenting his 
Body broken vpn the Croſs, and 
Blood ſhed forth tor the Sins of Man- 
kind; and that when he was gone, they 
ſhould by this Feaſt often call to Re- 
membrance his great Love in laying down 
bis Life for them: And becauſe they 
were exceeding ſorry to hear of his De 
parting from them, be comforts them 
by promiſing to ſend them another 


ended, and the holy Jeſus knowing that 5 


The CHRISTIAN CONVERT: Or, 
Cotnforter, even the Holy Ghoſt, which 


ſhould be with them in his room, and 
abide with them for ever, leading them | 


into all Truth : And thus Supper being 


the Time was even now expiring, © 
wherein his Diſciples, by reaſon of 
his Abſence, ſhould for a while be as a2 
Sheep without a Shepherd, expos d to 
become a Prey to the Enemy, earneſtly RE 
recommends them to the Divine Protec- 

tion, vehemently interceeding with his 
Father on their Behalf, that he would 
preſerve them from Evil, hereby leaving 
an Example to all future Generations to RP 
flee to God in Time of Danger, as the We: 
only Refuge of Safety and Protection 
from Evil; For the Name of the Lord i 
a ſtrong Tower of Defence, the Righte- 8b 
ous runneth into it and are ſafe ; this 
the Example of the ever-bleſſed Jeſus 
abundantly evinces, whoſe Divine Love 
for his Diſciples then preſents and for al] 
others who in future Time ſhould belieye 
on his Name, is abundantly manitelied For 
by his pouring forth his Soul in Prayes 
to God for them in ſuch Vehemency 
of Affection, and Earneſtneſs of Ad- 
dreſs, as can't be ſufficiently admir'd a 
nor equall'd by any; which therefore mW 
ſhould be often read and treaſur'd up in % 
the Hearts of all as a Preſervative againſt Wn? 
luke-warm AﬀecCtions and ſluggiſh Beha- 8m 
viour in Devotion; and which is 25 


9 


the Hour is come, gloriſy thy Son, that 8 
thy Son alſo may glorify thee : As thou 
haft given him power over all Fleſo, that 
he fpould give eternal Life to as man 
as thou haſt given him: And this i 
Life eternal, that they might know ther. 
the only true God, and Feſus ChrilY Fat] 
ahm thou haſt ſent: I bave glorified 
thee on the Earth; I have An iſbed the Vor! 
Work which thou gaveſ me to do: Aude: 
now, O Father, glorify thou me wit! 
thine own ſelf with the Glory which || 
had with thee before the World was: |! 
ba ve mani ſe ſted thy Name unto the Mil 

whicY b 


o 


levbich thou gaveſt me out of the World ; 
Izbine they were, and thou ga veſt them 
me, ahd they have kept thy Mord; now 
they bave known that all things whatſo- 


that ver thou haft given me, ave of thee , for 
ing, I bave gives unto them, the Words which 
; of thou gaveft me, and they baue rece/ved 
as a ber, and have known ſurely that I came 


Eebou didft ſend me. I pray for them : I 
pray not for the World, but for them which 


Nec- 

h his ibo baft given me, for they are thine ; 
ould' and all mine are thine, and thine are 
wing % ine, and 1 am glorified in them : And 
ns to v Tam no more in the World, but thef® 
s the ere in the World, and I come to thee. 
ction fol Father, keep thro' thine own Name, 
rd is boſe whom thou baſft given me, that 
gbte- bey may be one as wwe are; while 1 
this as with them in the World, 1 kept 
Jeſus bem in thy Name; thoſe that thou 
Love aveſt me I have kept, and none of them 
or all loft, but the Son of Perdition ; that the 
elieye Ccripture might be fulfilled. And now 
teſted bome I to thee, and theſe Things 1 ſpeak 
ayes in the World, that they might baue m 

nency Foy fulfilled in themſelves: - I have gi- 


; pen them thy Mord; and the World hath 
Pated them, becauſe they are not of the 


refore PVorid, even as I am not of the World. 
up in N pray not that thou ſbouldftl take them 
gainſt ut of the World, but that thou ſoouldft 
Beha- {Weep them from the Evil. They are not 


bf the World, even as I am not of the 


is as | 
Ec.) orld : Sanctiſy them through thy Truth; 


At ber, 54 Into the World, even fo have I alſo ſent 


\ that {ber into the World : And for theirSakes 
tb SanRify my ſelf, that they alſo might 
„ that {Pe [anfified through the Truth: Neither 
many We. ray I for theſe alone, but for them alſo 
bis ie Þich fall believe on me through their 
4 thee Word ; that they all may be one, as thou, 
Chrif F =ther art in me, and 1 in thee, that 


ori fed Pry alſo may be one in us, that ths 
World may believe that thou haſt ſent 


» 


ed the 
: a 20 


: Ane: And the Glory which thoy gave 

with e, I bave given them, that they may 
hich Ie one, even as we are one; I in them, 
as : _- nd thou in me, that they may be made 


be Men 


aun £14 that the Farid , 
bi 17 1 | 


out from thee, and they have believed tbat 


2 9 
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know that thou bafſt ſent me, and baft 
loved them, as thou ba ſt loved me, Fa- 
tber, I ill that they alſo whom bon 
haſt given me, be with me «where I am; 
that they may behold my Glory which 
thou haft given me, for thou lovedfl me 
before the Foundation of the World. © 
righteous Father, the World hath not 
known thee, but 1 have known thee, and 
theſe have known that thou haſt ſent 
me + And I have declared unto them thy 
Name, and will declave it, that the Love 

where with thou baft loved me, may be 
in them, and I inthem, And now the lo- 
ving Jeſus having earneſtly recommend- 
ed his Diſciples to his Father's Protecti- 
on, and finiſhed his Prayer, goes to the 
Place he appointed to be that Night; 
which Judas knowing, goes to the Chief 
Prieſt, and receives a Band of Men to 
take him, and gave them to underſtand 
which Perſon they ſhould apprehend by 
the Token of a Kiſs ! 15 the mean 
Time, while Fudas went to get this 
Guard of Soldiers, the holy Jeſus with 
ſome of his Diſciples comes to the Place, 
at which he had appointed to be; namely, 
into a Garden, beyond the Brook Cedron. 
And now he begins to feel the dreadful 

Effect of the deadly Poiſon of Sin, by 
having the Wrath of God pour'd forth 
upon him for it, as ſanding in the Place 
of Sinners; then did God begin to 
bruiſe him with our Tranſgreſſions, to 
grieve and wound him with our Sins, 
and to lay upon him the Iniquit ies of us 
all; inſomucb, that he informs his Diſei- 
ples that his Soul was exceeding Sorrow- 
ful, even unto Death, and deſires the 

Aſſiſtance of their Prayers: After which, 

going a lictle from them, proftrates him- 
lelf upon the Ground, pours out his Soul 
in Prayer to God, vehemently ſiruggling 

under the heavy Load wherewith he 

was then oppreſs'd, and thro the exceed 

ing Vehemency of his Agony, his Sweat 

becomes as it were great Drops of Blood 
falling to the Ground; finds the Spiric 

willing ſtill to endure, but the Fleſh 

weak ;-prays therefore that if poſſible the 

Cup, namely, the bitter Cup of God's 

FE | | heavy 


— 


* — 5 — — — — — 0 
- - — a — — "—_— ”. Wl * 
4 — —— 
er 


N 


- 
2 Re > — * =y = * 1 n A * . * — 2 <7 * — 25 — 
— . eq ey a „ ———— Ne S — * at 
. — » 12 * a7 e „ * „ re e U 2 gr" fe . 
— — . en ory PI ET w — — — - — — —»—᷑:?—ö7Ad WAR 

* — ag. apr; ow ve. e 222 —— - N — Sr - 
or FOR ines; ERP ey ono fs er? RL” n _—_— 8 | ee 2 ” —— — 

* * Ay A. WH 1 4 r * 1 Wen — — FIT * +2 > or” my 

. ** 
. 


* 


72 


. 


— 


a 


— N K - 
— 2 - "> — — © Y 
. 2 
2 8 — * r rr. 
r K . N 
: — — roy 
r ory — 


—̃ — 


— 


3 Eds EF — 
5 a 
* TW" 9 . e 4 
3 — 3 
e 


2 

— 1 Lode 
2 n - _ 
= 4 


ä 
. te nt AR Funn Ne Ire? WIEN 
- 
. * 
. 


UA II rt OA Ay I as i 4 He oe 
„ — — 


24 The CuRIisTIAN CONVERT: Or, 


heavy Wrath and Indignation might 
paſs from him, but if that could not be 
done, confifient with Omnipotent Juſ- 
tice, he was reſoly'd to drink it: While 
he thus Jabour'd under the grievous 
Load of our Sins, was ſtricken, ſmitten 
of God and afflicted, an Angel is ſent 
to Support and Strengthen him under it; 
but his Diſciples fall aſleep, and he is 
left to wreſtle alone! Nor had he long 
continued in this mighty Conflict, be- 
fore Fudas the Traitor came with his 
Band of armed Men to take him : He 
gives them the Sign, comes to Jeſus, 
and ſalutes bim with, Hail, Ma ſter! They 
immediately lay Hands on him, and 
bind him faſt, and all his Diſciples for- 
ſook him and fled! And now being 
ſtrongly guarded, he is brought to the 
High Prieſt, accus'd of Blaſphemy; is 
ſcourg'd, and in Mockery crown'd with 
Thorns, with a Reed for a Scepter put 
into his Hand : Then they buffet him, 


ſmite him with their Hands, and ſpit 


upon him ! Thus miſerable, wretched 
Man, ſports with Eternity, hugs bis own 
Miſery, deſpiſes his Saviour, and con- 
temns Salyation ! Under all which Con- 
tempt, Scorn and deſpiteſul Uſage, the 
holy Jeſus behaves as a Lamb brought 
to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before 
her Sharers is dumb, opening not his 
Mouth, but ſo patiently endur'd as 
greatly aſtoniſned his Enemies: From 
the High Prieſt he is led to Pontius Pi- 
late, the Roman Governor, to receive 
Sentence of Death: The Governor, after 
Examination, pronounces him Guiltleſs, 
that he could find no Fault with him, 
and declares, that he would looſe him 
and let him go: Upon which the Chief 
Prieſts and Fews grew exceeding loud 
and boiſterous in their Clamours againſt 
him, requiring that he ſhould be Cru- 
cified ; which fo far prevailed upon 
Pilate, that notwithſtanding he before 
had pronounced him Innocent, and 
well knew that for Envy the Fews 


ſought bis Death, yet finding that in 


order to content the Multitude, it was 
needſul to condemn Jeſus, takes Water, 


the Devil to bruiſe his Heel and afflict N 


whereby he gets to himſelf more Honour 


waſhes his Hands before the People, de- bo 
claring thereby that he was innocent of 
the Blood of that juſt Perſon, whom 
they would have condemn'd, and that 
they muſt anſwer for it; upon this the 
blood-thirſty Fews loudly cry out, His 
Blood be on us and on our Children! Which 
indeed has been fulfilled in them to 


their Shame and great Confuſion : For 
ſhortly after their Temple and City was 
deſtroy d, themſelves in great Multitudes 
put to the Sword, others taken Priſon- E 
ers and ſold for Slaves; and ever ſince . 
have been baniſh'd from their own RE 


n 8 


DIES 
r 
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Country Feruſalem, and diſpers'd 
throughout the World like Pugitives | 
and Vagabonds on the Earth, dwelling 
where they may have Liberty, having | 
neither Ruler nor Government of their 
own: And thus the innocent and ever- 
bleſſed Jeſus, being condemn'd to Death 
and deliver'd to the Jeu, they lead 
him away to Crucify him; and to make 
his Death the more ignominous and 

contemptible, they Crucify him between | 
two Thieves: One of which, became 
the greateſt Miracle of Faith that ever 
was, for he beliey'd on the Lord Jeſus 
when all the World had forſaken him; 
yea, when both Men and Angels had 
left him, and even God himſelf had | 
withdrawn his Preſence from him! Yet | 
now does this Thief behold him with the 
Eye of Faith, makes Confeſſion of him, 
is conyerted and ſaved by him while 
hanging on the Croſs! This ſurely is 
well worthy our Wonder and Admira- 
tion, and may truly of all others, be 
eſteem'd the greateſt Miracle in the 
whole Book of God, and whereby the 
holy Jeſus, tho' now in his greateſt 
Weakneſs, and moſt under the Power of 


S 2 
8 1 


him, yet does he triumph over him, by 
ſnatching his Prey from him, tho even? 
now upon the Brink of Deſtruction! 


by this Miracle at his Death, than by 
all thoſe of his Life: But here let it be 


extraordinary Act of Love by che Power 3 5 
| 0 1 g 
"8 


de- pf Faith, yet it muſt be remembered that 
t of e gives not the, leaſt room to wicked 
hom Pyriſtiaps to hope for Mercy from a 
that Death-Bed Repentance; becauſe the 
the Caſe widely differs, for they have Cruci- 
His ed the Son of God all the Days of 
hich Wheir Life; and put him to an open 
to Phame by wilful Tranſgreſſion; Jeſus 
For bas been offer'd to them from their 
was Childhood, but they would not receive 
udes im, but this penitent Thief no ſooner 
on- fees him, but believes on him; and 
ſince Frhile he hangs upon the Croſs, maketh 
own Confeſſion of him, and bewails his Sin, 
ers d Pas Faith on him, laments and pleads 
tives or Mercy, is heard in his Requeſt and 
ling pbtains the Thing deſir d: But what 
ving Encouragement is this for a wicked 
their briſtian to hope for the like Favour ? 
ever* po, verily, except the Lord Febovah 
Jeath Mould make ſuch another new Thing 
lead Ppon the Earth, and the Son of God 
make ſhould again come down and die upon 
and the Croſs, and that Sinner preſuming 
veen upon a Death- Bed Repentance, ſhould 
came pe in the like Circumſtances with the 
ever penitent Thief, there remains for him no 
jeſus lope of Salvation from ſuch an Exam- 
him ; ple; but as this is a Thing altogether 
had mpoſſible, ſo let the Sinner be well ad- 
bad moniſh'd againſt ſuch a dangerous Pre- 
Fer umption, left he fall thereby into eter- 
h the nal Damnation: For if Chriſt is not 
him, embraced as ſoon as offer'd, no one has 
while 0 a Right to demand him a ſecond Time, 
ly is 1 neither is there any Word from God to 
mira- give Encouragement thereto, but rather 
s, be he contrary ; He that hath Ears to bear 
n the let bim bear. And now during the 
y the | Time the holy Jeſus hangs upon the 
eateſt Croſs, the Sun becomes eclips'd, for the 
yer of 5 Space of three Hours, even as tho” it 
afflick could not endure to lighten a guilty 
„ by World, while the Lord of all Things 
even ſuffer'd for the fame: And now the 
tion ! Saviour of the World, having accom- 
Nour pliſh'd- all Things that were written 
an by concerning him, prays to his Father for 
it be Pardon to his Murderers, pours out his 


8 ul an Offering ſor Sin, and yields up 
te Ghoſt ; after which his dead Body 
42 | | 
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is taken from the Croſs by one Joſepb, 
a rich Man of Arimathea, and aſſiſted 
herein by one Nicodemus, a Ruler of the 
Fews who were both ſecretly the Diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus ; they laid it honourably 
Embalm'd in a new Tomb in a Garden, 
cut out of a Rock, wherein never Man 
before had lain; in which Matter the 
Providence of God ſeems to bave been 
peculiarly concern d, not only in diſ- 
poſing the Body of Jeſus to be laid in 
a Rock, which took away all Suſpicion 
of the Poſſibility of its being convey d 
by any 6thes way than the Door by 
which it was carried in, thereby cutting 
off all Cavils upon that Head, but more 
eſpecially in its being a new Tomb, 
wherein never Man before had lain, 
guarding hereby effectually againſt all 
malicious Cavils of the Enemy, in object- 
ing, that his Dead Body was rais d not 
by his own Power, but by the Relicts of 
ſome holy Perſon that might formerly 
have been interr'd in the ſame Tomb, 
even as was the Dead Man reſtor'd to 
Life again when put into Eliþa's Tomb, 
upon touching of his Bones, (2 Kings 
x1ii. 2 1.) and how very difficult it 7 
have been to prove the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus by his own Power, had this been - 
the Caſe, may ealily be imagined ; 
therefore the omniſcient God interpo- 
ſed to prevent the Enemy herein: 
But now the Wicked eus remem- 
bering that he had foretold, that 
after three Days he ſhould riſe again 
from the Dead, by Leave of Pilate the 
Governor obtains a Band of Soldiers to 
guard the Sepulchre, leſt the dead Body 
ſhould be ſtolen away; and rolling a 
great Stone to the Door thereof to keep 
it ſecure, they Place a Seal upon it, and 
watch over it for its ſafety : But, alas! 
what can the Arm of Fleſh do againft 
the omnipatent God? yea, woe is he 
that ſtriveth againſt his Maker! For 
nothing can ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto 
him what doſt thou? No ſooner was 
the Time expir'd by the approaching of 
the third Day, but the Grave is no longer 
able to detain him, an Angel deſcends 
from 


from Heaven, rolls away the Stone of 
the Sepulchre, and the holy Jeſus, 8c- 
cording to his Prediction, riſes from the 
Dead : The Guard watching the Sepul- 
chre, ſaw it, and were terribly fright- 
ned, yea, they became even as Dead 
Men, thro” Fear at the wonderful Sight, 
and haſten away into the City to tell 
the News of what they had ſeen : But 
no ſooner did the Report of the Soldiers 
reach the Ears of the infide] Fewws, but 
ſtill reſolving. to continue in an evil 


in theirRebellion againſt the clear Light 
of Truth, add to their Infidelity the Sin 
of Knavery, and bribe the Soldiers by 
large Money, to ſay, that while they 
ſlept, the Diſciples of Jeſus ſtole a- 
way his Body, and promis'd to ſtand 
by them and ſave them from the evil 
1 Conſequences ſuch a Report might ex- 
7 _ poſe them to from the Governor: They 
1 received the Money, and did as they 
I were hired : But nothing could conceal 
this Truth, the holy Jeſus not only ap- 
pearing frequently to his Diſciples after 
his ReſurreCion, ſhewing himſelf open- 
Jy to them, and converſing with them, 
but alſo ro many others, who- became 
Eye-witneffes of his Reſurrection: And 
now, having compleated all Things for 
the which he came into the World, in 
purchaſing Mercy and Reconciliation 
for Man, he ſolemnly blefſed his Diſci- 
ples, promiſed ſhortly to ſend them the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, wills them to 
ſtay at Feruſalem till they had obtain'd 
it, gives them a Commiſſion to go and 
reach all Nations, promiſing Life and 
Immortality to thoſe that would believe 
and were Baptiz'd, but denouncing 
Damnation to thoſe that believed not ; 
was then taken up into Heaven, they 
ſtill beholding him till- a bright Cloud, 


ly after this, his Diſciples receives his 
wills Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, whereby 
7 they were endowed with the Power of 
1 ſpeaking all Languages, and of Healing 
1 all Manner of Sickneſs, and all Kinds 
„ of Diſeaſes; And now being aſſiſted by 
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Heart of Unbelief, hardning themſelves 


received him out of their Sight. Short- 
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the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, they be- 
gan the Work their Lord had appointed 
them to do, in preaching Salvation to 
the World, Repentance towayds God, 
and Faith towards our Lord Feſus Cbriſt. 
And thus Chiiſtianity, the Religion of 
the holy Jeſus, however violently op- 


pos'd at the firſt, and its Proteffors almoſt. 


every where perſecuted unto Death, yet 
fiill went on to prevail and conquer, 
until ir obtain'd Kings to be its Nurling 
Fathers and Queens its Nurſing Mo- 
thers, and widely ſpread itſelf in the 
Earth, and is the Religion which we 
now profeſs. And thus, Phzlalethes, 
ſaid he, having now briefly related to 
you the Life of the holy Feſws, the End 
of his Coming into the World, the Sub- 
ſtance of his Doctrine together with his 
Sufferings and manner of Death for our 
Sake, it is not improbable that you may 
now deſire to be farther inform'd, that 
ſince he has done ſo much for your Sake, 
what you are to do for his, or how you 
may ſo behave your ſelf, as to be ap- 
prov'd of him, and obtain his Love and 
Favour towards you. I reply'd, that I 
deſir d nothing more, and earneſtly 
longed to be inſtructed herein: Very 
well, ſaid he, to have a fincere Defire 
is a good Step towards obtaining the 
Thing deſir d, and there is no ſmall 
Pleaſure in communicating Knowledge 
to ſuch as are willing to receive it; and 
hence I ſhall proceed with all Chear- 
fulneſs in the Matter deſired. The prin- 
ciple Thing therefore herein to be ob- 
tain'd, is what the Apoſtle adviſes, 
namely, To let the ſame Mind be in you 
which was in the Lord Feſus, who ſet 
us an Example that we ſhould follow his 
Steps; and trying Mankind by this 
Touchſtone, you'll' plainly ſee the Truth 
of what was before mention'd by the 
worthy Theophilus, namely, That ths 
nothing tz more com mon among u. 
than the Na me Chriſtianity, yet ſcarce- 
ly any Thing is move difficult than 80 
find a true Chriftian, having the ſame 
Mind which was in the Lord Jeſus, and 
io walking as we have him for an Ex- 
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ample, obſerving his Precepts and Com- 
mands,' taught us either by himſelf, or 
Diſciples, as we are herein inſiructed 
by the Word of God; Man's Ignorance 
herein, and Neglect of which holy Book, 
can't be too much lamented, fince by 
that it is whereby we are acquainted 
with the whole Will of God, and are 
taught how to behave here, ſo as to be 
made for ever happy hereafter : How 
ſad a Sight is it to ſee a Man in Years 
unable to give an Anſwer to the plain 
Queſtion, bow he Hopes to be Sav d? 
and ſeems ſurpriz'd at being demanded, 


| whether he truly knows Jeſus Chriſt ? 


and is hardly able to contain himſelf 
within the Bounds of Decency, at being 
ask d whether he deſerves Damnation; 
nay, ſome are ſo exceeding ignorant, tho 
living among Chriſtians, as that they 
can ſcarcely tell who made them! all 
theſe therefore are far. from being Chri- 
ſtians, ſeeing they are Strangers even 
to the firſt Rudiments of Chriſtianity, 
and who tho' living in the midſt of the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel, yet ſtill 
walk in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of 
Death which leadeth down to the 


= Chambers of Hell: Others there are 


who ſay they Hope to be Sav'd thro' 


the Mercy of God, but how they know 


not, and are ignorant of this moſt cer- 
tain 'Truth, that without Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
before whom the whole World ſtands 
condemn'd to eternal Ruin, and has no 
way to eſcape, but as Chriſt undertakes 
to ſave it, and-Man can now no more 


be Say'd by the Mercieg of God with- 


out Faith in Chriſt Jeſus thro' his Me- 
rite, than Adam could create himſelf a 


| new Creature after his Tranſgreſſion: 


But others there are who depend greatly 
upon their own good Works for Salva- 
tron, and are highly difpleas'd with 
ſuch as will not ſuffer Works to have 


any Share in our Salvation, not conſi- 


dering that all our Righteouſneſs beſore 
Gad is as filthy Rags, yea, they are all 
full of Sin, and therefore are an Abo- 
mination in his Sight, except they are 
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purified by the Blood of Chriſt, and 
done thro' the Operation of Grace dwel- 
ling in us by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
then it is no more we that do them, 


but Grace that dwelleth in us, working 


by Love through Faith in Chrilt ; neither 
can they be call'd good in reſpect 
to Man, for he being of himſeif unclean, 
viz. full of Sin, can be the Author of 
nothing clean or good in the Sight of 
God, bur being done thro' Faith in 
Chriſt in Obedience to his Commands, 
and with a Deſire of leaſing him, they 
then become ſanctified by his Grace, 
and are thereby made acceptable roGod; 
hence then it is farther evident that it is 
not we that do them, but the Grace of 
Chriſt that dwelleth in us, who worketh 
in us both to will and to do of his good 
Pleaſure; he is the Tree, we are the 
Branches, as therefore the Tree bears 
the Branches and not the Branches the 
Tree, even ſo Chriſt bears us, and not 
we him: And as the Tree is not in- 
debted to the Branches, but the Bran- 
ches to the Tree, by which they are 
nouriſh'd to bring forth Fruit unto Per- 
fection; even ſo Chriſt is not oblig'd to 
us but we to him, by whoſe Grace we 
are nouriſh'd thro' Faith, and made ts 
bring forth Fruit unto Holineſs, and the 
End everlaſting Life: But if good Works 
could avail for our Salvation, than Chriſt - 
has died in vain, fo far as by our good 
Works we could become holy and juſi.fizd 
before God, but Chriſt has told us that 
no Man cometh to God the Father but 
by bim, and that without bim we can 


do nothing, and then ſurely we can't ſave 


ourſelves, oc contribute any thing to- 
wards it: No, by Grace ye are ſaved, 
ſay: the Apolile, and that not of your- 
ſelves, it is the Gift of God; whom 
without Faith in Jeſus Chriſt it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe; for he that cometh 
to the Father muſt believe that he ſent 
his Son to take away our Sins, and that 
thro his Stripes we are healed; and it 
muſt be ſuch a Faith as worketh by Love 
unto good Works, for as the Tree with» 
Gut Fruit is barren and uſeleſs, fit osly 
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for the Fire, even ſo Faith without 
Works is dead, but yet theſe Works 
AVail not at all for our Salvation, but 
the Love of Chriſt conſtrains us to do 
them, and thereby evidences that we 
live not in a dead or fruitleſs Faith, but 
in ſuch a lively and ſtedfaſt Faith in 
Chriſt, as will render us acceptable with 
God thro' him, and make us perſectly 
whole; nothing therefore is more vain, per- 
nicious, or deſtructive than ſor ſinful Man 
to talk of being ſaved by his own good 
Works, or meriting any even the leaſt 
thing towards it : Would to God that this 


great Truth was deeply engrav'd on the 


Hearts of all that thus glory ; namely, 
that tho' no one can be ſav'd without 
Faith, which worketh by Love unto 
good Works in Jeſus Chriſt, yet that 
good Works profit not a whit to their 
Salyation : Theſe therefore who have 
any Dependance upon future Happineſs 
from their own good Works are no 


nearer to Salvation than the former, 


fince hereby they deny the Lord that 
bought them, diſpiſe the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and contemn the Riches of his Free Grace, 


are flill in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 


in the Bond of Iniquity, and while this 
Spirit remains they cannot receive the 
Adoption of Children by Grace: Others 
here are, and of whom the Number is 
eeding great, who would be account- 

d Chriſtians, and Hope to be Sav'd, 
while as yet they ſuffer the whole Body 
of Sin to remain in them unmor ified, 
and zre ſo govern'd thereby as greedily 
to purſue with Pleaſure the Gratification 
of their ſinful Appetites, according as 
every one is differently inclin'd, and 
finds it within his Power to obtain his 
Defire : Thus the Covetous delighting 
in Riches is a Stranger to the Precept 
of being Compaſſionate and Liberal to 
all, according to his Power : The Drun- 
kard and Glutton knows not how to 
become Temperate and Sober + The For- 
nicator and Adulterer, to bezome Cha ſte 
and Holy: The Negligent and Slothfa], 


to become diligent and induſtrious in 


their proper Calling: The Supine and 
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Luke-warm Chriſtian, to become 2ea- 
louſly affected for the Honour of God: 
The Cenſorious and evil Surmiſers, to 
forbear cenſuring others, and judge fa- 
vourably of all: The Proud and Lofty, 
to be Humble and Meek: The Malici» 
ous and Revengeſul, to become Kind 
and Merciful : The Selt-conceited and 
Worldly Wiſe, to become a Fool for 
Chrift's ſake : The Self-righteous and 


Self-ſufficient, to ſee the Vileneſs of their 


own Heart, and to acknowledge they 
deſerve nothing but Wrath and Judg- 


ment at the Hands of God: The Care- 


leſs. and Slothful, ro be diligent in the 
Work of the Lord, and to labour to 


get their own Bread by the Sweat of 
their Brow : The Envious and Uncha- 
ritable, to think of others better than 
themſelves, and who inſtead of doing to 
others as they themſelves would be 
done by, are for having all the good 
they wiſh for done to themſelves, while 
they regard not to do the like to others: 


Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, tho' they are 


call'd Chriſtians, yet are they Strangers 


to the Word of Life, and as yet know 


nothing of Chriſtianity as they ought Þ 
to know: They may indeed talk of Re- 


ligion, and acknowledge the Neceſluy 


and Uſefulneſs thereof, but they expe- : 


rience nothing of it in their own Hearts; 
yea, they appear as tho' they were ut- 
terly ignorant of the Conditions of their 
being admitted into that Faith ; and 


hence alſo they are guilty of Perjury by 


being altogether unmindful of the ſacred 
Vows and Promiſes made for them by 


their Suteties at their Baptiſm, which 
they coming to Age are obliged to per- 


form; namely, To Renounce the Devil 
and all bis Works ; the Pomps and Va- 


nities of this wicked World, and ail 


the ſinful Lofts of the Fleſh ;, 2dly, To 
believe all the Articles of the Chriflian 


Faith; and 3dly, To keep God's holy 


Will and Commandments, and walk in 
the ſame all the Days of their Life ; 
inſtead of vyhich they walk in direct 
Oppoſition to the Will of God, by fut- 


fering themſelves to be led away by t 


their 


WM 
Ls Sd 


The Third Gift of Philanthropos & Philalethes. 29 
heir own corrupt Deſires, and evil Paſ- ing in the Work of the Lord, having 
Wfions, according as eveiy one is in- ever in Mind the Conditions of our be- 
clin'd ; and hence they are ſo far from ing taken into Chriſt's Covenants by 


55 to 

8 fa- letting the ſame Mind be in them as Bap'iſm ; namely, To Renounce the De- 
Lofty, was in the Lord Jeſus, that they are as vil, the World and the Fleßb, the vain 
lalici- ¶ oppoſite to it as Light is to Darkneſs: Pomps and Vanities thereof, to believe 
Kind lie was ever Merciful, Courteous, Meek, all the Articles of the Chriftian Faith, 
1 and Gracious, long Suffering, frequent in fo keep God's boly Will and Command- 


Prayer and Religious Exerciſes ; always ments, and walk in the ſame all the 
doing ee to Mankind, and loved not Days of our Life; we muſt labour to 
e 


their nis Life unto Death for their ſake, but have the ſame Mind in- us as was in 
they freely gave himſelf for them; bur theſe Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, always letting 
Judg- are as yet Strangers to the Works of our Converſation be as becometh the 
Care- the Spirit, and ro the Love of Chriſt Goſpel of Cbriſt, daily ſtriving againſt 
n the which paſſeth Knowledge, they walk Sin, and ever following that which is 
ur to after their own Pleaſures to fulfil the Good; frequently examining into the 
eat of 7 uſts of the Fleſh ; the Works of which, State of our Soul, to ſee whether old 
'ncha- according to the Apoſtle 3 Order of pla- Things are put away with us, and we 
r than 3 0 ing them, are theſe ; namely, Adul- are as yet become new Creatures in 
ing to Pery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laci- Chriſt; whether we can reconcile to 
Id be viouſneſe, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, our Minds the State of Poverty, ſuffering 
good [i arience, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Affliction and Diſtreſs for his Sake; yeay 
while ¶Pedition, Hereſies, Envyings, Murders, whether we are ready to lay down our 
thers : {EDrunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like; Lives for him, as he laid down his fot 


ey are 5 pf the which I tell you, lays he, that us ; whether we have as yet (as the 
angers bey that do ſuch things ſhall not inberit Apoſtle expreſſes it) the full Aſſurance of 
know be Kingdom of God: But the Fruit of Faith, viz. God's Holy Spirit witneſſing 
ought {he Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace, long with our Spirit, that we are now the 
of Re- ¶ Puffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Children of the Lord Jeſus, and are no 
ceſſuy Meekneſs, and Temperance : And they longer under the Power and Dominion 
7 expe- bat are Chrift's have Crucified the of Sin, but are made free from the 
earts; MPleſ with its Affection, and Lufis, Curſe of the Law, by Virtue of his 
re ut- Cal. v. ver. 19, 20, Sc. Obſerye, it is Merits who was made a Cuiſe for 
f cheir faid, they that are Chriſt's have Cruci- us; no longer walking after the 
: and d the Fleſh with its AﬀeRions and Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof, but 
ury by Luſts; but thoſe afore-mention'd have being renewed by the Spirit of Grace, 
Not Cruciſy'd the Fleſh with its Aﬀec- have our Fruit unto Holineſs, and the 
ions and Luſts, and therefore it is plain End everlaſting Life : And hence, tho 


which hat as yet they are no Chriſtians : And we live in the Elements of Sin, with 
to per- hence it is no great Matter of Wonder Sin dwelling in our mortal: Bodies, yet 
Devil io ſee them uncivil to Strangers, who as now being born of God we cannot Sin 


Wer have not learn'd to be civil to one by Conſent of the Will, neither will 
nd all nother, but are Heady, high Minded, - Tranſgreſſion be any more imputed to 
ly, To Paſlionate, Revengetul, Biting and De- us, as having now an utter Abhorence 
ri fltan Pouring one another; how can it be to it, and the Power of triumphing over 
's holy Maid or thought that they are Chriſtians? it; ever rejoicing in the glorious Liber- 
2alk in gence therefore ro be a true Chriſtian, ty of the Song of God, delighting in him 
Life Ne muſt baye a lively Faith in Chriſt, after the inner Man; and being cloath'd 
direct WP Faith which workech by Love; and upon with the Image of Chriſt, our Love 
by ſuf- which diſpoſes us to be ever diligent, in like his, is extended to all, and ſo far 
„ay by put Obedience to him, always abSund- as lays in our Power, we labour to * 
then NS, | good 
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good unto all Mankind : Furthermore, 


we are frequent in reading the Word of 


God wich all Sincerity and Affection, 
admiring the Riches of God's Love 


therein contain'd ; yea, we have great 


rejoycing in frequent Prayer, Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to him; Singing to our 


| elves in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spi- 


ritual Songs, making Melody in our 
Hearts to the Lord ; which Things be- 
ing in us and abounding, we thereby 


grow from Strength to Strength, until 


we come to the Fulneſs of the Stature 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by dwelling with 
kim and he in us are made Partakers of 
the cyerlaſiing Joys which by his mert- 
torious Sufferings and Death he has 

urchas'd for us, eternal in the Heavens. 
And thus Phzlaletbes, have I given you 
a Summary View of Chriſtianity, and 
for your farther Inſtruction herein, I 
earnelily recommend the daily Peruſal 


of the Sacred Scripture, with frequent 


and earneſt Prayers ſor God's enlightening 
Grace, well to underſtand and walk by 
it: The New Teſtament eſpecially it 
highly behoves you to be well acquaint- 
ed with, becauſe therein, Life and Im- 
mortality is brought to Light thro? the 
Golpel, and being always careſul to ob- 
ſerve all Things whatſoever is there 
commanded, you will grow in Love and 
in the Fulneſs of the Spirit of God, un- 
til you are crown'd with Glory and Im- 
mortality with him eternal in the Hea- 
vens; unto whoſe gracious Protection 
and Direction I now recommend you, 
willipg you to obſerve all things what- 
ſoever has here been advisd you, with- 
ing you good Luck in the Name of the 
Lord. Upon which rifing vp, he em- 
braced me with much Affection, and 
Hafied away to Viſic ſome one in Dif- 
treſs: No ſooner was Theologos gone, 
but Theophilus alſo roſe up to take his 
Leave of-me, earnefily exhorting me to 
take good Heed, unto the Things I had 
beard, to ſtand faſt in the Lord, and to 
give Glory to the God of Heaven, who 
hd vcuchſafed ot bis Free Grace and 
Mercy to call me to ſo great a Salvation: 
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Then falling down upon his Knees; | 
pray d with me, and for me, wept. bit. 
terly for the Sins of the World, and 
vebemently interceded with God for the 
Converſion of all Mankind, that the 


whole World might be filled with the 
Knowledge of him as the Waters cover A 


the Seas; that the Heathen might be- 
come his Inheritance and the uttermoſt 
Parts oſ the Earth his Poſſeſſion; that 
— . #238 
the Kingdoms of the Earth might re- 
member themſelves and be turn'd unto 


the Lord; and all the Kindreds of the 


World come and Worſhip before him; 
particularly, he greatly bewail'd the 
criminal Behaviour, and wretched Con- 
dition of the Generality of thoſe call'd 
Chriſtians, who tho' they enjoy the full 7 


Liberty of the. ever-bleſſed Goſpel ol 


Light, yet will not open their Eyes to 


be enlightened thereby, but walk on 


ſtill in horrible Darkneſs and in the Sha 
dow of Death, and who by their ſcan- þ? 
dalous Behaviour and immoral Lives; 
gave more deadly Wounds to Chriſtia- 
nity than its profeſs'd Enemies ; for 


theſe therefore he pour d out many bitter 


Sighs and Tears, earneſtly pleading for 
their Converſion and Salvation thro' the E 
all-ſufficient Merits of the holy Jeſus, 3 
and that every Mouth that nam'd the 
Name of Jeſus might depart from In- 
quity ; concluding with Praiſes to him 
tor the many Acts of his Love and 
Mercy beſtowed upon himſelf and others; 
after which, riſing from Prayer, he em- 
bracd me with great Affection; then? 
ſetting me in the Way I intended to go, 
after wiſhing me all Peace and Proſperity 
in the Lord, he hafied away to meet 
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Salvation, not only from the final Com- 
miſſion of Chriſt to his Diſciples, in 
which he commands them, ſaying, Go 
and teach all Nations, baptixing them 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft ; he that believeth and is 
baptized Hall be ſaved, but be that be. 
lieveth not ſpall ke damn'd, (Mat. xviil. 
19. Mark xxvi. 6.) but alſo from the 
Example of Chrilt himſelf, who tho' 
without Meaſure was filled with the 
Sbirit and Power of God, yet would not 
be prohibited Baptiſm, by Fobn the 
Bay: iſt, For thus, ſaith he, it becomes ut 
to fulfil all Righteouſneſs,(Mat.1ii.lz,1 4, 
15.) and Jaltly, from the Practice of the 
Apoſtles, who expreſoly command thoſe 
to be baptiz'd who tad before receiv'd 
the Holy Ghoſt (Act,, X. 47.) therefore 
without further delay receiv'd the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm, and after that I was ad- 
mitted tothe Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, as needſul alſo to Salvation, and 


as ſuch; deliver'd by the Lord of Life 


before his final Suffering, with a Com- 
mand, To do that in Remembrance of 
him, (Luke xxii. 19.) Upon the Rec: p- 
tion of which bleſſed Feaſt, I was ſo ve- 
hemently preſt in Spirit with Love for 
the ever-bleſſed Jeſus, that I could no 
longer forbear frequently diſcourſing of 
him to Mankind, earneſtly perſuading 
them to taſte and ſee how gracious he 
was; beſeeching them with the utmolt 
Earneſtneſs to forſake their Sin, and be 
turn'd unto the Lord with their whole 


Heart; whereby, from my own Expe- 


rience I aſſui'd- them, they ſhould have 
Power to overcome the World thro' the 
all powerful Aſſiſtance of the ever- 
blefſed Jeſus, who would readily receive 
them into the Arms of his Mercy, upon 
their returning to him with their whole 
Hearr, whereby they ſhould become for 


ever Happy; but alas! how greatly 


was I ſurpriz d at ſeeing how obltinate- 
ly they were bent upon their own De- 
ſtruction; Pride; Prejudice, and Envy 
I found to be the main or principal 
Chains by. which Satan link'd them 
down to this World and ſecurely ſecur'd 


them to himſelf; theſe are the Swords 
by which perhaps be defiroys more Souls 
than by any other Means whatſoever ; 
the Experience I haye had herein from 
Obſervation, has more frequently re- 
minded me of nothing, than of the 
great Truth mention'd by the two wor- 
thy, molt pious; and excellent Perſons 
aforeſaid ; namely, that tho' nothing is 
more common than the Name Chrif- 
tianity, yer, there is ſcaice any thing 
more difficult than to find a true Chriſ- 
tian \ for tho' there be many Hearers, 
yet are there but few Doers of the Word, 
for want of which, the Word ſoon 
becomes barren and unfruitful ; its true, 
we have Piecepr, which being alone, 
is like the Light of a Candle, defiroy'd 
by every Blait of Wind; but Example 
in Piety is that which ſhines as the Sun, 
enlightens the dark Corners of the 
Soul, and roots up the Weeds of Igno- 
rance and Sin; thro' Defe& of which, 
Precept becomes barren and unfruitfu], 
and the Word ſoon does not profit; 
this put me upon Enquiry into the Con- 
duct and Behaviour of the Chriſtians in 
the primitive Times of Chriſtianity, when 
its Profeſſors were daily expos'd to Per- 
ſecution ; and, by comparing the pre- 
ſent Times with thoſe, alas! what an 
amazing Alteration do we find ! ſo as 
that it may be truly ſaid, That it is 
Good for Man to be afficted, for when 
God's Fudgments are in the Earth, the 
Inhabitants of the World will learn Righ- 
teouſneſs ; too much Peace and Plen: 

occalions too much Security and Indo- 
lence, which baniſhes Religion from 
the Heart, and Gdiſpoſes it to rebel a- 
gainſt its Creator; while Affliction no- 
bly tends to humble the Haughtineſs of 


. Man, and bring down the Loftineſs of 


his Soul, gives him a juſt Eſtimate of 
himſelf, and ſhews him his own Baſeneſs, 
drives him to God as his only Support, 
and conſtrains him to love his Creator 
for the ſake cf his Protection, for never 
did Religion flouriſh ſo well, as when 
its Profeſſors had leaſt of worldly Pro- 
ſperity, arid were mol! expoſed to Perſe- 
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cution and Death; Chriliianity then 
conſiſted in Practice, but now chiefly in 
Precept, or :ather, in Name; the pri- 
mitive Age had the Power of Godlineſs, 
the preſent one, the Shadow : Theirs 
was Pract cal, ours Speculative : Their 
greateſt Care was to fear God and keep 
his Commandments ; ours in baving the 
Form of Godlinels, but denying the Power 
thereof, deſiring 'outwardly to appear 


righteous unto Men, but within are full 


of Hypocriſy and all Uncleanneſs ; Holt- 
neſs was their Ornament, and the Love 
of Virtue, their Crown of Reoicing : 
'They were like People that had their Por- 
tion in Heaven, and thither their Theughts 
were continually bent: Their Pomp lay 
all in Piety, and their Bravery, in making 
their Souls rich in Faith, and beautiful 
in good Works: They thought, That 
where ſo much Coſt, Time, and Pains, 
was beſlowed upon the outward Man, 


the Inward was in Danger of being too 


much neglected ; therefore their chief 
Care was to provide Cloathing of Holi. 
neſs for their Souls; and Men were 
eſleemed Great in Proportion to their 
Improvement in Piety and good Works: 
This preſent Liſe was the leaſt Thing 
they minded, while Eternity and future 
Happineſs was continually in their 
View ; yet not negligent of Induſtry, 
they were always ready to communi- 
cate to Others of the Profit of their La- 
bours : Their Words were few, yet ex- 
preſſive of many Things, and their 
Thoughts were Noble and Great: Hea- 
ven was the Subje& of their Meditation, 


and how to nbtain a Crown of Glory, 


their chief Delight; the Name, Chriſti- 
an, was always charming to them, and 
in this lovely Title, all their Diſtinctions 
and Degrees of Honour was levelled: 


Chriſt was all in all to them, and that 


they were Chriſtians, was that wherein 
they triumph'd above all other Titles of 
Dignity whatſoever : O how were they 
delighted beyond Exyreſſion, at the glo- 
rious Name, the Name of the Crucifi-d 
Jeſus ! His Sufferings and Death raiſed 
their Souls beyond the Bounds of this 


= 


and Diligence; by this, they learn'd to 


World, and filled them with unſpesk. 
able Love and Admiration : His Paſſion 
and Crucifiction, was their aſtoniſhing 
Amazement, and how to copy after his 
noble Exam ple, was their principal Care 


deſpiſe the World, with the Pomp and 
Glory thereof, and counted all Things 
but Droſs and Dung for the excellent 
Knowledge of J-ſus Chrifi, and bim 
crucified, Death was a plealing Sub⸗- 
jet to them, they eſteemed it as a | 
kind Companion that would releaſe | Þ 
them out of Priſon, and ſer them at Reſt : | 
Nothing pleaſed them better, than the | * 
Thoughts of leaving this World, as be. 


w { 
ing to them the Beginning of eternal“ 
Joy: The Holy Sacrament they daily | Þ , 
receiv'd, as the principal Food to nouriſh | 7 . 
them up to immortal Life: The Sab- | 7 ; 
baths they obſery'd with all Reverence | Þ} * 
according to the Commandment ; and : 


their Meals were mixt with heavenly | 2 f 
Diſcourſes, about the Supper of the 


Lamb which taketh away the Sins of , 4 
the World, longing after that glorious þ h 
Day, when they ſhould eat Bread in the 4 3. 


Kingdom of God: O happy Time, when |? 
they ſhould enter into the Society of | 2 0 
the bſeſs d, and ſing eternal Hallelujas? = 
to the King immortal! The AM Qions Þ 3 „ 
of this World, they bore with all Pa-!“ 
tience and Chearfulneſs, and the more 
previous they were, ſo much the greater 
was their Hope, that they would prove 
Meſſengers of Peace to them, by haſten: 
ing them forward in their Journey to 
the heavenly Feruſalem : The more | 
they were perſecuted, the greater was 
their Joy, as haſlening ſo much the? 
faſter to their Crown of Glory and Ha- 
ven of eternal Refi, Their Hoſpitality Þ ! 
was loving and kind towards all, and 
a Chriſtian Stranger they always eſteemed | 
as a Brother; who altho' they had never 
ſeen before, yet they preſently knew | 
him to be of their Society and one off 
their Brethren in the Lord; this ap-. 
pear'd by Reaſon of his Behaviour and 
Carriage, his Aſpect and Demeanor, 


which beſpeak ſomething Noble and! } 
| : Pivine ©-5 


5k. 
on 
ung 


Care 


dto , Meckneſs and Joy to the Place of their 


and 


his | 


Divine to be in his Mind. Thus they 
lived, fo as always to be prepared for 
Death, and ready to lay down their 
Lives for their Maſter's Honour : When 
Nec-ſliry required, they haltened with 


Martyrdom, and without expreſſing any 


Ye Ilmpatience or Fear, readily ſubmitted 
ent themſelves into the Hands of their Exe- 
3 - cutioners, teſtifying their inward Tran- 
5 F 3 quilliry, by their Viſaze and Smiles of 
leafs ; 7 their Countenance; with Eyes lif: ed 
deſt | up towards Heaven, viewing there by 
\ the Bl Faith, the Glory they were baſtening 
be. 0 enjoy; thus they deliver'd up their 
erna Szuls to God, with Prayers for their 
daily 3 Murderers, If any were impriſoned 

por Chriſi's Sake, they never wanted 


2 5 the Aſſiſlance of others, or conſolatory 
we Advice, to relieve and comfort them in 
and] . tdbeir Difireſs, and ſtrengthen their Faith 
1 and Confidence in God: No Place or 
ps 4 Dungeon, how dark or loathſome ſo- 
5 ever, could reſtrain their Congreſſion or 
orion ing to them; and being come, O! 
inne bow ſweetly did they Comfort them un- 
when I der their Afi Eion, ard chear them in 
5 2 heir Diſtreſs ! Their Diſcourſe was all 
Jujahs 1 Contolatory and Divine: Heaven was 
gions BY their Subject; Chrilt and his Sufferings 
UI Pa. BY their Medication ; and eternal Joy, the 
mee Treaſure they encouraged each other pa- 
e, tiently to wait for: Plalms and Hymns, 
prove were their Songs of Mirth; and the 
dene] Celebration of the Holy Euchariſt, the 
bey as 7 oe of their Love and Unanimity : 
1 4 Thus they comforted and lirengrhened 
Wee 5 the Afflicted againſt buman Frailty, and 
h the made them more willing to embrace 
; Death than the Offers of Life : Poverty, 
nd Ha- 5 how miu a h 1 5 h f; C. d 
pitality 1 l a ich loever the Fears of it opprels 
1. and e OTO them to Deſperation and 
e 25 ruction, nothing concern'd them, 


they were not ſollicitous about the 


d never n: , 
Things of this World, but had Jearn'd 


knew 


one of 
this ap- 


our an 


meanor, Z 
Je andF 


io be content in any Station of Life, 
zd well knew by Experience, That 


2 Man Iiv'd not by Bread alone, but by 
ie Power of God: They conſidered that 


tbey had no continuing City here, but 


BE cvs! ; 
Divine [7 * gut Oae to come, eternal in the 
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Image: 


Heavens; there it was they laid up all 
their Treaſure, well kaowing, That they 
ſbould reap the Fruits thereof in dus 
Seaſon: To be lollicitous about laying 
up much Goods for many Years in this 
World, they thought was very unbe- 
coming a Chriftian, who is command- 
ed by the ſacred Scripture, to ſet bis 
Affections on Things Above, not on Things 
on the Earth ; and that Man's Life con- 
filteth not in the Abundznce of world- 
ly Things, But having Food and 
Raiment, we ſhould be therewith Con- 
tent; and tale up our Croſs, and follow 
Chrift: They were willing to forſake 
all for his Sake, having Regard to the 
Promiſe of obtaining far greater Riches, 
than any this World could afford : Thus 
was their Care to provide for Futurity, 
while they eſteem'd this World as an 
Inn, wherein there Continuance would 
be but as it were for a Moment in Re- 
ſp ct to the Eternity they long 'd after: 
They eſteem'd gaudy and pompous Ap- 
pare}, as utterly unnec ſſary; and ab- 
horr'd uſing many adventitious Orna - 
ments, as Patching, Painting, and the 
like; waich they eſteem'd greatly ſin- 
ful, as accuſing God of I:nperfe& on in 
his Workmanſhip: We are not, ſays 
Tertullian, To ſcek after Neatneſs and 
* Finery beyond what is ſimple and 
© ſufficient, and what pleaſes God : * 
And, ſays, St. Cyprian, To be over 
© Neat, is to reform what God hag 
forme; and to disfigure that Body 
© which he has made afcer his own 
s That ſuch has Cauſe to 
Fear, leſt at the dreadful Day of Judg- 
ment, God ſhould reject them for 
being diſcontented with his Workman- 
ſhip, and divide them their Portion 


with Satan, whoſe evil Spirit, the Spirit 


of Pride, they have hearkened to, in 
being over trim and neat, and ſeek- 
ing to make themſelves more beautiful 
by Painting, Patching, &c. than by Na- 
ture he had form'd them : They thought 
it was mollly becoming Cbriſtians to be 
content with what God in his infinite 
Wiſdom thought proper to give _—_ 
| an 
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and not fludy to invent an adulterate 
Beauty, which even to chaſte Perſons, 
oft-times tends to prove the Cauſe of 


their Ruin: Therefore, Tertullian, ad- 


viſes, © That Chriſtians ſhould cloath 
© themſelves with the Silks of Honeliy, 
the fine Veliures of Piety, and the 
© Purple of Modeſty for theſe are 
the Ornaments wbich are truly bezu- 
tiful, and renders a Perſon amiable and 
delightful in the Eyes of God. They 
were careful about nothing more than 
bow to keep a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence towards God and Man; their 
Beauties conſiſted in the Virtues of the 
Mind; a meek and quiet Spirit, they 
knew, was of preat Price in the 
Sight of God. They carefully avoided 
whatſoever might infuſe Vanity into 
their Minds, or damp their Zeal to Re- 
ligion : Decency was their Rule: Mo- 
deſty, the Standard of their Behaviour ; 
and how to improve in Holineſs, and 
make themſelves fit ſor the Wedding of 
the Lamb, was their chiefeſt Care and 
Diligence: Without firſt approaching 
God, they attempted nothing; well 
knowing that whatſoever they under. 
took could no: p' oſper without bis Bleſ- 
fing : They deſpis'd the Contempt of 
the World, and i£j-yced to ſuffer Shame 
and Reproach for Chrili's Sake: They 
valued the Things of the World, no ſur- 
ther than as they weie neceflary for the 
Conveni-nces of human Life, well know- 
ing that they could not ſerve God and 
Mum mon: To be in the World and not 
of the Worid, was their Motto; and to 
be other Men than they ſeem'd to be, 
was the Thino they chiefly gloried in, 
loving the Praiſe of God, more than the 
Praiſe of Men: The holy Scripture was 
their daily Delight, which they ſo fie- 
quently ſtudied, as to tranſcribe them 
into their Memories, whereby they bad 
preſent Remedy to fly to upon all Occa- 
lions: Their greateſt Ambi:ion was to 
exceed each other in Piety and good 
Works, and ſtiove about nothing more 
tian to wake others eternally happy 
with themſelyes. Thus was their Be- 


CoNVERT: Or, 


haviour, thus their Carriage and De- 
poriment, whereby they amazed the 
unbelieving World, and ſtirred up tle 
Fwy of Satan againſt them; for no 
ſooner did their Numbers 1ncreaſe, but 
their Enemies were alſo increas'd : Sa- 
tan ſtirs up his uttermoſt Force, and ex- 
aſperates the Minds of Kings and Em- 
perors againſt them: Bur, alas! What 
could the Arm of Fleſh do againſt the 
Power of God? They feared not thoſe 
Who could only kill the Body, bur 
efleem'd it their Duty to obey God ra- 
ther than Man ; therefore they deſpiſed 


all their Inſtruments of Cruelty, and the 


more they were afflicted, even ſo much 
the more they encreas'd : Their Racks, 
Flames, Gibbets, Grid-irons, Cauldrons, 
Boiling Oil, Lyons, Bears, Wild Bulls, 
or whatſoeyer elſe the Malice of Satan, or 
the Power of Men could invent to afflict 
them with, were all inſufhcient to over- 
come them; they patien:Jy endured the 
Pain, and deſpiſed the Shame, and in 
all theſe Things became more than Con- 
querors through Chriſt, who loved them: 
They overcame Death by a Deſire of 


Death, and ſeem'd more willing to die 


than their Executioners were to ſuffer 
them: And the greater the Effuſion of 
Blood ſhed by their Deaths, the more 
Converts it gain'd to Chriliianity ; and 
thoſe who perſecu:ed Chriſtians To-day, 
To morrow became Martyrs to its 
Faith : Thus the Blood of the Martyrs, 
became the Seed of the Church, and with 
irreſiſtable Force triumph'd over Sin and 
Death, and ſo powerſully influenc'd 
Mankind to embrace Ciriſtianity, that 
in fine, Kings and Ewpero:s themſelves 


pitiently ſubmitted to the Yoke of 


Chtif, and were content to take up 
their Croſs and follow him: Thus 


againſt Fire and Sword, by no other 
Wezyons tl an Conflancy, perſuaſive Ar. 
guments, Prayer, and Meckneſs : Theſe 
were its Arms of Defence, and with thele 
it overcame its molt invincible Ene- 
mies, and ſprea l over the whole World. 
Hence therefore hom this Mort View of 

Chriſtianit y 
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Chriſtianity prevailed over its Enemies 
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Chriſtianity in its native Beauty, it can't 
but be Matter of great Concern, when 
upon a comparative View, the preſent 
Age falls ſo exceeding ſhort in the Du- 
ties it 1Equires, which now ſeems almoſt 


to be baviſh'd as an ungrateful Gueſt 


from every ones Houſe; and Family 
Duty, viz. inſtructing the Houſnold in 
the Fear and Love of Gad by a daily 
reading the Sacred Scripture, and draw- 
ing near unto God by Prayer Morning 


and Evening, is fo greatly ne glected, 


that while ſome are wholly unmindſul 
of it, as a thing quite indifferent, others 
there are who treat it with more Con- 
tempt, and ſpare not (who yer would 
be accounted good Chriltians) ro cenſure 
it as being over Righteous; but do 
they not thereby reſilt the Scrip:ure to 
their own Deſtruction? are they not 
Antichriſtians, oppoſing themſelves to 
the Example of Chriſt, which every one 
is commanded ſirictly to obſerve: Alas! 
ſurely they know not what manner of 
Spirit they are of ; but others there are 
till more prophane, if poſſible, who 
are not aſhamed to make a Banter and 
Ridicule of this great Duty, as that 
wherein they are aſham'd to be ſeen : 
Theſe Things, Philantbropos, has given 
me no ſmall Concern, and the more 
ſo, by reaſon of the exceeding Difficulty 
there is in perſuading Mankind to turn 
from the Paths of Deſituction, and taſte 
and ſee how gracious the Lord is. It is 
every ones indiſpenſableDuty to give dili- 
gent Attendance vpon 1eading the Word 


of God; as alſo to uſe Mortification, Self- 
| Cenial, together with the conſtant Re- 


ception of the bleſſed Sacrament, ſo 
often as it is offer'd, with the Uſe of 
the other Means of Grace, in which 


whoſoever is found wilfully wanting, 


whatſoever Proſe ſſion he may make to 
Chriſtianity, yer he is as yet no Chiiſ 
tian; by theſe Means, thro Grace, it is, 


that God has wrought Corveifion upon 


my Soul, and for which I bave Cauſe 
very highly to eſteem the two worthy 
Perſons aſore mention'd, and daily to 
magnify the Richts of God's Mercy in 


making them the happy Inſtruments of 
bringing me out of Darkneſs into Light, 
and from the Power of Sin and Satan 
unto the living God ; for by obſerving 
the Advice ſrom them receiv'd, I have 
learn'd to diſpiſe the World with the 
Pomps and Vanities thereof, and to look 
elſewhere for an Habitat ion of Reſt, not 
made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
vens, whoſe Builder and Maker is God; 
I joyfully perceive in myſelf a mighty 
Change of Mind, a great Indifferency 
towards all ſublunary Things; I have 
now a mighty Thirſt for God, and ear 
neft longing Deſires after Immortality: 
This Werld with all ics Pomps and 
Glcry, now appear gloomy and dull 
to my Thoughts, and thoſe Things 
which before gave me much Delight and 
Pleaſure, now ſeem mean and contempti- 
ble ro me, my Mind is ſtrongly ſer upon 
Heaven, and the Glories thereof fill my 
Soul with Joy unſpeakable; I now de- 
light in nothing ſo. much as the Lord 
Jeſus, and long for nothing more than 
to improve in thoſe Things that are 
well pleaſing unto him, and am well 
convinced of my Duty to be ever la. 
bouring in Love for his Honour, ta- 
king joyfully the ſuffering Reproach for 
his ſake, counting all Things as nothing 
in Compariſon to his Love, for wtich I 
am moſt willing to ſpend and be ſpent, 
and to lay down my Life for the ſame: 
And thus, my well-beloved Phila. 
tbropos, having, as I hops, fully granted 
you your Requeſt, fo far as the Short- 
neſs of Time will permit, I muſt now 
haſten away to ſſiſt one who deſites to be 
inſtructed in the Knowledge of the Lord 
Jeſus; but firſt permit me to ask, whar 
think you of Cyriſt, concerning whom 
you have now been inform'd? Whar ? 
verily. my well beloved Phi/aletbes, I 
am fully convinced that he is the ever- 
bl-{f'-d Son of the Moſt High God, the 
Savicur of the World ; and am now 
well affurzd tha! he died and gave him- 
ſelf for me, and that thro' him I ſhall 
obtain eternal Life: O! bleſſed be the 
God of Heaven, yea, bleſſed, and for 

| ever 
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ever bleſſed be his Holy Name! Jeſus 
is now my Saviour, I fee] kim in my 
Soul; I thirſt after him, yea, I greatly 
delight in him, and long for a greater 
Meaſure of his Love; and bleſſed be 
thou of the Lord, my dearly beloved 
Philalethes, by whom lam now waken'd 
from the Death of Sin to the Light of 
Righteouſneſs: O! aſſiſt me, I pray 
you, in praiſing God for his Mercy and 
Providence towards me, In meeting 
with you To-day ; for tiuiy I think I 
may now ſay with youiſelf, that even 
now 1 find myſelf a new Creature; your 
Diſcourſe has enkindied new Deſires and 
Affe ctons in my Soul, ſo that I now 
no Jonger think of the World as be- 
fore, but find the Love of Chrilt in 
my Heart, far ſurpaſſing all other Things, 
and greatly delight in the Knowledge 
of the Lord Jeſus; Oh! how great is 
his Love to us! how infinite his Mercy 
towards us! henceforth therefore I re- 
ſolve, through Divine Aſſiſtance, to 
walk in his Faith and Fear, to keep his 
Commandment:, and always to do thoſe 
Things that are pleaſing in his Sight ; 
and I hope, Philal:thes, as the Moſt 
High God has made you inflrumental in 
bringing me to the Knowledge of him- 
ſelf, ſo he will bleſs your Endeavours 
with large Succeſs towards others alſo, 
in bringing many out of Darkneſs into 
Light, and turning them from the Power 
of Sin and Satan unto God: Amen, Phi- 
lanthropas, the Lord, even Jeſus Chriſt 
vouchſ. fe to anſwer your Deſire herein, 
and work by me, his uaworthy Servant, 
thole Things which may tend to his 
Glory, who even now increaies my Joy 
of Soul, by hearing of your happy 
change of Affection, and Reſolution of 
walking henceforth in his Faith and 


The CHRISTIAN CONVERT, @*c. 


Fear; the Lord ſtrengthen you herein, 
and daily increaſe you in his Holy Spirit 
more and more, until you come to his 
everlaliing Kingdom: And to this Pu- 
pole, I now beſeech you to ſuffer the Word 
of Exhortation; while I earneſtly entreat 
you to be ever zealous for the Honour of 
the Molt High God ; look unto Jeſus the 
Author and Finiſher of your Faith; ſet 
your Affections on Things above, where 
Chriſt litteth, and not on Things on the 
Earth, and be not afraid of the Pace of 
Man, neither be troubled at their Re- 
vilings, but count it all Joy when you 
fall under Reproach for the ſake of 
Chriſt ; let him be your Fear, and let 


him be your Dread, and ſanRify the 


Lord God in your Heart ; let his Sacred 
Word dwell in you richly with all Pul- 
nels, and firive for the Truth unto 
Death, and the Lord will fight for you; 
unto whoſe gracious Protection and Mer- 
cy I now humbly recommend you : May 
he vouchſafe to bleſs, and keep you 
from all Evil, and ſanctify you to his 
Honour and Glory: May he lift up the 
Light of his Countenance upon you, 
and be gracious unto you, that you may 
become perfect, throughly furriſh'd un- 
to all good Works ; May he wake his 
Face to ſhine upon you, and give you 
Peace in the Lord, and daily increaſe 
you in his Holy Spirit more and more, 
until you come to his everlaſting King- 


dom; with which, my dearly beloved 


Thilanthropos, I bid you farewel, and 
the God of Peace be with you: And 
farewcl to you alſo, thou bleſſed of the 
Lord, my deareſt Friend Philaletbes, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt add to thee ren Thou- ! 
{1nd-fold for the Good thou halt done? 
to me ths Day. Amen, | 


ake his [4 the perfect Maſtery over bim, and lead 


'e you 


ncreaſle ©. 


more, 
> King- 
beloved 
el, and 
: And 


of the 
bes, the Z 
1 Thou: © 
{t done E 
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Philanthropos 


Ltho* eternal Happineſs is a Fru- 
ition, or Bleſſing, of all others 
molily to be defir'd by all, yet it is a 


1 Thing that can't be ſufficiently lament- 


ed, that Mankind is with ſo much Dith- 
culty periwaded to embrace it in the 
Manner God has appointed; all would 
be happy, but there is but one way of 


coming to it; namely, To fear God and 


keep his Commandments; and berein 


while he ſceks it bis own way, he op- 
poſes himſelf to the Will of God, and 
thereby becomes eternally mifcrable : 


ö 3 Young Perſons has indeed a mighty Ad- 
vantage over an old habitua! Sinner, 


inaſmuch as the one has ſo long been 


accuſtom'd to be led by his own cor- 


| rp: Paſſions, that they have now got 


bim Caprive at their Pleaſure ; but the 
othet may be eſteem'd as yet to be 
partly in a free Condition, and much 
more at Liberty to chuſe Life or Death; 
and tho' their Minds be ſtrongly ſet up- 
on Vanity, and are eagerly inclin'd to 
{7 purſue the carnal Pleaſures of Senſe, yer 


. 


is their Strength and Agility of Body 
al ſo great in Proportion to refiſt them, 
and by laying hold of the Means which 
God has appointed hereto, without very 
great Difficulty they may obtain a no- 
ble and laſting Victory over all the 
Powers of Sin, and thereby become the 
Servants of God, and Heirs of eternal 
Life, thro' Chriſt: And O! that it 
was in my Power to offer any thing 
to their Conſideration that might pre- 
{Fail with them to taſte and fee how 
Etacious the Lord is: O ! that this 


APPENDIX 2 the Third Gift of 


O' Philalethes. 


Truth might (fink deep into their Souls; 
namely, That there is no Happineſs but in 
Goa, and no Time ſo fit to come to him 
as in Touth : Come to him therefore, I 
beſtech you, O my Brethren, the Lord 
Jeſus even now waits your coming, that 
he may be gracious unto you; O come 
unto him, I prav, for indeed he will 
not refuſe you, but will readily receive 
you Into the Arms of his Love; and 
if you have committed Sins, they ſnall 
be forgiven ; but it you now refit his 
gracicus Invitation of calling you to 


_ Meicy and Favour, bow know you but 


that eber long you may die in your Sins, 
and then, O fad Calamity! you are 
loſt and miſerable for ever: Why then 
Will ye delay to embrace Chriſt with all 
Affection, when Heaven is before you 
as your Reward and Crown of Rejoy- 
cing for ſo doing; yea, why will ye 
not make Speed to flee from the Wrath 
to come, ſince Hell is before you as a 
Puniſnment for your Diſobedience: Pur 
do I not now hear ſome One ſay, What 
muſt I do to be ſaved? Oh! glorious 
Queſtion, che riſh it in your Heart, I pray 
you, let it not die but purſue it unto the 
End, and God ſhail give you an Anſwer of 
Peace : Hear therefore and underſtand, 
receive his Anſwer into your Soul, 
and let it be deeply engraven upon 
the Table of your Heart, for thrs 
faith the Lord, keep my Commandments 
and live, look unto me and be ye ſaved; 
and they ſbalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Strength: This thea 
is the Anſwer of God, by a due Regard 
to which, Life and Immortali'y will be 
brought 
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brought to Light, and your Soul will be 
renewed in tire Spirit of Grace; come 
on then, faint not to be firong in the 
Lord, for in the Loid Fehovah is ever- 
laſting Strength; give all Diligence to 
know yourielf, and from duly conlider- 
ing the Sbortneſs and Uncertainty of this 
Life, apply yourlelt with ſo much the more 
earneli Heed, unto the Things which be- 
long unto your Pe. ce, and be content 
rather to ſuffer Affliction for a while 
evith the Children of God, than to en- 
joy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon , fo 
will you happily experience that there is 
more inward Satife&tion of Scul, even 
in the Afflictions of the Goſpel, than in 
all the Pleaſures of ſenſual Enjoyment ; 
for what is the Fruit of Plays, Opera's, 
Maiqueiades, and all other kinds of 
worldly Entertainments, from which 
every Servant of God ought to flee as 
from the Face of a Lion? neither will 
any whoſe Minds have been duly en- 
lightened by Divine Grace, ever pie— 
fume to enter into thoſe Synagogues 
of Satan, for where unto do they 
Jead ? do they not tend to weary 
the Body in Vanity, to tincture the 
Mind wi h Folly, to deſtroy the Sub- 
fiance in that which doth not Profit, 
to tyiſle away precious Time for noughr, 
and in the End; to make a Man be- 
come a Fool, and wiſh he had never 
been born: How oſten l ave theſe things 
been ſeen to deſtroy their Thouſands 
with Poverty, and brand their ten 
Thouſands with eternal Rtproach ; how 
many Youtts have been ſeen of noble 
Genius's, fine Parts and good Nature; 
in all Reſpects very promiſing to make 
great and good Men, uſt ful Mem- 
bers of Society, a Joy to their Parents, 
a Pleaſure to their Friends, and a Hap- 
pineſs to themſelves; but in a few 
Years Time, alas! What an unhappy 
Char ge is made: Their Patents are in 
Tears, their Friends amzz d, and them- 
ſelves in DeſtrvuQion ! Vice has de- 
ceiv d, and Sin hath led them to Ruin; 
wherefore, O Youth, be perſuaded to ob- 


ſerve what is here adviſed, and keep thee 


38 APPENDIX 70 the 


that you will be deſpis'd, and your 


cannot long remain, becauſe there re- 


irrationa! Animals with Cloathing na- 


ſrom Sin: O therefore be perſuaded to 
be wiſe, duly to conſider theſe Things, 
and remember your latter End; have 
Retolution enough to ſuffer Affliction, 
tor Chrift's Sake, fo ſhall you ſhortly be- 
come eternally happy; remember that if 
you belong to him, he has told you that 
in the World ye ſhall have Tribulation, 


Name caſt out from among Men as evil; 
and as he himſelf ſuffer'd Perſecution 
from the World, fo muſt you alſo exps& ME 
the ſame Treatment, for the Servant is 
not above his Lord; but then Affliction 


| 
mains a Reſt for the People of God, 
Trouble may endure for a Night, but: 
Foy cometh in the Morning; this Liſe 1 
it ſelf, is but as a Span, a mere Shadow h 
that haſteth away, but then it admini- , 
fiers an Entrance into eternal Joy to i 
the Children of God, but of eternal MW 1 
Miſery to their Oppoſers and Perſecu- N 
tors; fail not therefore to be ſtrong in 81 
the Lord, and now cloſe in with the o 
gracious Call of the Spirit of God, and aj. 
remember thy Creator in the Days of or 
thy Touth ; learn well to be acquainted MM an 
with yourſelf, and to know your own no 
Weakneſs, and then you will ſee your {MW 16 
mighty Obligation to be always mindful 
ol the Lord, by whom you live, move, and hi; 
have your Being: Man, of all the Crea- 
tion, ſhould be moſt exerciſed in fearing 
God and kecping his Commandments, 
in Prayer and Praiſe to him, becauſe he ¶ nel; 
of all the Creation, is the moſt helpleſs 
dependant Creature, and therefore moſt 
ly oblig'd to his Creator for bis Support 
and Preſervation : Nature has provided 


tural to themſelves ; the Beaſts of the 
Field have Hair, the Birds of the Ait 
have Feather:, and the Fiſh of the Sea 
have Scales; and alſo fo ſpeedily haſtens|M 
them to ſuch Maturity, as that they are 
able preſently to provide for themſelves :|M 
But Man, alas! feeble Man comes into 
the World naked, and altogether help. 
leſs and indigent, and muſt be cloathedMy 

by others, or elſe he dies; thus he con- 
tinueſſxg 


8 
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| to tinues a long Time expos'd to many 7s the Day of Salvation: Miſerable 
85, Dangers and Calamities, entirely help- is their Madneſs, and in dead Things 
ave leſs and dependant, before he is able their Hope, who poſtpone this great 
on, to aſſiſl bimſelf: He begins Life with Work, this one Thing moſt neceſſary 
be. Crying and Tears, denoting that He it to their Old Age, or Death-Bed; this 
at if | born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly up- is to hazard their immortal Intereſt at 
that ward + He comes into the World with the Chance of a Die that has ren rhous 
ion, WW Pains, enters upon Life with Tears, ſand Odds againſt them: How do they 
your WW is nurſed up with Fears, lives in Cares, know whether they ſhall live to be 
vil; and dies with Groans ; his ficſt Voice Old? Or, if they do, whether they 
tion moves Compaſſion, his laſt commands ſhall then have Time to repent ? Or; 
pe: WE Grief: He is few of Days, and full of if they have Time, whether they ſhall 
AT is Trouble: Lord! what is Man ! Ori- have Grace ſufficient hereto? Or can 
tion WW pinally, vile Duſt and Aſhes; ingen - we ſuppoſe that God will accept the Ser- 
 re- W dered in Sin; brought forth with Sor- vice of our old deerepit Age, when 
God, WW row ; helpleſs in his Infancy ; wild, we have ſpent our Strength and Vigour 
but and naturally prone to Vanity in his in the Devil's Drudgery ? Offer it now 
; Life WW Youth; diſquieted with many Cares in to an earthly Prince, will he accept 
adow W his Manhood; decrepit in his Old Age; thereof, or be pleaſed with thy Perſon 2 
mini- and from thence falls back again into How much leſs can we ſuppoſe that God 
Oy to the Tofirmities of Childhood: Lord, will, againſt whom we have rebelled 
ernal WE what is Man! Man is like a Thing of from our Youth up: Surely then, the 
rſecu- 8 Nought, his Time paſſeth away like a Weakneſs and Folly of thoſe can't be 
ng in Shadow : He is born, lives, grows too much exploded nor lamented, who 
h the old, dies; thus is the Race of Man; depend ſo much upon Old Age, or a 
„and alas, how ſwift! In the mean while Death Bed Repentance ; and imagine 
ays of great Things are expected from him, that a few vain Sighs or Groans, Tears 
ainted and he is diſtinguiſh'd and made ſupe- or Promiſes, will then be ſufficient to 
r own WH rior to the reſt of the Creation, by the atrone for a whole Life's ſinning ! No, 
e your noble Character, REason ; which, ac- we are commanded to work out our 
aindful : cording as it is applied, either prefers Salvation, and labour to enter into 
ve, and him infinitely above, or depreſſes him Life; but their Days of Labour ate 
e Crea- ¶ as much below the Beaſts that periſh; paſt, and now they can no longer 
fearing W they die and are no more; but Man's Work; and what then muſt they do 2 
ments, going hence is either to eternal Happi- alas ! without God's infinite Mercy they 
auſe he nels or Miſery. Reflect thereſore, I are loſt and undone for ever. And are 
helpleſs beſeech you, ſeriouſly upon theſe Things, not theſe Things highly deſerving your 
re moli- BY and again ſuffer the Word of Exhorca- Confideration ? is not the obtaining 
Support tion, To remember thy Creator in the Heaven and avoiding Hell of all other 
rovided BY Days of thy Youth, while the evil Days Things moſtly deſerving to be regarded 
ing na: come not, and the Tears drawy nigh in by you? O do not be ſo cruel to your 
of the ebich thou alt ſay I have no Pleaſure own Souls, as to ſuffer them to periſh 
the Ait in them + The beſt Offering you can eternally, out of a Deſire of gratifying 
the Sea make to God is to give him your Youth your corrupt Appetites, but cloſe in wit 
y haſiens and Vigour; this he will graciouſly ac- the Offers of Grace, mortify your evil 
they are cept, and in return; will crown your Deſires, crucify them for the ſake 6 
mſelves: old Years with laſting Honour, and Chtiſt, and as you would be for ever 
mes intaf your Death with eternal Life ; make happy hereafter, begin now upon the | 
er heip'Whaſie therefore to lay hold on God Work, the great Work of Religion in 
cloathedÞ hile it is called to Day, fot behold, 'god earneſt ; beware of falling into 
3 he con pw It the atreptable Time, teen nw the Error of thoſe who make no He- 
uf. So eg i eh caune 
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count of Reveal'd Religion, eſteeming 
it as a thing of nought, oppoſing Na- 


tural Religion thereto, as only neceſſary 
to be regarded in order to Happineſs; 


provided, ſay they, a Man has good 


moral Honeſty, defrauds not his Neigh- 


bours, bur is juſt and true in all his Neal- 


. Ings between Man and Man, he performs 
the Sum of his Duty, is a good Man, and 


in a fair Way to Heaven; but alas, if this 
be the whole ofthe Duty he regards, in 
how fair a Way ſoeyer to Heaven he may 
be eſleem'd to be, yer he will never get 
thicher; neither is he an honeſt Man, 
much Jeſs a good Man, no more then he 
can be ſo accounted, who defrauds his 


Prince of bis Cuſtom or Tribute, under 


Pretence that he is already ſo powerful 


and wealthy, as to have no Occaſion for 


what is bis due from him; yet, jt is 
well known, that a Perſon thus beha- 
ving towards his Prince is worthy of 


Death, how fair and juſt ſoever he is 


In his Dealings to the reſt of Mankind, 
how much more worthy of Puniſhment 
therefore think ye, ſhall he be thought 
worthy who ſhall preſume ro defraud 
his God of the Duty required of him ? 
Therefore, how juſt ſoever he is in ki; 
Dealings to Man, yet, while he ne- 
glects his Duty to his Creator, he is 
neither boneſt to himſelf, nor juſt to his 
God ; whom, while he ſeeks to defraud, 
he deceives himſelf only, for God he 


.can't deceive; and his Fraud turning 


upon his own Head, will fink him fo 
much the deeper into eternal Ruin: 
Hence therefore, a Man may be juſt to 


the World, and yet an Enemy to him— 


ſelf by Injuſtice; and for any Perſon to 
be unjuſt to his own Soul, is the moſt 
Indiſcreert Fraud he can be guilty of, yet 
ſuch is the Condition of all thoſe that 
negle& their Duty to God as taught 
them by the Sacred Scripture : It is 
commonly, and indeed truly ſaid, That 


Fuſtice is the firft Step to Heaven; but 


one Step will not ſuffice to carry us thi- 
ther; no, God has join'd two others 
with it, namely, that of ſhewing Mercy, 
and walking humbly before him; ior 


APPENDIX to the 


thus ſaith the Prophet, He hath fbewwed 
thee, O Man, what is Good, and what 
does the Lord require of thee, but to do 
JuSTICE, to love MERrcY, and to 
walk HUMBLY with thy God, Micah 
Vi. 8. If theſe alſo be not perform'd, how 
ſtrictly ſoever the other be obſerv'd, yet 
we can neyer hope for Heaven, bur the 
Sins of Omiſſion, will certainly ſink us 
to Hell: Hence thereſore, we muſt be 
careful to examine ourſelves, whether 
we walk in the Truth or not; do we 
love our Neighbour and are 1eady to 
aſſilt him in Diſtreſs ? we muſt endes. 
vour to do. the like, even to our Ene- 
mies alſo, and oyercome Evil with 
Good: Are we honeſt and juli in all 
our Dealings with Mankind ? we mult 
labour very diligently to be ſo towards 
God and our own Souls alſo; hence 
to be juſt indeed, is to love God before 
all Things, and ſerve him with a perfect 
Heart : We muſt be always williog and 
ready to aſſiſt the Indigent ſo far as it 
is in our Power, ſhewing ourſelves : 
Father to the Fatherleſs, and a Hus 
band to the Widow); this is the Mercy 
that God requires: And further, we 
muſt be humble and reſpe&iul in our 
Behaviour towards Man, and ſubmiſſive 
and patient towards God; doth he com- 
mand ? we muſt obey ; doth he aftlict? 
we muſt ſuffer it witch Patience; doth 
he reduce us to a mean and deſpicable 
Condition? or doth he exalt us to aa 
high State of Life, and lift us up above 
our Neighbours ? ſtill we muſi be hum: 
ble and lowly before him, walking in 
his Faith and Fear all the Day Jong: 


This is the Humility which he requires 


and theſe Things he has an abſolute 
Right to demand of us, and what we 
muſt be careful to perform to the utter- 
moſt of our Power, if we would be 


what we ought to be, and approve our-· 
ſelves ſuch as God requires us to be; in 


doing which, we ſhall both be uit to 


our Neighbour, true co ourſelves, and 


faithful to our God: This then, is what 
is neceſſary to make a Man an hone! 
and good Man, and place him in ſuch 1 
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fair Way to Heaven, as, by continuing 
therein, he ſhall not miſcarry. And now 
my dearly beloved Brethren, theſe 
Things being mention'd, permit me 
earnelily to requeſt your due Attention 
thereto, that they may be carefully ob- 
ſerv'd, whereby you will become truly 
Wiſe, Honourable and Noble, by being 
Good ; and I beſeech you no longer to 
be a Child, by rejecting what is here 
advis'd, but now. become a Man, by 
obſerving ir, and follow that which will 


| make you a Saint; which glorious 


Happineſs, as I earneſtly long for my 
ſelf, ſo do I heartily wiſh it to thee : And 


way God, the great and good God, in 


the Knowledge of whom all Happineſs 
conſiſts, ſo enlighten your Mind by his 
Divine Grace, and aſſiſt you with his Holy 
Spirit, as that you may daily improve in 
the Knowledge and Practice of theſe 
Things, as may procure you this ineſtima- 


ble Felicity, and admit you into his eter- 
nal Kingdom; where is Fulneſs of Joy 


and Pleaſure for evermore : This is tbe 
humble Requeſt and hearty Prayer of 
your Servant in Chrifl, and Brother in 
the Lord; beſeeching you to join with 
me herein, by the hearty Aſſent of, 


Amen. 


Almighty and gracious Father | the 
God of my Life, the Saviour of 
my Soul, the Treaſure of my Heart, 
whoſe Mercies towards me are infinite, 


5a ff Com pre ben ſion ; bleſſed and for ever 


bleſſed be thy glorious Name, who haſt 


not with beld thy Son, thine only Son 
from me; but bas freely given the Son 
of thy Love, the Son of thy Boſom, the 
| Son of thy Right band for me | that by 
bis Death I might live, by bis Suffer- 
ing 1 might be free from endleſs Pa in: 
O! amazing Condeſcenſion | Love beyond 
Degree] the Offended died to ſet the Offen- 
der free! Bleſſed and for ever bleſſed be 
8 thy holy Name, O Lord my God, in that 
8 thou ba ft been pleaſed to call me to the 
Knowledge and Faith of thy well. beloved 
Son, vouchſa fe flill to encreaſe this Know- 
ledge, aud confirm this Faith in me 


evermore, until from being à Babe in 
Cbriſt, I grow up unto the Fulneſ' of bis 
Stature: O ſuffer me not to be barren 
and unſruitful in the Knoquledge of the 
Lord Feſus ; forgive me all my miſ- 
ſpent Time beretofore, and prant that for 
the future 1 may be daily bringing forth 
Fruits unto Holineſs, and the End ever- 
lafling Life : And what can 1 ve- 
turn unto thee, O thou Lover of Souls, 
who ba ſt ſo loved me as to make thy 
Son an Offering for my Sin, and of free 
Grace died to ſave me from eternal 
Death | was ever Love like thine | O 
merciful God, give me the Aſſiflance of 
thy Help to teſtify the Senſe of my Love 
and Gratitude to thee, by a conflant 
and careful Obedience to thy ſucred Nl; 
quicken me in the Way of thy Law, and 
give me a due Senſe of my own Weak- 
neſs, and of the exceeding Riches of thy 
Love towards me, and fo eftabliſh me by 
tby free Grace, that I may love thee with 
all my Heart, my Soul, aud Strength ; 
and fo aſſift me by thy Almighty Power 
in the Ways of thy Law, and in the 
Works of thy Commands, that all my 
Thoughts, Words, and Act ions may have 
a Tendency to promote thy Honour; let 
my Example be a Reproach to Vice and 
an Encouragement to Virtue; O let my 
Light ſo vine before others that they may 
be induced thereby to forſake their Sin, 
and tafle and ſee how gracious thou art; 
cloath me with thy Righteouſneſs, O holy 
Feſus, arm me with the Shield of Faith, 
the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword 
of the Spirit, that g bt ing manfuliy un- 
der thy Banner, I may, throueh thy 
Power a ſſi ſting me, become move than 
Conqueror over all mine Enemies, for 
thy Grace ts ſufficient bereto, thy Strength 
is made perfe in my Weakneſs : And 
O gracious God, the High and Lofty One 
that inbabiteth Eternity, who governs 
all Things in Heaven and Earth accor- 


ding to thy good Pleaſure, wouchſafe to 


he gracious unto this Land wherein I 
ſojourn, towards which thow haſt bere- 
tofore been gracious; bawe Merey upon 
the Inbabitants whereof; give them all 

by 


thy converting Grace, that every one may 
be turned from the Evil of bis own Heart, 
and all may become thy pecul iar People, 
"zealous of good Works; wouchſaſe to be 
ever particularly gracious to him whom 
thou haſt plac'd over them; protect him 
zin his Perſon, direct him in his Councils, 
and proſper all his Underta kings to thy 
Honour and Glory; number bim among ft 
the Number of thine Elect, and give him 
hereafter a Crown of Glory in thy King- 
dom ; and as thou haſt made of one 
Blood all Nations of the Earth, and gi- 
ven thy bleſſed Son to be the com mon Sa- 
vidur of the whole Univerſe, ſo vouchſaſe 
0 be gractous to the whole Rate of Man- 
kind, and let the whole World be filled 
avith the Knowledge of thee as the Na- 
ters cover the Seas; bave Mercy upon all 
Jews, Turks,  Infidels and Hereticks, 
bring them to the Knowledge and Faith 
of thy bleſſed Son, that through him they 
may be delivered from the Power of Sin 
and Death, and be brounbt into the glo- 
vious Liberty of thy Children, and made 
Heirs of eternal Life : Be eſpecially era- 
cious unto all that profeſs thy ſacred 
Name, and let every one that names 
the Name of Feſus depart from Iniquity ; 
grant they may all live in Union of 
Heart and Affection one to another as 
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thy Diſciples, and in all dutiful Obes 
dience to thee as thy . faithful Servant; ; 
direct all ſuch as are zealous for thy 


Honour and Glory, that their Zeal may 


be according to thy Goſpel of Truth, and 
crown their Endea vours evith lafling 
Succeſs + Finally, O bieſſed Lord, have 


Mercy upon all according to theiv ſeveral 


Needs and Neceſſities ; comfort all that 
mourn thro' a due Senſe of their Sint, 
give them the Thing they deſire, pardon 
of all their Tranſgreſſions, and Peace 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoft ; inflrut the 
Ignorant in the Ways of thy Law; com. 
fort the Feeble- minded; ſupport the Weak; 
heal the Sick; relieve the Needy ; ſuc- 
cour the Oppr-ſſed ; bind up the Broken- 
hearted ; ſpeak Peace and Comfort 1 
the dying Penitent, and Converſion to the 
Unbeliever ; give unto all their Portion 
of Sufferings in this Life, that afto 
baving endur d for a While, their going 
hence may be to be for ever with thee in 
thy Kingdom of Glory, æuberein is Ful. 
neſs of Foy, and Pleaſures for ever 
more Grant this, I beſeech thee, 
O beavenly and gracious Fathey, fir 
the ſake of thy well beloved Son Feſui 
Chrift our Lord; to whom wih Thes 
and the Holy Gboſt be all Honour and 
Glory now and for ever more. 
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